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to (Met EC ‘troika' 


MADRID lj,S. Secretary of Stale James Baker 

7 ffw^dsMattscesj pnw ptt te tora Mfckfl? East peace conference with 
dwJ^grapcn.Camtaimfty (EGfcaea mudhf diplomatic sources said. IVy 
^^niA.Fdnigii Mobster fn&zpcp Fernandez Ordonez proposed that 
- Baker met Un aod ttr coBtaptl from France aid Greece, forming the 
so^ed EC_‘‘finifi£a.’ L Vot^s^S¥tstaraw talks in Vfenaa March 6 sod 7. 
ftnudez QMuo,;aJliB.iHnni prendest of the EC Cumdl of 
Ministers. mdd dn wet' Bitar ta Widdopnii March 13. He briefed 
Baker, vb&iqg Madrid as parr at aari Eoropeaa tour, oa the troika's recent 
peace efforts: Tbt' ttne iatddBn toured Jordan, Egypt - and Syria last 
week and.-lra. talks wBrjpA tk IsrariB fawnment and Palestine 
Ltoeratiop Orgmlnflw (PLX» ChaIrman Yasser Arafat on prospects for 
an igtointiuMl p twy (atfaenct. EC hrdp jaUsters agreed at a 
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Today declared holiday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — All government ministries, public departments 
and institutions will be dosed today to celebrate the expected 

pro c l amati on in Baghdad of the Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) 
by the leaders of Jordan, Egypt, North Yemen and Iraq, the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra, said Wednesday. The agency said the 
holiday was announced to allow all Jordanians lo participate in 
celebrations marking the historic event. All schools will also 
observe a holiday but will organise various celebrations to mark 
the occasion, Petra said. The agency carried advices and instruc¬ 
tions lo schoolteachers and scout movements on celebration venues 
and programmes. 
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Arab Cooperation Council is born 


By JP.-y, yivekanand with agency dispatches 

BAGHDAD — The leaders of Jordan, Egypt 
and North Yemen joined the Iraqi president 
in Baghdad ; Wednesday for a summit meet¬ 
ing which will today proclaim the birth of the 
four-member Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) that. will boost Arab economic in¬ 
tegration.^ 


His Majesty - King Hussein, 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar¬ 
ak, North Yemeni President All 
Abdullah Saleh: and Iraqi Presl- 
„> dent Saddam Hussein are sche¬ 
duled to sign an agreement estab¬ 
lishing the ACC today. 

Government leaders of the four 
countries — Prime Minister Zatd 
Kifai and his counterparts Afef 
Sedld of Egypt and Abdul Aziz 
Abdul GtenS of North Yemen and 
First Deputy Prime Minister Taha 
Yassin Ramadan of Iraq — put 
the finishing touches to the char¬ 
ter of the newfsub-regkmal econo¬ 
mic alliance in meetings late Tues¬ 
day night! 

The fsur’abcompamed the King 


early Tuesday to the Iraqi capital. 

The four heads of state met 
Wednesday evening and discussed 
the agenda for today's summit 
and wiH be joined by the delega¬ 
tions at the gathering, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, reported. 

President Hussein and senior 
Iraqi leaders were at hand to 
receive the three leaders. He later 
accompanied them to the guest 
palace through streets lined with 
schoolchildren rin ging songs and 
chanting slogans welcoming the 
new bloc and the three leaders. 

The four leaders are expected to 
deliver speeches at today's sum¬ 
mit, explaining the motivations, 
structure and goals of the council 


and how it wiU contribute to the 
overall Arab drive for economic 
integration. 

Commenting on the new 
alliance, Ramadan told Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) m Baghdad: 
“The result of (Tuesday’s) Am¬ 
man meeting is dear evidence that 
Arabs are capable of achieving 
their aspirations if they unite in 
utilising their potential-*' 

Ramadan described the council 
as “a mayor step which will be 
followed by other moves to streng¬ 
then Arab solidarity." 

The Baghdad daily AJ Thawra 
quoted Ramadan as saying the 
council must achieve the highest; 
possible degree of cooperation. 
“The birth of the council will be a 
serious, practical and realistic one 
with a solid basis for future Arab 
action." 

The draft charter finalised in 
Amman Tuesday night set out the 
broad wlms and structure for the 
council (see page 4). 

The pemanent secretariat of the 
council, which re p resents the 80 
million people of the four coun¬ 
tries, wiR be based in Amman and 
will follow up decisions made by 
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His Majesty King Hussein and Iraqi President 
Sad d a m Hussein drive through the streets of 
Baghdad Wednesday waving to cheering crowds 


welcoming the birth of the Arab Cooperation 
CoundJ (Petra wire photo) 


Dr. Osama AJ Baz. political 
adviser to President Mubarak, 
echoed statements made by ACC 
beads or state that the alms of the 
council were primarily economic 
and not political. 

Baz said that while the council 
“in its initial stages... wiO be built 
on the success of efforts in econo¬ 
mic cooperation, this will in turn 
reflect politically, no doubt..." 

Opening the Amman meeting 
Tuesday, Prime Minister Rifai 
said the council’s door were open 
to all Arab stales. An official 
quoted by the AP said Sudan had 
inquired about joining the group. 

According to North Yemeni 
Premier Abdul Ghani, “we see in 


this Arab alliance a positive step 
forward aimed at uniting the 
Arab World ." 

In addition to Rifai, the Jorda¬ 
nian delegation accompanying the 
King to Baghdad includes Royal 
Court Chief Field Marshal Shar¬ 
if Zaid Ibn Shaker, the King's 
political adviser Adnan Abu 
Odeli. the King's special adviser 
Araer Khammash, Chief Cham¬ 
berlain Prince Ra'd Ibn Zaid, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Fore¬ 
ign Minister Marwan Ai Qasem 
and Minister of Information Hani 
Khasawneb. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan was sworn 
In as Regent prior to the King's 
departure from Amman. 


annual summit meetings and by 
prime ministers meeting twice ev¬ 
ery year. 

According to officials quoted by 
Reuters, the bloc's four member 
countries have a total gross 
national product of more than 
Si 00 billion, total annual exports 
of about $15 billion and imports of 
$30 billion. 


Foreign Minister Qasem, in 
comments carried by the Associ¬ 
ate Press, compared the ACC to 
the GCC and Ibe proposed 
Maghreb union (see story below). 
“These steps are considered posi¬ 
tive aspects for Arab unity," he 
said. “In the next few years, the 
Arab World will be able to deal 
with Europe or America or any 


other country more efTectivley." 
be said. 

The main tasks of the council 
include cementing existing econo¬ 
mic ties among the four, boosting 
trade and tourism, promoting 
freer movement of goods and 
labour, setting up joint ventures 
and increasing exports and invest¬ 
ments, according to Petra. 


Iraq honours Egyptian 
and N. Yemeni leaders 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein Wednes¬ 
day decorated Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and North 
Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh with Al Rafidein Medal, 
Iraq’s highest honour, in appreciation of the two Arab leaders' 
solidarity with and support for Iraq during the eight-year war with 
Iran. His Majesty King Hussein was awarded the same honour 
by the Iraqi president earlier this month. 
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summit 


delayed by one day 


MARRAKESH-. Morocco 
(Agencies)'— : The start - of a 
five-state summit on Maghreb, un¬ 
itor was potfponetf for 24 hours 
Wednesday, after three days of 
uncertainty over the intentions of 
Libyan .leader Mu&ramar 
Qadbafi. r : 1 
The .-pffuaat Algeriah rrews 
agency APS saia the-leaders' of 
Libya, Tunisia, Algeria. Morocco 
and Mauritania would nawmeet' 
in the, ancient Moroccan city of 
Marrakesh Thursday. ; 

Summit host King Hassan of 
Morocco;was spending Wednes-. 
day evening in informal consulta¬ 
tions to find out what. Qadhafi 
and Algerian President .Chadli 
Benjedid had been : talking about 
since Monday, when Benjedid 
flew unexpectedly to Libya, di- 
plomats-said. 1 -- 

* Qadhafi. Tunisia’s Zinc A) 
Abidine'Ibn Ali and Benjedid 
arrived separately in -their private 
• planes after holding pre-summit 
consultations -Tuesd_ay believed 
over differences^bout the shape 
of the Future union! 

" Mauritanian leader Maaouia 
Quid Sid Ahmad Taya was ex¬ 


pected later in the day. 

Qadhafi. who had not formally 
accepted the invitation to the 
summit, arrived in Marrakesh 
alone from Benjedid's country 
retreat dose to the Moroccan 
border. 

Benjedid flew to Libya unex¬ 
pectedly' Monday and took 
Qadhafi to Tunis for consulta¬ 
tions with Ibn Ali amid specula¬ 
tion that the summit was in 
trouble. 

The mystery deepened when 
Benjedid took him on to his 
residence at Bousfar near the 
west Algerian town of Oran. 

But the arrival of Qadhafi. who 
embraced King Hassan at the air¬ 
port, indicated they had sorted 
out any last-minute hitches. 

Ibn Ali was the first of the 
leaders to arrive. Benjedid's plane 
took off half an hour after 
Qadhafi's from Bousfar. 

The three-day summit was cal¬ 
led to lay the foundations for a 
union of the five countries, but 
differences resurfaced as the 
opening approached. 

Summit officials in Marrakesh, 
speaking on condition of anony- 



King Haaaan 

mity, said Qadbafi was insisting 
that he would not attend unless 
the other four leaders made an 
irrevocable commitment to a 
“total and immediate union’’ of 
their five countries plus Mali, 
Niger, Chad and Sudan to the 
south. 

The officials said some of the 
other countries also opposed to 
Qadhafi's plans for an extensive 
organisational structure and 
permanent secretariat for the 
union. 

Hassan has made dear he en¬ 
visages Maghreb union as a loose 
grouping of the five Arab govern¬ 
ments. meeting periodically to 
discuss their joint problems. 


Mubarak calls for 
active American role 


CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni 
Mubarak has said he wants the 
new U.S. administration to en¬ 
gage itself actively in the region 
and not act as a mailman, merely 
shuffling messages. 

Mubarak also told a local 
magazine he was likely to make a 
planned visit to the United States 
for talks with President George 
Bush at foe end of March. 

“I imagine that my visit to 
Washington can take place at the 
end of next month," Mubarak 
said, but the two will meet pre¬ 
viously in Tokyo at the Feb. 24 
funeral of Emperor Hirohilo. 

In an interview appearing in 
Thursday's editions of the state- 
owned weekly Al Mussawar, 
Mubarak said U.S. involvement 
is necessary to bring about a 
general lessening of tensions in 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

“I do not expect miracles from 
the new American president. 
Neither do I expect him to side 
with the Arab position,” Mubar¬ 
ak said. 

“The most I wish for is that the 
U.S. administration actively util¬ 
ise prevailing conditions to push 
the peace process towards its 


proper objectives and play the 
role of full partner. I do not wish 
to see its role relegated to that of 
a mailman.” 

He said he Is comforted by his 
knowledge of Bush as “a logical 
man who folly understands ail 
aspects of the problem and is 
familiar with all details from ex¬ 
perience." 

" He said that Bush, in a tele¬ 
phone call almost immediately 
after his. Jan. 20 inauguration, 
"promised me that we will join in 
a constructive effort to achieve 
Middle East peace and stability.” 

Mubarak said conditions are 
suitable for such an effort after 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat last December publicly 
recognised Israel's right to exist, 
renounced terrorism and 
accepted key U.N. resolutions on 
a settlement. 

On Egypt’s dispute with Israel 
over Taba, Mubarak said revi¬ 
sions in long-held positions by 
both sides have cleared the air. 

“I hope that we shall be 
through with the Taba problem 
before the middle of next 
month,” he said, (see page 2) 
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LAST-MINUTE NEWS 


J 


U.S. ready for-RJ hijack trial 

WASHINGTON (R) — Federal prosecutors are ready to begin a 
hijacking trial oT a Lebanese man who was captured by U.S. agents on 
a beat fta the Mwfiterranean and flown to the United States. Fawaz 
Ykiir js-the fieri person to be tried under a 1984 U.S. law that lets the 
United States, arrest hijackers anywhere in the world for attacks 
against pfoncs carrying Americans, jury selection was scheduled to 
begin Thursday but has been delayed at least a day because presiding 
J Ui. district Judge Barrington Parker is ill with flu. Opening 
> statements shoul&come sometime next week if Parker is better. Yunis 
- is charged- with texting a group of five Amal militia members who 
hijacked a Royal Jordanian (RJ) airliner from Beirut on June 11, 
1985. • 

zZ Aid reaches cut off Sudanese town 
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KHARTOUM (R) — The first food convoy of river barges to gel 
through for a year has reached the isolated south Sudanese tows of 
Mfda&t! afW coming under rebel attack, the Sudan News Agency 
(StlNA.) said Wednesday. Some 158,000 hungry people, residents and 
'. refugees, are sheltering in the garrison town about 200 kilometres 
from Nasir, a town which fell to the rebels in January. 

Kinjvaiti minister wounded in attack 

KUWAIT IK) — Kuwait’s Education Minister Anwar Abdulla Al 
Nouri was wounded h»t«> Tuesday by a disturbed individual who 
attacked him with a sharp object, an Interior Ministry official sakl 
Wednesday. The official told the Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) Noori 
. jnerfin satisfactory condition at a local hospital. He descri bed the 
cfthacker, identified only as Abdul Aziz Abbas Khursheed, as agitated 
and said be tried to commit suicide after the incident by burning 
ktmself. - 

Iranian cTeric offers $1m to kill Rushdie 

NICOSIA (Rj^Asentor Iranian deric offered $1 railiioa Wednesday 
’ io'anyoue MIBwg British author Salman Rushdie, accused by many 
Muslims of bfatepbemittg their religion. Iranian state television quoted 
cleric Hasan Sana as saying his Jnne Fifth Charity foundation would 
pay $1 raffiton-to anyone killing Rushdie (see story on page 8). 

Police arrest Winnie Mandela’s driver 

JOHANNESBURG (Rl — Police arrested Winnie Mandela’s driver 
Pear Johannesburg airport Wednesday after the black anti-apartheid 
leader returned from Cape Town where she visited her jailed 
^bHSbamLTsRasoir Mandela, witnesses said. The reason for the arrest 
> was not immediately known. Mrs, Mandela, al the centre of a storm 
■bout her bodyguards and their alleged links with an assault on a 
Mack youth, remonstrated with the police, the witnesses said. The 
btrideat occurred at the side of the highway leading from the airport. 
Ntf further .details were available. 


Troops arrest W. Bank 
boys, seal off home 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies)— Israeli troops in the 
occupied Gaza Strip shot and 
wounded a 14-year-old boy in a 
dash in Sha'ti refugee camp. 

In the West Bank refugee camp 
of 'Ain Beit Alma, troops 
arrested 14 boys suspected of 
attacks on alleged Arab collabor¬ 
ators with the Israeli occupation 
authorities, sources said. 

The soldiers sealed the house 
of one of the suspects. 

Masked Palestinians patrolled 
Gaza City to ensure sbops-own- 
ers obeyed a boycott of Israeli- 
made goods. 

Mysterious Masts 

Israeli officials said the army 
was investigating unexplained ex¬ 
plosions which have (tilled and 
injured young Palestinians in the 
West Bank. 

Palestinians said at least nine 
West Bank youngsters had been 
burned, cut or blinded by the 
blasts in the past six months of 
the 14-month-old uprising. 

The mysterious blasts, most of 
them around Tamraun near Nab¬ 
lus, have killed at least two 
Palestinians. 

The army said some of the 
injuries were caused by magne¬ 
sium flares dropped by jets on 
training exercises or by Arabs 
entering military firing areas and 
handling unexploded material. 

An army spokesman refused to 
comment on news reports that 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
ordered the air force, police and 
army units to investigate. But 
officials confirmed an inquiry was 
under way. 

The latest blast killed a Palesti¬ 
nian teenager Monday near 


Qabatiya when an object he was 
handling exploded. A nine-year- 
old boy from Tammun died last 
week of bums from an explosion. 

A Palestinian doctor in the city 
of Nablus who treated several 
burned youngsters said there was 
a military site in Tammun where 
troops dumped explosives. 

Some Arab children accused 
troops or Jewish settlers of throw¬ 
ing explosives at them or leaving 
flammable objects on streets 
where they would be bandied by 
curious youngsters. 

One Arab child being treated 
for bums to his hands and face in 
Al Ittihad hospital in Nablus said 
he saw what looked like a shiny 
package in the street after an 
army patrol passed through 
Tammun. 

”1 opened it and flames shot 
out,” he said. 

Arab-Jewista meeting 

Israeli parliamentarians and 
Palestinan leaders confirmed they 
met secretly Tuesday night in 
Jerusalem as part of a drive to 
better understand Jewish and 
Arab positions. 

The seven participants, who 
included the Labour Party’s 
Haim Ramon, YairTsaban of the 
left-wing Mapam and leading 
Palestinian activist Faisal Hus- 
seini, refused to discuss their 
talks. 

But they said Tuesday's meet¬ 
ing was the second of its sort at 
the Notre Dame hotel — the 
exact point of division between 
West and Arab Jerusalem — and 
would be followed by others. 

“I am sure we will see in the 
near future intensive and more 
frequent series of meetings be¬ 


tween various Israeli important 
political figures and leaders from 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
who identify themselves with the 
PLO (Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 
nisation),” Tsaban told Reuters. 

Husseini said: “It was a meet¬ 
ing like others we have done 
before, and we will go on with 
such meetings in the future. From 
my side I think of meeting more 
and more Israelis and talking to 
them." 

He added: “I believe we are 
human beings and we can talk to 
each other.” 

Tsaban said a similar meeting 
took place in January. “Every 
such meeting is an exchange of 
views about the situation, the 
initiatives, in the international 
arena,” he said. 

“It is so delicate and so impor¬ 
tant for us. we want to contri¬ 
bute, we have tried to keep it 
secret.” 

Husseini, who has spent 18 of 
the past 22 months in Israeli 
prisons without benefit of a trial, 
has said he is willing to meet with 
Israelis from across the political 
spectrum. 

“I would like to spend more and 
more time... talking with diffe¬ 
rent groups of Israelis, not only 
groups that support my aims but 
those who are not supporting our 
aims,” Husseini said in an inter¬ 
view with the AP earlier 
Tuesday. 

Husseini suggested he was also 
willing to meet with hardline 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
head of the right-wing Likud 
bloc. 

Asked whether he W 2 S reading 
to talk to Israeli leaders, Husseini 

(Continued on page 3) 



A Soviet soldier returning from Afghanistan is received by his family at the Soviet-Afghan border 

Soviets lower curtains 
on Afghan intervention 


TERMEZ, the Soviet Union 
(Agencies) — With ringing asser¬ 
tions it had nor been in vain and a 
sad farewell to the fallen, the 
Soviet Union Wednesday ended 
its nine-year military intervention 
in Afghanistan at the spot where 
it all began. 

At 11.55 a.m. (0655 GMT) in 
bright sunshine, Afghan force 
commander Lieutenant-General 
Boris Gromov crossed the steel 
bridge over the muddy river 
Amudaryn behind the last col¬ 
umn of around 50 tanks and 400 
men — and said he would never 
look back. 

“Our comrades who fell in 
battle will always be in our 
hearts," proclaimed banners on 
several of the tanks as smiling 
young soldiers waved and drivers 
hooted their horns in clear delight 
at coming back home. 

“We have fulfilled our interna¬ 


tionalist duty to the end.” Gro¬ 
mov. 45, told a rally of troops 
watched by some 5,000 local peo¬ 
ple on a dusty hillside overlook¬ 
ing the fast-flowing river which 
forms the border between the two 
countries. 

“But our grief for those who 
will not retufti will never be 
stilled.” 

In the nine years and almost 
two months of the intervention, 
almost 15.000 Soviet soldiers and 
officers died and nearly 37.000 
were “crippled.” according to fi¬ 
gures published in the weekly 
Literary' Gazette Wednesday. 

“You were soldiers of peace 
who displayed exemplary interna¬ 
tionalism'” General Nikojai 
Popov, commander of Soviet 
army forces in Uzbekistan, the 
Central Asian Republic in which 
Termez lies, told the rally. “The 
motherland thanks vou.” 


The withdrawal was agreed as 
pan of an Afghan settlement 
package under Lfoited Nations 
mediation in Geneva last April. 

Feb. 15 was set as the final date 
for the pull out, and U.N. obser¬ 
vers were present at the bridge 
Wednesday to watch the last 
tanks come home. 

It was the Termez. a river port 
of some 80.000 people, that then 
Soviet commander Marshal 
Sergei Sokolov set up heaquar- 
ters in December 1979 for the 
action which was to plunge the 
world into a second cold war 
between East and West. 

Meanwhile, tens of thousands 
of Afghan guerrillas reportedly 
were advancing on Kabul and 
other major cities Wednesday. 

Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Vadim Perfilev told a 

(Continued on page 3) 


Aoun’s army, Geagea’s militia 
locked in fierce Beirut battle 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanese army troops and hard¬ 
line militiamen fought their 
bloodiest battles in two years on 
Wednesday for control of Leba¬ 
non’s predominantly Christian 
areas, killing at least 28 people 
and wounding 60. 

Separated by just metres in 
places, the two mainly Christian 
groups used tanks and artillery 
through the day. driving residents 
into hiding. leaving casualties 
lying helpless in the streets and 
setting buildings on fire. 

The battles were the fiercest in 
east Beirut since 1986 when the 
current LF chief Samir Geagea 
ousted his predecessor Elie 
Hobeika in a coup that killed 
some 220 people. 

The LF emerged as a challenge 
to the army’s control of Christian 
areas about two years ago. 

But they recently forged a tern- . 
porary alliance to face their rivals 
on the other side of the green 
line. 


A communique from the army 
command of General Michel 
Aoun conceded seven soldiers 
and officers were killed. 14 
wounded and three missing and 
presumed kidnapped. Police said 
most of the other casualties were 
militiamen. 

Major-General Sami Kharib. 
who commands rival units of the 
divided army, declared support 
for Aoun. He said “the Lebanese' 
Forces are our common enemy." 

Khatib's dramatic statement 
was broadcast by radio stations. 
He said he has placed the 22.000 
troops under his command on 
alert and ordered them to facili¬ 
tate the evacuation of army 
casualties to hospitals in west 
Beirut areas if the need arises. 

Aoun has an estimated 20,000 
Christian soldiers under his com¬ 
mand. 

Fires burned out of control as 
tank-led army units rolled down 
from Lebanon's central moun¬ 
tains into east Beirut behind a 


murderous barrage of artillery on 
the militia's seaside war council 
command headquarters, police 
said. 

The stench of cordite whiffed 
across Beirut as police said army 
units routed Lebanese Forces j 
militiamen from several stron¬ 
gholds along the green line that 
splits Beirut. 

Political sources said senior 
army. Lebanese Forces and 
Christian religious leaders had 
tried in vain to halt the fighting. 
Among those appealing for peace 
was Lebanon's highest Maronite 
Christian religious leader Pat¬ 
riarch Butros Sfeir. 

“The country does not belong 
to one faction but to al! citizens. 
Halt your battles and spare civi¬ 
lians more bloodshed and des¬ 
truction." pleaded Sfeir. 

Military and security sources 
said at least 28 people, including 
seven soldiers, were killed and 
more than 60 wounded in the 
battles which started Tuesdav 














Middle East News 


Iraqi president warns of 
expected Israeli attack 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
warned of an expected Israeli 
attack on Iraq in an interview 
published here Wednesday. 

“A direct Israeli aggression on 
Iraq is expected, as we also ex¬ 
pect Israel to spur Iran to resume 
hostilities. We are taking both 
cases into account.” Hussein said 
in an interview with editors of 
Kuwait's daily newspapers visit¬ 
ing Baghdad.' 

“However, the present interna¬ 
tional interactions, the situation 
in the region and Iraq's military 
might will not permit Israel to 
behave as it used to do before, 
that is to act at will in abandon,” 
he added. 

Hussein said peace with Iran 
could be reached even without 
signing a formal treaty. A U.N.- 
mediated ceasefire, enforced 
^ug. 20. halted Iran-Iraq hostili¬ 
ties. But peace negotiations on 
the eight-year-old war remain 
deadlocked. 

"Peace can be maintained with 
or without an agreement. For our 
part, we prefer such an accord... 
because the suitable thing for this 
war is to have a peace treaty for 
the sake of stability in the region. 
However, we arc behaving as if 



Saddam Hussein 


final peace is established." Hus¬ 
sein said. 

Hussein was interviewed dur¬ 
ing a visit to Baghdad last week 
by Kuwaiti Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad A1 
Abdullah At Sabah. 

Hussein said Israel "is part of 
the world and the region, and 
does know Iraq's potential and 
that it can guess its reactions." 

Israeli warplanes bombed an 
Iraqi nuclear reactor in 1981. 
claiming the facility was capable 
of producing nuclear bombs. 

Iraq has accused Israel more of 


Weizman: Shamir, Arens, Netanyahu 
hardly qualified to discuss security 


LONDON — Israeli Science 
Minister Ezer Weizman has de¬ 
scribed Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir. Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens and Deputy Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Binyamin Netanyahu as 
"square-heads, on the borderline 
of fascist." 

In an outspoken interview pub¬ 
lished by The Independent here 
Tuesday. Weizman said that, as 
men lacking combat experience. 
Israel's team of foreign policy 
makers were hardly qualified to 
discuss Israel's security. 

Weizman said the idea of the 
PLO destroying Israel made him 
• piddle myself with laughter." 

With “one of the best air forces 
in the world” and "a good little 
army,” he said. Israel had little to 
fear" from the PLO. “They can 
cause problems. They are. to put 
it mildly, a nuisance. But any¬ 
body, who throws bricks and bot¬ 
tles at you does it because he has 
no F-16s and no tanks.” 

Shamir. Arens and Netanyahu 
were being unrealistic in calling 
for an end to the intifada as a 
precondition for talks, he went 
on. 

“If you wait for riots to stop for 
political solutions, you don’t 


understand that riots started be¬ 
cause there was no political solu¬ 
tion. So to sit back and shout. 
‘Stop the riots first and then we'll 
talk to you,' is a lot of bullshit. 

“Kissinger talked to the Viet- 
cong in Paris when B-52s were 
.still blowing the hell out of 
Hanoi." he noted. 

Weizman lamented the fact 
that he was “not allowed" to talk 
to Yasser Arafat, noting that only 
the PLO might have “authority 
on a solution between us and 
them. 

“When people ask me, ‘Can 
you trust Arafat?” my answer is 
very simple: How the hell can I 
know, unless I talk to him?" 

Weizman said he was not 
bothered by suggestions that the 
PLO was demanding a state in 
the administrated territories 
merely as a first step to the 
eventual elimination of Israel. 
"Mr. Kohl would probably love 
to have East Germany." he 
reasoned. “Mr. Hoenecker 
would love to have West Ger¬ 
many. So what. 

“How do I know Egypt doesn't 

f ive up too: that's why I have my 
-16. my F-I5, I have my tanks, 
and I have mv armies and 1 have 


my United States guarantees. If I 
took my chance with SO million 
Egyptians, why not with them?” 

Dan Petreanu adds: 

The Likud’s Ltei Landau, react¬ 
ing to Weizman's statements, said 
that the former Air Force com¬ 
mander's political views proved 
that "even a general's rank can¬ 
not compensate for the absence 
of common sense.” 

Landau dismissed Weizman’s 
claim that military experience 
was a prerequisite for formulating 
defence policy, arguing that milit¬ 
ary experience “could be useful” 
in government positions but was 
not necessary. He pointed out 
that lifelong civilians such as 
Ronald Reagan and Margaret 
Thatcher “managed somehow to 
formulate very well-defined 
security positions.” 

Landau charaged that Weiz- 
rnan lacked “elementary responsi 
bility towards his cabinet col¬ 
leagues. whom he attacks 
whenever and wherever 
possible." 

Landau added that many Likud 
ministers “who do not necessarily 
appreciate Weizman's views 
nevertheless treat him with re¬ 
spect." — The Jerusalem Post. 
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supplying Iran with weapons to 
enable it to continue fighting in 
the war. 

He assured the Gulf Arab 
states that Iraq would not use its 
military might against them. 

“I felt that some Arab brethren 
withheld their aid to Iraq after 
Our victory in Fao. Until now I 
have not found an explanation for 
that," he said. 

Iraq regained its southern Fao 
Peninsula from Iranian occupa¬ 
tion in the final months of the 
war, precipitating Iran’s belated 
acceptance of the ceasefire more 
than a year after Iraq bad done 
so. 

Hussein expressed Iraq's readi¬ 
ness to resolve a long-standing 
border dispute with Kuwait. 
“The due to the solution lies in 
the hands of the two sides which 
should think in a correct manner 
how to reach a fraternal solu¬ 
tion." he said. 

Sheikh Saad conceded on his 
return to Kuwait that certain 
problems with Iraq remained to 
be solved. 

Hussein reiterated Iraqi plans 
for democratic political reforms. 
He said a multi-party political 
system was needed to bring new 
blood to the ruling Baath Party. 





An Afghan acts as referee as two dogs lock in battle 
during the weekly dog fights in Kabul. The fighting 
is broken off before the dogs get injured. Despite the 


withdrawal of Soviet troops and food shortages, life 
in Kabul continues normally. 


No mourning in Kabul 
over Soviet pullout 


KABLIL (R) — The departure of 
the last Soviet soldier from 
Afghanistan Wednesday passed 
virtually unnoticed in the streets 
and bazaars of Kabul. 

The last Soviet detachment 
guarding the airport slipped 
quietly out of the Afghan capital 
Tuesday night without fanfare. 
There was no sign of anyone 
mourning their departure. 

A shopkeeper huddled under 
his quilt against the winter cold 
echoed a commonly-held senti¬ 
ment in Kabul when he told 
reporters: “Afghans can now 
solve their problems themselves. 
They are brothers, they know 
each other's mentality."' 

Ghuiam. his little shop stacked 
high with grey Soviet army hats at 
$2 each, added: “Now that the 
Russians are gone we will have 
peace." 


A passing patrol of Afghan 
government troops, their Kalash¬ 
nikov rifles held carelessly, drew 
almost no attention in the old 
town. 

A soldier stood day-dreaming 
on top of his armoured personnel 
carrier, his hands thrust deep in 
his pockets in the sunshine. 

Taxi-drivers said the arrival of 
a fuel convoy down the Salang 
Highway from northern Afgha¬ 
nistan Tuesday had eased a se¬ 
rious petrol shortage. 

Bread remained in short supply 
and women and children could 
still be seen queuing in the cold 
outside bakeries. 

There was plenty of food in the 
bazaars — mounds of nuts, dates, 
raisins and sweetmeats — and 
vendors pushed barrows of caulif¬ 
lowers through the muddy 
streets. 


But the prices were beyond the 
reach of poor Kabulis. Outside 
the blue-domed Pui-i-Kheshti 
Mosque, women beggars in bead- 
to-toe veils sought alms from a 
young turbanned soldier from 
Afghanistan's Sikh community. 


Missiles in Jalalabad 


Hie Afghan government has 
reinforced with Scud missiles its 
defence of the country's second 
city, Jalalabad, a rebel Mujahi¬ 
deen news organisation said 
Wednesday- 


Security Council urged to 
condemn Israeli practices 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The Security Council is con¬ 
sidering Arab-sponsored resolu¬ 
tion condemning Israel's handling 
of the Palestinian uprising. 

But the United Stales, one of 
the five permanent council mem¬ 
bers with veto power, is expected 
to kill any resolution harshly cri¬ 
tical of its key ally in the Middle 
East. 

Tuesday was the third day of 
debate in the 15-memher council 
a» virtually all Arab and non- 
aligned nations denounced Israel 
and urged it to accept a Middle 
East peace cnnfeitnce. 

The meeting was adjourned 
until Wednesday. - but difficult 
negotiations on a final resolution 
had not yet begun and no vote 
was expected until Thursday or 
Friday. 

The speakers Tue'dav included 
envoys of Afghanistan, Algeria. 
East Germany. Iran. Japan. 


Libya. Turkey, Yugoslavia and 
other states opposed to Israeli 
policies. 

Japan, the first industrial pow¬ 
er to speak Tuesday, condemned 
Israel’s “excessive use of force," 
terming some actions in the occu¬ 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
“reprehensible." 

Japanese Ambassador Hideo 
Kagami said his government “im¬ 
plores Israel to show utmost res¬ 
traint in rhe occupied territories.” 
He appealed to Israel to accept a 
Middle East peace conference 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

“Japan believes it is essential 
that Israel and the PLO recognise 
each other’s position." he said, 
“and that the PLO participate in 
the peace process." He praised 
the Pl.O for showing moderation 
and realism. 

He id the situation in die 
occupied territories must he re¬ 


solved without delay. "It is clear 
that the suffering of the Palesti¬ 
nian people will continue until a 
just, lasting and comprehensive 
peace is attained,’’ the Japanese 
envoy said. 


A lasting settlement, he said, 
requires withdrawal of Israel's 
armed forces from all occupied 
territories, recognition of the 
Palestinians’ right to self-deter¬ 
mination. including the right to 
independent statehood, and the 
recognition of Israel s right to 
exist. 


Hie issue of Israeli practices 
hus been mired in Security Coun¬ 
cil disputes for more than one 
month. Last month. Arabs and 
the PLO had protested the espe¬ 
cially harsh Israeli practices.-in¬ 
cluding the use of devastating 
plastic bullets, and the razing of 
homes of those who threw stones 
at Israeli forces. 
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Waldegrave says 
uprising unstopi' 


KUWAIT (R) — Brit^h Junior 
Foreign Minister Wiliam Wal¬ 
degrave said Wednesday no pow¬ 
er on earth could stop the 14- 
month-old Palestinian uprising in 
the occupied territories unless 
Israel granted Palestinians their 
rights. 

“We know very well from our 
experience in the dissolution of 
the British empire that when a 
people decides to withdraw its 
consent from being governed 
there is no power on earth that 
can stop that,” he told a news 
conference in Kuwait. 

“Nothing will suppress the 
aspirations of the Palestinians for 
their rights." 

Waldegrave incurred Israeli 
anger last month by meeting 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
referring to the past terrorist acti¬ 
vities of Israeli leaders. 

He urged Israel to realise the . 


determination of Palesffruahs and 
acknowledge PLO policy'shifts 
that accepted. Israel’s existence 
and renounced terrorism. ' 

“What needs to be done is to 
bring home to opinion in feraeh ’ 
that there- is no question now of 
seeking the destruction, of. 
Israel," Waldegrave said. . 

He said PLO policy sluftsecWd 
guarantee a secure, future .for 
Israel and a historic opportunity 
to end 40 years of Arat^IsraeL 
conflict.- : - 


“The Palestinian people are - 
not willing to Trait for rt^itionsjt 
and committees and grand sum¬ 
mit conferences for another 20 - 
yearv” Waldegrave added. -. 

“There is no gain bf waiting./, 
every day that passes more bitter-’, 
ness is stored up between Palesfl-., 
man and Jewish people wbo have 
in the. end to. live _ together.; 
forever.” 


Egypt, Israel narrow; 
differences on Taba 


CAIRO (R) — Negotiators from 
Egypt and Israel have narrowed 
differences over compensation 
payable to Israeli owners pf a 
hotel and tourist village at the 
Sinai resort of Taba. 

Tourism Minister Fouad Sultan 
said Tuesday night after two days of 
talks with Israeli owners and gov¬ 
ernment officials the two sides 
would report to their respective 
governments, and return to the 
negotiating table Sunday. - 

The national Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) quoted Sultan 
as saying the talks, which he 
described as objective, had 
brought the views of both sides 
closer on the financial analysis of 
the Taba tourist facilities:. . 

The Israeli owners of the 322- 
room Sonesta Hotel, represented 
by main partner Et£e Paposhado, 
have demanded S70 million. 
Egypt offered only $20 million. 

Sultan said negotiators reacbed 
an agreement on future manage¬ 
ment of the luxury hotel but gave 
no details. 

The Israelis -have demanded 
a>management. and Egypt said 
the issue would only be agreed in 
accordance’ with previous con¬ 
tracts signed by Egypt with inter¬ 
national-hotel chains. 


Israel has pledged to withdraw. 
from the 700-metre border Strip ' - i 
within days of an agreement\on j I- 
compensaticm and access ;to the ^ ^ 
resort after it is banded back, to ' 

Egypt- ~ - ‘ . "' 't 

Progress has been reported in.> - * 
parallel talks on access. Egypt-^: - 1 
apd Israel have agreed to work-^ -r 
for a settlement by the end; of 
February: - ’ i 

The . Zionist state retained .-*:^' 
Taba, occupied m the 1967 war, .Lj - 
when it pulled out from the Sinai - *. j : 
peninsula in 1982 under a treaty-., "j.? 
with Egypt. - . . 

. After years of wrangling, jnfCT- / t 
national arbitriators ruled last 
September that Taba was Egyp- 
tian territory and ordered Israel 
to return it to Cairo. .. ; 4 .. :-4' - 

Foreign Ministry officials 5$u'd 
U.S. State • Department-tqgal --4-‘ 
adviser Abraham Sofaer arrived; t'-' 
in Cairo to review progress af^i' - 
Taba talks. V -^ r.- : 


Sofaer has previously mediated " 
between Egypt and Israel when ; j.. 
efforts to solve the six-year dis- + .. 
pute faced deadlock. j- :: 

The United States, which bro T 
keredthe 1979 treaty, artentfa the i , 
compensation talks in.Cairo as an 
observer. " - -- 


TTie -Afghan media resource 
centre said its correspondents in¬ 
side Afghanistan did hot know 
how many of the ground-to- 
ground missiles had been deli¬ 
vered to a special Afghan army 
unit trained to use them. 


Iran* Britain locked 
in raw over prisoner 


LONDON (AP) — Prime Minis¬ 
ter Margaret Thatcher’s govern¬ 
ment has denied Iranian accusa¬ 
tions that an Iranian jailed in 
Britain was being tortured and 
denied parole for political 
reasons. 


Iran's minister of labour and 
social affairs, Abolqasem Sarha- 
dizadeh. charged earlier Tuesday 
that the prisoner, Kourosh Foula- 
di. was being brutally mistreated 
by British prison guards. 

The official Islamic Republic 
News Agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, said Sarhadizadeh made 
the accusation in an open letter to 
Fouladi. a former doorman at the 
Iranian embassy in London. 

Fouladi was arrested in Lon¬ 
don in 1980 following a bungled 
car bombing attack in the capital. 
He was the only survivor of a 
gang of three bombers who 
allegedly blew themselves up. He 
was jailed for 10 years at Lon¬ 
don’s Old Bailey central criminal 
court in 1982. 


1RNA maintained the bomb as 
pianred by the Iranian resistance 
group Mujairedeen-e-Khaiq. The 
letter, which 1RNA said was pub¬ 
lished in the Iranian daily Kayhan 
Tuesday, said Sarhadizadeh de¬ 
plored the “brutality of British 


prison wardens.'* • J5 

“The British are unabashedly 
demonstrating their hostility' to t.'., 
the Islamic revolution by refusing 
to release the Iranian prisoner on'""!*- 
parole." the minister wrote.- 
Sarhadizadeh said in the letter f ^ 
that he knew the prison.guards V ' 
urinated on FouladiY head, -had * : - u 
him sexually assaulted:by dninks . 

at night, housed him with menial- |?r. * 
ly unsound patients and subjected 
him to other forms of torture, the r ' : 
1RNA report said. j- ' :r 

w contrasted that, with the 
“humane treatment'* given to fc-; 
Roger Cooper, 52, a Briton held 1]:- 
in jail in Iran for more than'three ft 
years awaiting trial- on spymg P'' m z 
charges. Intelligence Tvlmisler jc- j;- 
Mohammad Rey Shahri said kc-, : 
Tuesday a “heavy' ruling"" had- L 
been passed against Cooper but f.. 
said a final decision had not been 
taken against him. - t’-v; 

I V; % 

The Home Office denied i,. 
Fouladi was being mistreafea. A J^Ol! 
Home Office SDoke^wnma o tthn 1 


Home Office spokeswoman/vriio 4 : ‘^ 
in acc *rdance with British prac- 
tice declined to be named, said: 
"TTie consideration of parole"' js 
one taken by the parole hoard 
taking into accounr theTactorec^ < 
the individual case itself and not 
on outside factors." 
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' paymcnr.of dpt>>^3 for iraffiddng with hashish. The military 
goverppr„gppro$£ ..the :'&meqce: (Petra) * „■ 


. TAWJIHI RESytTS REVIEWED; .i is. Education Department 
director ami leaders in Balqa Oovemorate held a meeting Wednes¬ 
day aBd'rfevjeT^fJhe results of the Tawjihi examination for the first 
, semester. % - v - 

v SAHLUUYEH MUNICIPAL BUDGET.- The Balqa governor 
■’•. approved theladgetof SahUiiiyeh Municipal Council winch amounts 
\4o JD 10,2«^CPetra) - . 

' INTERNAL lOURISM: The committee in charge of reactivating 
v internal tourfeaCin Zarqa'Governorate held a meeting Wednesday 
.^,';pnder the-c^rinandjip' trf the Zarqa governor. The committee 
.- I discussed jczfazimg. toarism.inohega vemorale, producing a film 
, on local arcfc^crtogical and touristic sites, and organising toms within 
the govemoratf: During the meeting, the committee deckled to plant 
more trees Jr= tfae. governorate and to place road' signs. (Petra) 

:. PHYSICS CONFERENCE Iff MARCH: A physics conference is 
>due tobe boll httiieUmvezsity of Jordan on March 20. Taking pan 
. in the four^. coherence* which is organised by the University of 
Jordan atuTtu: Royal Scientific Society (RSS), are specialists from 
.the umversfc r ,thcRSS and private and government institutions, as 
. >eH as paftqpimte ! ti»m; Arab and 1 foreign countries. (J.T.) 

- GRAIN STORAGE: A symposium on storing and transporting 
- grain, orgahsed by the .American Gram Association, in cooperation 
with the SS^ly Ministry, wiU start Thursday in Amman. The 
‘ ■ four-day synporium willdiscuss a number of research and working 
"■ papers, anxnuhg American grain standards, quah'ties of stored 
-grain, storrtg methods and humidity. Taking part in the symposium 
■t 11 are official* 'from theSupply Ministry, the head of the American 
i . Grain Assdatiptt in Cairo-and a number of experts there. (Petra) 

CAEU CHEF TO ATTEND TUNIS TALKS: Secretary General 
‘ Of the CcHadi :of-Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) Hassan Ibrahim 
• 'wiU partxd[3te m th<r 46th sesaon of die Arab Council and Economic 
Council mating wKch will convene in Tunis on Feb. 20. The 
' meetings W discos trade exchange among Arab countries. (Petra) 

. ‘IN F0RS&710N TALKS JN TUNIS: Jordan News Agency 


s. 

i are mute 
their Irak 
oluwmtait 
Iranian pwt-^ 
ntnisxer wef 
h said in fc- 
the pnrai 
oubdsW. 


-JRadio,;ari Cinema Production Director General Jawad Maraqa will 

■ _i formate Jordanian delegation to the meetings erf. the Arid* 

TmjB^onreo. zu.: -i oe cabinet coo vemng Wednesday binder Deputy 
iim« PrimrWSpistex* an<£^dacatM3viV|cBSter^Thouqari AL Hindawi 
>wllQ apprm^tfie qcra 5 »atiah of tfce- delegation. (Petra) 

s; . CGfi^TE^T^ ENDS: Sixteen officials 

i jit Mir. >. :^®^^?k?r.^nHnefaal;gnaiicial, and governmental institutions 
their kni ih-Jofifa, I&d^it^vO^am-ahd 1 the United Arab Emirates have 

**** ^ ^ 

nimserwe? SEMtNkRON SOIL AND PLANT- A three-day seminar on soil 
h said is & * .and p&o? ^OT be hefd^atiaday at the University of Jordan's Faculty 
the phrai of Agnffllture'. A number of research papers and scientific studies 
oubdisW _ jrill-^dtsoissed. (Pena)..- 

: AO^:TOrj>EASANtS-|N SALT: The Agricultural Credit 
“ • lim Coroortion in Salt J^ve loans amounting to JD 370,220 to peasants 

wid SPEEGi AND HEALTH CENTRE; The National Speech and 
td that He^thCentre received a total of 356 cases, suffering from speech 
imenf '‘■andb^TOgprobJem^ thnrngthe first sixraonths of operation in Jtrfy 

• j Bis*’ v 1988; winding to a^exattre report. The report said the number of 

• r nw« to* " heaJin^ca» 2 s totalled ^f, Including 136 cases for children under 10 
0 m ,i : : l-.y^os^age. The speech cases reported were 85, including 67 for 

; 

Re> .HASHISH PEDDLER JAILED: lie military court has sentenced 
ieaw n*»_ .^Moha THn ad Badri .Atfeimari. to a one-year imprisonment and the 
isainst C^^ .j^ytteA^JDl^jEpr possessing hashish. The military governor 
jisiofl h®l l? -- -' hits ejdorsed the sentence. - r. • - - 

fu,n ' .■SAlEiOF pi ^PRODUCTS: The Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
? OfFiW 1 ' ; Qnh^iy (JPRQ said that ii sold a total of 283,110 tonnes of oU 
i?in£ ■ yprod^ps.daring the last month against 275,024 tonnes in the same 
' perioAast year. ft said that the largest single type of product was fuel 
wth Bn^- '-oil dfiw^jcfr the cootpany' sold 94,915 tonnes in January 1989. 
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Abu Dhabi meeting urges 

Islamic states to purchase 
Palestine products 


AMMAN (Petra) — The general assembly of the 
Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry, which 
concluded meetings in Abu Dhabi, has urged all 
Islamic nations to allow agricultural crops produced 
in occupied Palestine to be marketed in their 
countries especially olive oil of which there is 
presently a huge surplus in the occupied territories. 


A meeting on the role of schools in providing protection to children from road accidents held 
Wednesday in Irbid (Petra photo) 

Meeting discusses role of schools 
in campaign against road accidents 


IRBID (J.T.) — The role of 
schools in providing protection to 
children from road accidents was 
the theme of a general meeting 
held in Irbid Wednesday and 
attended by directors of govern¬ 
ment schools in the Irbid Gov- 
eroorate. 

President of the Jordan Society 
for the Prevention of Road Acci-. 
dents Mohammad Dabbas was 
among the main speakers at the 
meeting. 

Dabbas outlined the society’s 
activities and programmes to pro¬ 
vide protection to the public and 
programmes for the society to 


help reduce road accidents. 

Dabbas referred to the role of 
the school and home in promot¬ 
ing awareness among children on 
ways of a protecting themselves 
from road hazards, and urged the 
Ministry of Education to contri¬ 
bute to this effort. 

A Department of Education 
official, Qasem Abu Ain. addres¬ 
sed the meeting, outlining the 
Ministry of Education's activities 
at schools to spread awareness 
among children with regard to 
road dangers. 

Director of the Traffic Depart¬ 
ment Colonel Husni Ala'uddin 


reviewed statistics on road acci¬ 
dents which occurred in Jordan 
between 1970 and 1988. 

According to the Traffic De¬ 
partment, a total of 177.12S road 
accidents occurred in the country 
between 1970 and 1987 causing 
the death of 6,598 persons and 
the injury of 103,780 others. 

The Jordan Society for the 
Prevention of Road Accidents 
earlier took part in a campaign to 
spread awareness among the pub¬ 
lic on the need to w-ear'seat-belts 
in vehicles, a law which was 
enforced in the Kingdom as of 
Feb. 1, 1989. 


Court sentences murderer to death 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The criminal 
court in Amman has sentenced 
Faisal Saleh Ahmad Al Ziyout to 
death by hanging for murdering 
his step mother and her three 
young children aged between one 
and a half and four years. 

The court also sentenced the 
murderer’s sister Han an Saleh to 
20 years in jail with hard labour 
for being accessory to the crime 
which took place in Ramtha last 
year. 

According to the court, 
Faisal killed his stepmother Bad- 


rieh out of hatred following her 
marriage to his father five years 
after the death of his first "wife. 

Faisal and his sister Hanan 
plotted to get rid of the step¬ 
mother and her children because ■ 
their father had decided to leave 
his real estate to the three chil¬ 
dren, depriving them of the in¬ 
heritance, according to the court 
hearings. 

A report in Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily said that Faisal had failed in 
his university studies, prompting 


his father to expel him from 
home, which in turn caused Faisal 
and Hanan to hate the father and 
his second wife and children. 

The report said that Faisal had 
thought that his father drove him 
out of his house, upon the instiga¬ 
tion of his new wife. 

Faisal and his sister plotted to 
kill Badrieh and her three children 
while she was alone in her home 
at noon preparing the midday 
meal. According to the report, 
Faisal used an iron rod to hit the 
victims on the head. 



Mr. Ahmad Ghneim, who 
attended the assembly meetings 
on behalf of the Amman Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, said that the 
assembly also called on Islamic 
nations to tighten their boycott 
measures against Israel to stop it 
from infiltrating Asian and Afri¬ 
can nations, and urged Arab and 
Islamic nations to promote their 
cooperation in industrial fields 
and in implementation of joint ven¬ 
tures and to increase the volume 
of goods exchanged among them. 

The assembly paid tribute to 
the Palestinian uprising in the 
occupied Arab lands and 
appealed to all Muslims to pro¬ 
vide backing and assistance to the 
“stone children” to help them 
stand fast in the face of Israel’s 
repressive measures, and to resist 
Israel's plans to uproot the 
Palestinians from their homeland 
and establish Jewish settlements, 
Ghneim noted. 

Ghneim was speaking upon his 
return to Amman after taking 


Local firms 
awarded 


•TO 


for 2 road 
projects 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Public Works and Housing 
Wednesday awarded two local 
firms contracts worth JD 13.2 
million to build roads in the 
Kingdom. 

One of the contracts, worth JD 
7 million, is for a six-kilometre 
stretch of a four-lane road linking 
Zay cross-roads with Kufr 
Houda, a project which will be 
completed in two years, accord¬ 
ing to Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Shafiq Zawaideh 
who signed the contracts. 

This scheme, Zawaideh said, 
constituted the first stage of the 
SaJt-Arida Road, which is being 
implemented through a Japanese 
loan. 

The other contract was for 
building a 60-kilometre stretch of 
road between Azraq, east of Am¬ 
man, and the Iraqi border, 
according to the minister. 

He said that the JD 6.2 million 
project is also being financed 
through the Japanese loan to the 
Kingdom. 

Earlier this month, the minister 
signed contracts worth JD 24 
million for roads to be built north 
of Jerash, and the first pan of 


part in the general assembly 
meeting which, he said, dwelt in 
its discussions on measures to 
promote trade exchanges among 
Muslim nations and urged aft 
countries to give impetus' to the 
lraq-Iran peace process in imple¬ 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 

The assembly appealed to the 
Islamic World to contribute posi¬ 
tively to the peace process and 
urged Iraq and Iran to work 
towards reestablishing a perma¬ 
nent peace in the Gulf region. 
Ghneim added. 

He said that the assembly also 
appealed to the Islamic World to 
help end the tragic situation in 
Lebanon and to help the Arab 
League’s six-member committee 
to restore normal life to the 
embattled nation. 

According to Ghneim. the 
assembly voiced deep apprecia¬ 
tion to the Islamic Development 
Bank (IDB) for financing joint 
projects undertaken by Islamic 


countries and urged the hank io 
pursue its efforts to develop the 
Islamic World. 

Ghneim said that the assembly 
has entrusted the chamber in help 
set up liaison offices in Islamic 
nations to facilitate the imple¬ 
mentation of joint projects in 
which the bank, participates, 
especially in trade development 
schemes. 

Apart from administrative mat¬ 
ters and future meetings, the 
axsemblv discussed progress in 
720 joint projects being carried 
uut in Islamic nations and e\- 
pressed satisfaction with the pace 
of their implementation. 

According to Ghneim. the 
assembly received a Jordanian 
proposal for the creation of spe¬ 
cialised federations within the 
Islamic World to operate under 
the umbrella of the Islamic 
Chamber of Commerce and 
attain further accomplishments in 
Islamic economic cooperation. 

The Jordanian proposal. 
Ghneim noted, calls lor the crea¬ 
tion of federations for maritime 
shipping, land and air transporta¬ 
tion. petrochemicals, industrial 
engineering, electrical and elec¬ 
tronic industries, food processing 
industries and mining. 

. According to Ghneim. the Isla¬ 
mic Chamber of Commerce was 
established in iy79 hv the 40- 
member Organisation of Islamic 
Conference." 



Munster of Public Works and Housing Shafiq Zawaideh and 
representatives of two local firms Wednesday sign contracts for two 
road projects (Petra photo) 





the Azraq-lraqi border highway. ! ^ e Azraq-lraqi border highway 
The second contract signed w .hid’ j s expected to be 240 
Wednesday is for the imple- kilometres long and will be com¬ 
mentation of the second stage of pl et ed in 24 months. 


S treets get Authorities rescue 71 
new names from snow-covered roads 


Tree-planting ceremony held at Dabouq 


A TOTAL of 2,000 fruit and forest trees vren 
planted during a ceremony held at Dabouq, west 
of Amman, Wednesday. Hie ceremony was 
attended by Water Authority of Jordan Secretary 
General Mn'taz Bilbdsi who delivered a speech 
calling on the local citizens to plant trees and help 
green Jordan by the year 2,000. The Ministry of 


Water and Irrigation is carrying out a tree 
planting programme in different parts of the 
country where water pumping stations have been 
built. The main tree planting ceremony Wednes¬ 
day was held near the Dabouq Water Tower 
which has a capacity of 2,500 cubic metres (Petra 
pbotb) , 


Israelis arrest 14 West Bank boys 


Continued from page 1 

said: “If it’s the right place, the 
right timing, the right person, I 
will not say no. If it’s the wrong 
time, the wrong place, the wrong 
person. I will say no.” 

Thatcher’s call 

British Prime Minister Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher urged Israel 
-Wednesday to respond to peace 
initiatives by the PLO, a British 
government sources said. 

Thatcher made the appeal dur¬ 


ing a meeting with Israeli Foreign 
Minister Moshe Arens, her first 
talks with a top official of Sha¬ 
mir's Likud Party since a visit to 
Israel in 1986. 

“We recognise that the PLO 
has made some movement. Time 
will only show if that is a genuine 
movement on their part,” the 
source said. “She urged the 
Israelis... to make some re¬ 
sponse.*’ 

Britain has angered Israel by 
upgrading relations with the 
PLO. 

In parliament Tuesday, 


Thatcher said she would be 
urging Arens to seize new oppor¬ 
tunities for peace. She said 
chances for a peaceful settlement 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict were 
higher than they had been in 
years. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Greater 
Amman Municipal Committee 
Tuesday approved the recom¬ 
mendation of the naming and 
numbering committee, to name 
the street stretching from' the 
Public Security Workshops to Ya- 
juz Cross Road after Prince 
Abdullah Ibn Al Hussein. 

TTie committee also approved 
the recommendation to name the 
new street linking Tareq Street, 
with Prince Abdullah Street after 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Aishah Bint Al Hussein. 

At a meeting chaired by Grea¬ 
ter Amman Mayor Abdul Raouf 
Al Rawabdeh, the committee 
also approved the proposal made 
by the joint technical team in 
charge of drawing up the compre¬ 
hensive development plan for 
Greater Amman. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Local author¬ 
ities in the Ma'an region are 
reported still involved in road- 
opening operations following the 
snowstorm that affected the area 
earlier this week. 

Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said that police and civil defence 
men, employing road equipment 
were able to rescue 71 passengers 
in three buses travelling on snow- 
covered roads. Petra said that the 


rescued travellers included a 
number of tourists. 

Thick snow had blocked roads 
near or around Eil. Wadi 
Mousa. Shobak and Manshieh, as 
well as Ras Al Naqab Road which 
was Tuesday reopened for traffic. 

According to the Petra report, 
one of the buses was carrying 
students and their teachers along 
the Rajef-Eil Road. 


Soviets leave Afghanistan 


Continued from page 1 
news briefing Tuesday in Moscow 


Islami group. 

In Pakistan, Afghan rebels 


that guerrillas were assembling marked the final withdrawal of 
outside- major.cities — including Soviet troops from Afghanistan 


about 30,000 around Kabul — 
but he did not say whether they 
were preparing to attack- 


by bickering over control of a 
proposed interim government to 
succeed the now-unprotected 


»jimvranrer»hyj* ^ rat 


there was heavy fighting around a 
former Soviet air base north'of 
Kabul. -The fighting started Satur¬ 
day with a rebel attack on the 
Bagraqr airbase. 40-kilometres 


rTAVCFTTl-Tt 


In Rawalpindi, near Islama¬ 
bad, Mujahideen rebels hoping 
to take power in Kabul were no 
closer to agreement on the com¬ 
position of a consultative council. 


north of-Kabul, said a spokesman or Shura, after five days of hectic 
for the' Pakistan-based Jamiat-i- consultations. 


IRS REPRESENTATIVE AVAILABLE 

A representative of the U.S. Internal Revenue Sendee wiU 

be available on the following dates to answer questions 

and provide information on U.S. income tax filing: 

Sunday, February 26: 

8:00 2:30 p.m.: Individual sessions at the American 

Center, 3rd Circle. 

1:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.: Individual sessions in the Consular- 
Section, American Embassy. 

Monday, February 27: 

8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Individual sessions at the American 
Center, 3rd Circle. 

7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.: Taxpayers' seminar at the American 
Center, 3rd Circle. 

Tuesday, February 28: 

8:00 a.m.-l 2:30 p.m.: Individual sessions at the American 
Center, 3rd Circle. 

1:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.: individual sessions in the Consular 

Section, American Embassy. 

For further Information please call 644371 ext 233. 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen ISoor Al Hussein 


The National Music Conservatory / 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 





Saturday, February 1989 al 8:00 p.m. 
Tickets at 5 JD’s are available al: 
The Royal Cultural Centre* 

Goethe Instilut — Amman, 

The National Musk Conservatory, 
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Historic births 


THE ARAB World is receiving two additional positive jolts 
that could very well go down in Arab history as monumental 
milestones. Both of these historic landmarks are scheduled 
to be announced today, Thursday, one in Baghdad announc¬ 
ing the birth of the Arab Cooperation Council comprising 
Iraq, Egypt, North Yemen and Jordan, and the other in 
Marrakesh announcing the creation of the Arab Maghreb 
Union between Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya and 
Mauritania. 

The first serious Arab effort and success to achieve 
operational Arab unity was of course taken in the Arab Golf 
region when the Gulf Cooperation Council was established 
in 1982 linking the six Gulf Arab countries in the first ever 
snb-regionaJ unity framework that served as a springboard 
to the just declared networks of Arab unions in the Mashreq 
and Maghreb of the Arab World. And while the Baghdad 
and Marrakesh unions are being characterised as essentially 
economic, there is no doubt that Arab unity efforts cannot 
be one thing or another as economic and political considera¬ 
tions and objectives are organically inter-woven and essen¬ 
tially inseparable. It must be noticed that there has been a 
considerable meeting of mind on basic political as well 
economic issues, regional or international, between GCC 
states. Such political and economic consensus among Iraq, 
Egypt, North Yemen and Jordan has been nurtured and 
developed over the past many years and is now strong 
enough to withstand all forms of regional and international 
pressures or threats. And on the edifice of this shared 
outlook, the present Arab Cooperation Council was con¬ 
structed with relative ease and harmony. 

Reading through the Charter of the Arab Cooperation 
Council would readily reveal that the vision of the heads of 
state Of the four Arab countries is of historic proportions, 
and draws heavily on the past glorious Arab history, as well 
as on futuristic bright projections that could put the Arab 
World on equal footing with other regional groupings in 
other parts of the world. Such is indeed the path to take if 
the Arab World is serious about resolving its conflicts with 
the other regions, be it in the form of Israel or Iran. 
Anything short of this road would lead us nowhere as the 
past history has taught us. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


Jordanian newspapers Wednesday tackled the Arab Cooperation 
Council which is to group North Yemen. Iraq, Egypt and Jordan 
and for which the prime ministers of the four countries bad held 
discussions in Amman Tuesday. AI Ra'i daily described the 
alliance as part of the pan-Arab order, and serving as a nucleus 
for a greater Arab grouping. The council will set the stage for 
further joint action on the part of Arab countries and offer a new 
arena foT more serious cooperation for the benefit of all Arab 
states, the paper noted. It said that the new development was 
bound to help the Arab Nation to confront the challenges, and 
would enhance the Arab struggle to regain usurped lands in 
Palestine and re-establish a genuine peace. The four-member 
council came ro achieve the aspirations of the Arab masses in 
unity and stronger economic future for the Arab Nation, the 
paper noted. It said that this alliance will render further strength 
to the Arabs and will no doubt back the oppressed Palestinian 
people’s struggle for freedom. 

Writing in AI Ra'i, columnist Abdul Rahim Omar says that the 
Amman and Baghdad meetings will be remembered in history as 
having paved the way for unity through the efforts of the leaders 
of the four Arab countries. It is indeed hoped that the formation 
of the Arab Cooperation Council will lead towards a Pan Arab 
unity which will be strong in the face of challenges and will end all 
forms of divisions and weaknesses. The leaders of the four 
countries meeting in Baghdad will have no doubt realised the 
need for a united Arab force, since the world now can only deal 
with the strong; and that the other nations respect only those 
which can offer genuine efforts towards the advancement of 
human kind, the writer notes. He says that the Europeans have 
transcended all their past differences and forgotten all about the 
two world wars for the sake of uniting their power and pooling 
their resources for the future. It is natural for the Arabs, the 
writer adds, to come together and chart plans for their future 
economic cooperation. 

AI Dustour, for its part, said that the four prime ministers meeting 
here were overwhelmed with joyful feelings as they embarked on 
their national task of paring the way for their four states to pool 
their efforts and their economic resources. The paper said that 
Amman witnessed a historic meeting that aimed to unite the Arab 
states into a strong economic entity. The economic alliance is 
indeed a very important factor and an essential component for a 
pan-Arab unity which can be achieved at a later stage, the paper 
said. It added that the Gulf Cooperation Council and the 
Maghreb alliance will both complement the work of the four 
countries and help to pave the way for the aspired unity. The 
paper said that the four member alliance is open to all Arab 
countries, and it is thus a forum for all those wishing to contribute 
towards the Arab'Nation's progress. 

Sawt AI Sha&b daily described the economic alliance grouping 
Jordan and three Arab countries as a guarantee for the challenges 
of the future and an embodiment of the aspirations of Arab 
masses. The paper said that there is no doubt that the Arab 
Nation is in dire need of this form of unity which is accentuated 
through economic integration and bolstered through genuine and 
serious work for the benefit of the Arab masses. Hie meetings in 
Amman and Baghdad, said (he paper, should induce renewed 
hope in the hearts of all Arabs in general because they are meant 
to lay the foundation for a brighter future for the Arab Nation. 


Beware of bear, eagle 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

THE last Soviet soldier has packed up and left Afghanistan after a 
10-year imbroglio, reaffirming the dramatic shift in Kremlin 
policy towards regional conflicts — inter alia, superpower 
relations — and signalling an end to a problem that seriously 
undermined Moscow's relations with the Muslim World. 

Let's reserve judgement on whether the Soviet pullout from 
Afghanistan was a dignified exit or a forced flight in panic, or 
whether the Communists or the rebels will gain the upper hand in 
the country. We can only hope against hope that toe Afghan 
people will be able, sooner or later, to arrive at some form of 
compromise and national reconciliation that would avert further 
bloodbath and misery for themselves; it seems an unlikely coarse 
of events at this point, given the building infighting between the 
rebels and the apparent determination of Kabul to hang on to 
power at any cost. Rivers of blood will flood in Afghanistan 
before any order could be restored. 

But, preoccupied as we are with the Arab-Israeli conflict, we 
cannot but ask one question; What does the Afghan development 
bold in store for efforts to settle the Middle East problem, where 
the other superpower is heavily involved? 

For one thing, toe Soviet departure from Afghanistan, coupled 
with the impending solutions to the Namibia and Kampuchea 
problems, has thickly underlined toe Kremlin's seriousness in 
disentangling itseKJrom direct involvement in regional conflicts. 
It has sent a loud and dear message to the international 
community that toe Soviet Union under Mikhail Gorbachev is no 
longer the “red devil" and the “evil empire" as some world 
leaders had portrayed it to be. 

This in itself should be a comforting thought for the staunch 
anti-Co mm unist camp around the world, inducting Washington, 


and should go a long way in alleviating the so-called fears that the 
Russian bear is lurking round the comer in the Middle East to 
devour everything in sight at the first given opportunity, which the 
U.S. has all along bees very careful not to offer. 

The dearest yet sign of Soviet seriousness towards finding a just 
settlement to the Arab-Israeli conflict came this week when 
Moscow announced its Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze's 
five-state Middle East visit starting Feb. 19- Following so dosely 
on the heels of the Soviet militaiy disengagement from Afghanis¬ 
tan, the Shevardnadze visit could also be seen as a Soviet drive to 
enlist Arab support in efforts to attain toe declared aim of making 
Afghanistan a non-aligned state, free from fundamentalist ten¬ 
dencies at the leadership level. With the fiery Iranian brand of 
fundamentalism just across its southern border, the Soviet Union 
is anxious not to have similar waves from toe southeast and add to 
the simmering religious unrest in its republics. 

It is only natural to expect Moscow to exert its political leverage 
in the context of the Arab-Israeli conflict to help its own political 
strategy in Afghanis tan, inducting diplomatic relations with Saudi' 
Arabia, the staunched Arab supporter of toe Afghan Mujahe- 
deeu's cause. The Soviets have sought help from Arab states, 
inducting Jordan, in the past to find an Afghan settlement and 
there is no doubt they would a gain put forward a “you-scratcb- 
my-back-I-scrafch-yonrs” proposal since it is far too obvious that 
Afghanistan is such a strategic prize that Moscow would not let go 
easily to a fundamentalist camp, or worse still, toe Western camp. 

At the same time, one has to ponder what will be toe pound of 
flesh that the U.S. and Israel demand in return for a realistic 
Soviet involvement in the Middle East peace process, which, by 
extension, is linked to whatever plans Moscow has for. Afghanis¬ 
tan. Resumption of diplomatic relations with Israel? A firm and 
irrevocable commitment to pull ail plugs from Jewish emigra~ 


tion? For ail we know, Israel might even insist on a toeaty 4 q%v 
“friendship” to bind toe Soviets in a way tirt 
Moscow from building doser military tits with the Arab States^:, 
thus forestalling future militaiy scenarios: Rather a heavy pnce.v . 
isn’t it? And for what in exchange? Palestinian “autonomy : : . ; * 

reenacted version of Camp David, as the Israeli leadership ha^mr^ ; 
mind? ’ . . 

Simply put, the scenario appears to be: The Soviets want Ajjb 'i 
help in Afghanistan and will, irireturn,exert a hefty effort to ffnto'v,- 
Arab-Israeli peace. For their part, Israel and the U.S. .will hoid^i 
out for as many Arab and Soviet concessions as possible before .v 
agreeing to seriously consider even their owtfveraon Of ajbst arid - 
comprehensive settlement of toe Middle Earf-conflict. -Caught In •}> 
the middle is the Arab cause in Palestine; andthe heroic people 
the occupied territories, who have been waging a war ofstones 
the past 15 months, will pay toe price in terms of their aspirations - , 
to independence and setf-determination. 

While we can draw comfort from the- fartVfhat toe Soyi^-r. 
ideology, as we have seen in the past, will not stand for such'kma .• 
of a “deal" in the Middle East, particularly ttfet Mos cow 
repeatedly affirmed its unequivocal support for me Palcstu^ai^ r 
people's rights, including the rights.of statehVod ana.sejEv V. 
determination, it would be putting ahotir eggs in ole basketlf we 1 : 
were to depend solely on Sovikcommitment to the Aral cause. Thai 
precisely why an. active' international inyolveniept|s so vital'to* -^ 
Middle East peace efforts, if only fo avert toe AraS cause being' 
turned a dispensable pawn iri the superpower chessboard. Tbdt fej 
why Jordan has always called for European and Vion-ulignedv. 
involvement in the peace process leatting to an iltematioriaU ^ 
conference attended by the five permanent memfers of the 
Security Council. " \ . 


Charter of the Arab Cooperation Council: 


Economic integration for the benefit of the Arab Natbif 

Following is the text of the Arab Cooperation Council’s (ACC) tion, integration and solidarity among the four members specially 5. Prepare principles for the work of the ACC and a trait it-S 

statute as proposed by Jordan, Egypt, Iraq and North Yemen: in toe economic, financial, customs, industrial, agricultural and Che higher coundl for endorsement. I • 

p_.. trade fields and in facilitating the flow of capital and easing 6. Endorse and amend a dm i nis trative, and financial ngulgoon 

rreamDI€ ._ , ■ _: j — :*■ Kd n>T,»r4l cmnvtarint unnn a rfwiinn trt h 


The Arab Nation with its rich Arab culture and with a major role 
to play in human civilisation looks forward towards cooperation, 
solidarity and joint action in all fields. The nation is motivated 
towards this goal by a deep feeling towards unity, a desire to 
project its national entity through its cultural identity and to 
protect its security and safeguard its legitimate interests, and to 
pursue its relentless efforts to achieve progress and prosperity and 
enhance its positive and constructive role in the world in order to 
serve peace and security causes and to contribute towards 
cooperation and advancement and fruitful cooperation among 
world nations. 

The Arab Nation has gone through numerous experiences in joint 
action, cooperation and solidarity and has achieved some forms of 
unity and learned lessons with positive and negative elements; 
foremost among these lessons was cooperation in areas which 
corroborate spiritual, cultural ties among members of the Arab 
countries. This cooperation is continuously sought through joint 
action because it constitutes the main and basic foundation for the 
attainment of higher goals, and the f ulfilm ent of the Arab Nation's 

most sublime of aspirations, pan-/_b unity. The present trend 

among world nations is the formation of economic groups and 
blocs which provide a great measure to protection for national 
interests and contribute towards toe attainment of development 
and economic progress. , L 

The Arab countries believe that cooperation in these fields 
assume added importance in view of toe threats posed to the Arab 
Nation's security politically, economically and culturally. This had 
been obvious in the Iranian aggression on Iran and toe continued 
Israeli threats to toe Arab Nation. 

The Arab Nation believes that the Iraqi victory in toe Gulf war 
was partially achieved as a result of the pan-Arab awareness and 
deep faith in the national unity of the Arabs and the require¬ 
ments for national security. In addition the Arab Nation believes 
that the prevalence of security, peace and stability in the region 
requires a strengthening of this awareness among Arab people 
through practical cooperation, coordination and pan-Arab soli¬ 
darity on the basis of collective security and its prerequisites and 
requirements. 

As Jordan. Egypt, North Yemen and Iraq are linked together 
under similar circumstances and since these countries have a deep 
faith in toe principles and values aforementioned, and in 
expression of the deep desire on the part of these countries to find 
practical and realistic means to corroborate and develop formulas 
for inter cooperation which had been going on for a number of 
years yielding good results, and acting upon a feeling of 
responsibility towards enhancing toe elements of pan-Arab 
security against current or future threats, and based on the 
provisions of an agreement reached at the historic meeting in 
Baghdad between Feb. 15 and 16 between His Majesty King 
Hussein of Jordan, President Saddam Hussein of Iraq, President 
Mohammad Hosni Mubarak of Egypt and President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh of North Yemen, the four countries decided on toe 
following: 

Article one 

The Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) will be established from 
Jordan. Iraq. Egypt and North Yemen in accordance with toe 
provisions contained in this agreement. The ACC will be 
considered as one of the Arab Nation's organisations which will 
be committed to toe charter of the Arab League and the joint 
defence pact and toe economic cooperation agreements as well as 
the various other organisations affiliated to the Arab League. 

Article two 

The ACC aims to: 

Achieve the highest possible levels of coordination, coopera¬ 


tion, integration and solidarity among the four members specially 
in toe economic, financial, customs, industrial, agricultural and 
trade fields and in facilitating toe flow of capital and easing 
transport and communications and telecommunications opera¬ 
tions between them and to promote their cooperation in scientific 
research, the exchange of expertise and experience in education, 
culture, social affairs, health, tourism and allow for employment, 
transportation and residence in these countries. The ACC will 
also- seek to achieve an Arab common market and an Arab 
economic unity and will boost inter-Arab action and strengthen 
inter-Arab relations. 

Article three 

The ACC will aim to achieve its objectives through plans arid 
practical measures including the prospect of unifying legislations 
in all fields. 

Article four 

ACC membership will be open to all Arab countries wishing to 
join. Membership to the ACC will be pending approval by. two 
thirds of toe ACC members provided the founding members 
would give approval. 

Article five . 

«■ ••«*- -•> 
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The ACC will be formed from: a higher council, a ministerial 
council and a general secretariat. 

Article six 

The higher council will group heads of state of ACC members 
and will be considered as the highest authority. 

Article seven 

The ACC's higher council will be entrusted to draw up the 
ACCs higher policies, decide on matters related to resolutions 
submitted to it by toe ministerial coundl, entrust toe ministerial 
council to look into different matters of its jurisdiction, endorse 
principles of and procedures for the ACCs functions and 
amendments, appoint ACCs secretary general and introduce 
changes and form committees whenever they are needed. 

Article eight 

The higher council will hold ordinary meetings once a year in 
any of the ACC members states on a periodic basis to be chaired 
by the head of toe hosting state. But extraordinary meetings can 
be called by the higher council or at the request of any member 
state backed by another. The extraordinary meetings will be held 
in the country whose head is the head of higher council at the 
time. The higher council meetings will be considered valid if the 
majority members attend. 

Article nine 

The ministerial committee comprises heads of governments in 
the ACC member states. 

Article ten 

The ministerial committee will: 

1. Study issues within its jurisdiction. 

2. Prepare and submit plans, proposals and recommendations 
to toe higher coundl. 

3. Take practical measures to implement the higher coundl's 
decisions. 

4. Study any matter related to cooperation and refer issues to 
spedalised committees which can submit proposals. 


5. Prepare principles for the work of the ACC and strait it-fi 

the higher coundl for endorsement. 1 _ 

6. Endorse and amend administrative, and imanctal ngulsrion 

referred to it by the general secretariat upon a deafen ia hi 
taken by toe majority of tbe ACC members and whim wilt 
binding for ail. , . _ .1 ...... 

7. Discuss and approve the secretariat's budget and ie repof 

on toe final accounts as well »<. the arfminKtrativeKnajcig 
reports. - | 

8. Set up temporary committees as needed. I . 

Article eleven I ' ^ ' 

Tbe higher council holds ordinary meetings once aery, 
months. The counrirs sessions will be chaired by tbe lead' 
government of the state whose head is chairman for that yltrTThc 
head of the ministerial council ha* toe rightto hold extraotona^ 
meetings. Tbe higher council meetings wul be valid if the tfejoriti 
members are present. j ’; 

Article 12 - ’ " ’■ 1 - / v 

The ACC member states seek to achieve consensu am 
agreement in aft resolutions but if this is not possible, rescetioai 
will be taken by majority of voices and the decisions fff-lx 
trading for all. . Tv..- - 

Article 13 •*; ' ■ r, . ; - /;■ - ; r '\' 

1. Amman will host the headquarters of the ACCV giieral 

secretariat to be headed by a secretory general supervisni the 
work of staff. | ._j.- 

2. The higher coundl wflT select , the secretary general ran 

among toe citizens of . the ACC member states based oq.toe 
criteria of personal effiriency and commitment to the adfewe- 
ment of the ACCs objectives. The secretary general will serj for 
two years subject to be renewed for another term. J" 

3. The secretariat’s staff will be selected from the ACC znetbdi 

states. T. 

4. The secretary general and main staff members will efjoj 

immunity and privileges necessary to help them to discharge feu 
duties. • I- 

Article 14 I 

The secretary general is the higher executive member offoe 
secretariat and he will be directly responsible before the hire* 
ministerial coundl about the secretariat's work. The secretly 
general will be required to follow up the implernentatknlol 
resolutions passed by toe higher coundl and the decisions of lie 
ministerial council. He will prepare reports on tbe ACC actives 
to be submitted to the higher and ministerial council. He ifl 
prepare a draft budget and final accounts of the ACC. He 15 
appoint staff to the ACC’s general secretariat. He will siiasd 
administrative and financial regulations and submit them tote 
higher council. F. 

Article 15 f' 

secretary genera] will conclude an agreement over fe 

ACCs headquarters on behalf of the ACC council. p 

Article 16 ‘ | 

pre) ^ re thc ACCe amnia] budL 
in which tne ACC member states will be reguired to. shant 

Article 17 l 

jJ rbiS r a ? reem ': nt ^ ^ binding and come into effect as of 1 
date of its endorsement by the four beads of toe'state m 

rega ?* id 85 to ^ nations 
ACCui accordance with Article Four. j TT 1 j s T 


Turkey squirms in NATO’s nuclear embrace 


By Maryam Schiller 

ANKARA, Turkey — Opposi¬ 
tion to storage and deployment of 
NATO nuclear weapons in Tur¬ 
key has accompanied calls for 
development of the country's 
conventional forces and arma¬ 
ments industry. 

Turkey is known to hold unspe¬ 
cified numbers of nuclear 
weapons as a member of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa¬ 
tion. The details of its arsenal, 
usually under the U.S. air force 
command, have never been re¬ 
vealed. However, in recent years 
domestic opposition to NATO's 
nuclear presence in Turkey bas 
grown in the country as has resist¬ 
ance by government circles to any 
further modernisation or deploy¬ 
ment of NATO nuclear weapons 
based in Turkey. 

The opposition gained strength 
after toe Soviet-A merican treaty 
on the removal of intermediate- 
range missiles from Europe. 
Prime Minister Tuigut OzaJ said 
in January that no further nuclear 


commitments will be accepted by 
Turkey. 

His comment was in response 
to suggestions that toe NATO 
Supreme Allied Commander for 
Europe (SACEUR), General 
John Galvin, had proposed mod¬ 
ernisation of the nuclear arsenal 
in each of the NATO countries. 
However, in toe January com¬ 
ment, Ozal said that Turkey had 
not been asked about further 
nuclear commitments to tbe 
North Atlantic alliance. 

The debate over Turkey's nuc¬ 
lear commitment — not to be 
confused, say analysts, with a 
nuclear capability — is a sensitive 
subject in toe country. The nuc¬ 
lear weapons in Turkey are most¬ 
ly tactical, military sources say, 
and they are deployed at NATO 
bases run in conjunction with the 
United States Army and Air 
Force, which have about 5,000 
servicemen in the country. 

Turkey can’t use these 
weapons on its own. Although in 
theory either Turkey or NATO 
can use the weapons with mutual 


concurrence, few officials pri¬ 
vately expect the United States or 
toe alliance to concur in tbe 
hypothetical event of Turkey de¬ 
ciding to use the weapons against 
an adversary. 

“While it'is a welcome safety 
valve, it nevertheless proves that 
Turkey shares its sovereignty 
with NATO as far as toe ‘nukes' 
are concerned," a Western diplo¬ 
mat said. 

Professor Mehmet Gonlubol, 
chairman of the foreign relations 
department in the political scien¬ 
ce faculty of Ankara University, 
said recently that toe Soviet- 
American treaty had raised new 
issues over Europe's defence and 
the NATO members' responsibi¬ 
lities. 

After toe removal of the in¬ 
termediate range missiles from 
Europe, be said, the European 
governments bad been troubled 
by toe question whether toe Un¬ 
ited States would come to 
Europe's assistance if it were 
attacked. The. U.S. response to 
that worry bad been to suggest 


that NATO update its tactical 
weapons, said Gonlubol. 

If the proposal in fact has been 
made, he said, Turkey would be 
one of the countries where mod¬ 
ernisation or updating of tbe ex¬ 
isting tactical weapons would be¬ 
come neocssary. “Turkey also has 
these tactical nuclear weapons, 
although how many and what 
kind has never been disclosed,’-' 
said Gonlubol. 

However, Gonlubol indicated 
that he belongs to toe over¬ 
whelming opinion in the country 
which favours development of 
Turkey's conventional forces 
rather than its nuclear strength 
under the NATO/American 
umbrella. ‘The presence of nuc¬ 
lear weapons in Turkey naturally 
increases the possibility of faring 
a nuclear strike,” he said. 

Turkish opponents of a further 
nuclear deployment in the coun¬ 
try or modernisation of the ex¬ 
isting forces maintain that other 
European members of the. 
alliance share Turkey's anxiety. 


The modernisation of weapons 
“may cause a midear escalation 
in Europe, because toe East will 
do toe same thing,” said Gonla-. 
bol. “A nudear war could start in 

Western Europe and Turkey and 
destroy toe countries as well as 
toe people, 

“Instead ” he said, “we should’ 
try to eliminate all nuclear 
weapons, because as long as we 
toese weapons there is toe 
possibility of being involved in a 
nudear war.” 

But Western military experts 
feel convinced that Turkey has 
painted itself in a comer to 
agreeing to house toe NATO 
nudear weapons. Despite Tur- 
key’s dose proximity- to the 
Soviet Union and its strategic 
unportance as NATO's southern 
flank and window oh toe -Middle 
East, these experts fed that the 
United States feels no incentive 
to fund development of Turkey's 
‘Conventional forces. As- Go&- 
'iubol said, “ft is easier and 
cheaper to update toe nudear 

wejmnns." • 
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' Toum^edela troika au Proche-Orient 

Pousser Washington 


ba!% 


Araoe-fraxi^ate: 
prise delangues 


Le secretaire d’Etal frangais 
a hx rebrtions cnttureHes interna- 
' donates. Thierry r de Beauc* r a 
. estim^mercredi 8 a Paris que tes 
reports entrejfesdangues fran^aise 
er arabe doiveni se poser «eir 
lermevdr bopyoftinage etnoa de 
• concurrence*:^! a pr*conis* «une 
modenrisaripu tie. I'-eristigptiueivf' 
do frangais oqire*Mcdrterran*e et 
iine revitalisation de Tenseigne- 
ment de 1‘arabe ej»‘ France*. 
•Cest tin comrcsens tie sugg*rer 
quete.franqaisreste uncheva! de 
Troie tf un ret our culture! (dans 
les antiennescolonies}: Le firan- 
qars d’-aujonrdTmine vefikide pas 
settlement t une culture mais ira- 
du-ii une expression interna¬ 
tional*; tl est redevenult sa man¬ 
ure one lingua franca* (langue 
; vehiculuire). a-t-il poursuivi. Des 
millions-de. jennes Arabes 
apprenneti-aujotmThui le fran- 
gais-(dans le seulJJtian,85% des 
680.000 enfauts scolarises resol¬ 
vent un renseignement franco- 
arabe}.- Mals -en France, 1 ’arabe 
-reste un parent pauvredes lari- 
guesetran^eres: en : IV^-87.seuk 
13.560 ^teves &tu draTent 1’arahe 
en: France dans'. 20O-:6taWisse^ 
mentsdp cycle .secondftire. .. 
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contrOTCTse^Les'-yetsetS' satani- 
ques* r que beaucoup itie.nwsul- 
mans cq^dwnt ; a>qupe blas- 
/ph*maltoire.' "Rusfeiic est. place 
sous kaiucprotedidn poUo'ere en 
Grand-Bretagne. La ^pqme a et* 
. fix*e ^-2,6.-'rafltipns.de, dollars 
pour tori' frhjiieiiqm rj ba.tiiai t. 
Paratieorsv le&fairuBes des^peF- 
so n n esayari ttrouy* larriorHors 

• de^maaif<^atioracnntreIe Jivre 

• peuvent^priStendre-a urieaide 
fiTumcjftre irametuje. Ginq per¬ 
sonnel pftt *t* : (aides. dimanche 
par 7a-police' a Islamabad {Pakis- 

vfan) b^.dHme^niamfe de- 
,’Vatii fe,«ntce.cqlwral.arndct 9 ain 
pour flemander;Tihterdictipn.du 
irvpe: aux Etats-UmV oil Rushdie 
doit faire une toumee de promo- 1 
tipn. «Lesang est; stiries .mains de 
ceuxqut les dnt. fanatisds*. a-t-il 
estiiq* ft propoS:de ces. vidimus. 

. Pai^Airr passage de-sorf Byre, une 
prpsd^e .prend. ie. Ddm de la 
femme dii prbpWte. Selon le 
-premier mhnstre pakistanais Be-.. 
= narir®hurto» la manifesUrtion a 
du Stic organisge par des extre- 
.} fTuste^ Mrpe Lihutto soulign e .que 1 
^leiiss^taiU wterdii auPakisiau, 

. auetin_dCs manifestants a'avaait 
pu It ire. L’AyaioIlah Khomeini 
- ava (t'Vcomfaitme a mod* l'dcri- 
. .vajn>pardv .«J’ in fo rim e les.musul- 
mans di^ies ^e ce hbin Ttravers 
.. te‘ raopde qije Tauteur de ce Jivre 
COtUpi risliam,' le Erophete. e£ Je 
Coran_et tous ceux. impliquds' 
. dafs^sa publicatidn'sdn.t cpndam- 
rnort. ^ ' - 


r iniuistres des Affaires-. 
liinugirts .de la euro-. 

ptesde (eqM^«ilf frangais, grec), 
ont dtcidf m&rdi A Madrid de 
foiire presAa-SK 1 b.iwareDe 
' n q i ^ rl< ^wbi» poor 
fa vor Sa rr ta tank (Fuse coniKr- 
cnce bterutiMab de pair an 

Procbe^aaL Ceite rfedudon 
■flui sdbl b ioaroft de la troika 
ce«*jSe«ftaine csJonbab, Egypte 
djSpfe.. J. . 
v :~**Les Etats-Unis d^tiennent la 
ck^ht probltme. Washington n’a 
V pas ;^nc*re d£fipi sa politique 
prdche-orienia 1 e. La Cpni- 
^mdaatrtd emop&medoit essaycr 
<T5n6ucnccT ccite. politique*, a 
infiqu<£ un diplomate-d l'issue de 
la reunion. 

On ajoute de mfime source que 
I'Europe est sondeuse de faire 
V vak>ir &es vues ft I'administrarion 
Bush avant la visite d'Yhzhak 
Shamir k Washington le znois 
prochain Le president George 
Bush n’a toujours pas nomine de * 
responsable. pour le Proche- 
Orient au Departement d'Etat et 
n’a-pas clairement dtfini sa politi¬ 
que-dans la region. . 

Fernando Francisco Ordonez, 
nuhisrre des Affafres <*trangeres 
espagnol. et. actuel prisidem do 
-ConseiJ des ministres- europeen, 
devait rencontrer le Secretaire 
d’Etat amCricain James Baiter 4 
Madrid -mercredi. Selon des 
-sources diplomatiques. M. 
Ordonez devait. : proposer une 
rencontre entre M. Baker et la 
TroSta. peut-drre lore de J’ouver- 
ture des negotiations Est-Ouest 
sur~ le desarmement, le mois 
prochain & Vienne. 

- Le mois dernier, la troika avail 
re neon tr 6 Yasser Arafat it Mad¬ 
rid,' puis ies trois ministres. 
s'&aient rendus individuellement 
& Tel Aviv. M. Shamir est otten- 
du a Madrid de mois prochain, 3 


son retour des Etats-Unis. Quant 
ft M, Ordonez, il est attendu le 2 
’ mars a Moscou pour parler des 
- r&uliats de la demarche com- 
munautaire.- 

Des diplomates hore-CEE se 
sent montrfe d6pis des rfsultats 
de la tournee de ia troika au 
Proche-Orient. Selon eux, eile 
^tait au d£but present de com me 
one initiative d'envergure ct a 
ensuite dte revalue au rang de 
mission exploratoire bien accueil- 
lie par les parties en conflit. «Us 
ont essayd de mini miser au max¬ 
imum l’attente suscitde par leur 
tournee*, a est'tm6 Tun d’eux. 

A Amman le 11 fdvrier, M. 
Ordonez avail ddclard que la 
CEE n'entendait pas lancer une 
initiative propre, mais qu’elle se 
joignait aux efforts de paix de la 
"communaut^ Internationale. In- 
diquant qu’il existait *une cer- 
taine coordination* entre le CEE 
et les Etats-Unis, il avait rappcl£ 
la conception europeenne de la 
conference Internationale: elte 
«nc pourra pas imposer de deci¬ 
sions, mais fatiliter Ie dialogue 
direct* entre les parties concer- 
nees. 

A Dam as. le chef de la diplo- 
matie syrienne, Farouk A1 
Chareh, s*6tait dgalement en- 
tretenu avec la titnka de ia con¬ 
ference Internationale. A.: la 
question de- savoir si la Syrie 
acoepterait de partitiper a une 
telle conference sans la garantie 
qu’Israei se retire du Golan occu¬ 
py depuis 1967, il avait ripondu: 
«li est impossible de penser & la 
paix dans notre region sans le 
retrait total isradlien du Golan et 
de tous les territoires arabes 
occupds* et avait soulignd la 
ndcessitd d'une annonce *.claire et 
prdalable* de la disposition des 
Israeliens de s'en retirer. (d’aprds 
agences) 


Les bases du «marche commun» arabe jetdes a Amman 


Quatre, et bientot plus? 


Les chefs de gouveraenzeuts 
jordanien, dgyptien, irakien et 
oord-ydmdiilte ont approuvd 

mardi ft Amm an la charte 
fondatrice du Conseil de 
coopdratioa arabe (CCA), un¬ 
ion dconomique entre les 
quatre pays. Un minJ-sommet 
des chefs de ces Etats doit 
ratifier cette foudatkm jeudi ft 


Intifada: plus d’argent 


En un an dTntifada, les Palesti- 
ntens de Qsjordanie, environ 
800.000 personnes. onl vu leur 
niveau de vie chuter de 50 pour 
cent, estnhe une dtude faite rece- 
ment par la chambre de com¬ 
merce de Raniallah, fun des trois 
. “centres industries* de Cisjorda- 
nie, aved Naplouse et Hebron. 

En 12 mois, le reveiiu par fete 
en Cisjordanie est passe de 1.500 
dolbrs, proche de celui de la 
jo'rdanie. ft 700 dollars, proche de 
celui de I’Egypte, pnSdse cette 
etude.. Autreraent .fUt^.ia Cisjor- 
danfe est passce, en lih'an, du 
'camp des ; pays oti le «d 6 collage» 
economique est envisageabie ft 
celuf. des pays au seuil de la 
pauvrete. 

- Tome une ser»e de facteurs ont 
contnhue a. cette cfegringoiade 
tragique. Les uns sont imputables 
a la “guerre ti»nomique* im- 
pitoyable qu'Israel livre aux 
Palesriniens pour les faire plier. 


Mais selon les industriels pajesri- 
niens, la precipitation de cette 
degringolade a ete provoqude par 
les differentes chutes du Dinar 
jordanien. commenc 6 es cet efe. 

Quand un palestinien paye ses 
taxes au fisc israelien — et depuis 
quelques mois ces taxes se multi- 
plient — eJlc doivent fetre reglees 
sur la- parife de 5.2 shekels pour 
1 JD, le taux de juilet dernier. 

D'une part, 1'argent remre 
moins cbez les palestiniens pour 
des raisons propres ft I'intifada: 
moins de travail, moins de 
saiaires, moins de commerce. 

Mais aussi, ■ inoins d’argent- 
venant de I’dtranger: saiaires 
pay 6 s ft Amman, envois des tra- 
vaSleurs immigres dans le Golfe, 
subventions d'institutions arabes. 
Depuis I'intifada, ces rentrdes 
d'argent Granger, Qui fitaient illi- 
mitbes aiiparavant, sont mainte- 
nant rdduites aft 400 JD par per- 
sonne et par mois. 


Sdou le premier ministre jorda- 
■den Zead RJfai, an tel rgroupe- 
nxml est nMssrirt ft [’benre on le 
monde “s'organise en blocs ftco- 
nomiqaes et fttaMii des riseanx de 
coopftratkm mter-rdgionale”. D a 
prick que cette union constitue 
“une base soUde poor la coopera¬ 
tion et b solidarity entre pays 
arabes” ct a vocation ft s'onvrir ft 
d’autres Etats arabes, ‘Horn de 
toute forme de polarisation. ” 

Le ministre de l’informatJon, 
Haul KJiassawneb, a ^jontf que le 
CCA fflostre b conviction des 
qnatre Etats d’apartenir ft une 
m£me nation, rCaffirmant qnr la 
porte dlail ouverte am autres 
Etats arabes. 

“C’est le premier pas sdrienx 
sur la voae d'une action arabe 
commune, qui souBre d 1 inactivity 
depuis 30 ans”, a poor sa part 
estiufe le chef du gonveraement 
irftkien, Taha Yassin Ramadan. 
Selon Ini, on ne pent pas isoter h 
dimension pofitiqne et I'aspect 
yconomiqne de cette union, qtri 
coaroune dix ans de coordination 
politique entre les qnatre pays 
fondateurs. 

Le premier ministre £gyptien, 
Atef Sedki, a indiqud que l’£tab- 
Dssementd’un groupement feono- 
miqne arabe “suivait I’exetnple de 
h commanante europdezme” et 
“auratt ufevitablemeut des retom- 
bftes pofitiques”. 

11 a prick que le CCA aHait se 
doter d’on consefl ftxdcntif qui se' 
r£nnfrait denx fois par an, snggdr- 
ant qu’il soil base ft Amman. 

Sur le plan pratique, le CCA 
vise ft minimiser la ooncuirenoe 



Jordan ie, Irak, Y£roen du Nord, Egypte: Its “Quatre* se veulent an 
noyau fondatear 


entre les “Qnatre''' et stimuler 
knrs ^changes de marchaadises et 
de main-d'oeuvre. Un comitft des 
importations conun on devrait 
permettre d’obtenir des prix plus 
has. Des responsables jordamens 
ont lndiqny que le ConseB vise ft 
abaisser les barriftres douaniftres 
entre les tk Qnatre” et ft imposer 
des t aw sur les importations 


bors-CCA. Seion des sources offi- 
clelles, les quatre compagnies 
aftriennes devraient fosionner. Un 
projet de Eaisoa maritime entre la 
Mftditerrannfte et la Mer Rouge 
est ft i'fttade, reliant Alexandrie ft 
Hudaydah (Yftmen), via Aqaba. 

Le CCA concerne qnelqne 80 
millions d’habitants dans les 
qnatre pays. 


Syrie-Jordanie: plus pres 


Le premier ministre syrien, 
Mahmoud Al-Zohbi, a effected 
du 9 an 11 fftvrier one visite de 
trois jonrs en Jordanie, an 
cours de laqueDe 3a k requ 
par le Roi Hussein et a co- 
prftskfe avec son homologne 
Zeid Rifai les travanx du haul 
comite mixte jordano-syrien. 

Les entretiens entre le 
souverain Hachdmite et M. 
Zohbi ont notamment porte 
sur le d6veloppement des rela¬ 
tions bilaterales, “dans le 
cadre d'une coordination plus 
pouss6e entre pays arabes”, 
a-t-on indiqud de source offi- 
tielle. Selon one source politi¬ 
que inform£e, une dventuelle 
adhesion de la Syrie au CCA a 
efe dvoqude par M. Zohbi et 
les responsables jordaniens. 

Amman estime que Damas a 


Vague de froid 


L’hiver le plus dur 


Une aocalmie a 6<6 observ^e a 
partir de mardi dans h vague de 
grand ft-md qui s’est a battue cette 
semaine sur la Jordanie. et le 
Proche-Orient. 

" ' Cette demfere 1 vague,'qui fait 
suite ft une p 6 riode de gels depuis 
ie d 6 but du mois, s’est accompag- 
nde d’importantes chutes de pluie 
et de netge. Pas moins de 57 
accidents de voitures ont 6 te en- 
registfes par la police dimanche 
et lundi dans Ie perimfttre du 
Grand Amman. Lundi. Ies auto- 
riies ont fermd Ies universifes et 


Rues pietonnieres, circulation amelioree 

La bassB-ville bientot rehaussee 


La rue dn march* aux fruits et Kgumes (fontaine 
romalne>sera rendue aux automobBes. Eu piquet*, 


les iraroenbles a dftnrire^ , L|BH>!I 
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c«i^au|ourd’hu.- Lef blues du marchand de legumes 


jLs^cSuverneBieni jordanien a 
deCT^^HgiraBch-im’auKJiird’hui 


urkey 

S0 1 : 

m. 


jeud’rserait .tin. jom- de vacances 
,pria«juesVjiouf marquer la naiss- 
‘ ance; du*. ConseiJ de cooperation 
. ! ^Voir article, ci-de- 

^?^^.\.t«s. , .*tabiis 5 ements publics 
seront fernfes jeuicn touie la 
'jAuaa^ei: y. \ 

Hommage a-la 

^toixrfiouge 4 

lipriBicfirHasan^^ rendu bom- 
magb safjtddz-Z Taction humam- 
taire tie' li - .Crpix-Rouge, - au 
Crt^sant^oa^'er. ^ux Natioi^- 


jotus. OE^aimg rpar la Croissant- 
CoinS* 

mtematipn^^e ta" Crofix-Rouge.' 
Lespartkq^ntsft congrfesont 
tfebatta. desdroi^: des obrib tians^ 
l^ lemt^riK ooaqj 6 s, d«s plans 
ti'jfivacmiticB.-de ia torttHe .des 
tktsnusi 1 jutiraint i’atteaitign sur 
vwfations xJelaLoi li nmam - 
t^re iuteniationale" dan s-les terri- 
tdir^ocaipfiileilaa^ 
(Ptetra;^ 


Dans cette extrftmite Snd-Est 
-du sonic, te commerce- est. 
bruyant, convivial et prospere: 
march* aux fruits et fegumes, 
avec ses bouebers et ses etals de 
to mates remont*es de la vall*e. 
Mais les cageots et les “caisses’ 
ne font pas bon m*nage. Les 
klaxons s’fepoumonnent, taxis 
et autobus obstruent ces ruti¬ 
les d’un Amman rescap* du 
pass*, au coin de la fontaine 
ipmaine. 

Un pass* qu’il va bien falloir 
rhabdler aux canons du futur: ft 
partir du printemps, les rues tie 
la basse-viBe revfiteront leur 
nouveaux atoms. Premier lift¬ 
ing dans le passage du march* 
aux fruits et kgumes, ft prox- 
iximit* dn Nympheum. 
Moyehnant un alignement au 
buldozzer sur quelque 20 
boutiques, cm pourra descen-. 
dre eo.ligne droite du souk de. 
Vor ft la ‘-grande rue aux 
arcades. Finis les detours. Les 
commergants ■ conoerofis sont 
d*jft'-au rourantL Pun d’eux 
exhibe 'Ia lettre, reqoe...d*but 


janvier, lui enjoignaijt de plier 
bagages avant le 26 fdvrier. 

“S’ils veulent *largir la rue, 
pourquoi ne rasent-ils pas ce 
tas de pierres?”, s’insurge can- 
di dement un boueber, d*sig- 
nant-la fontaine roraaine, “au-. 
cune familte. n!en tire son 
gagne-pain!” M*me reaction 
diez ce marchand de fruits et 
kgumes: “Quand je suis aniv* 
id en 1948, j'fttais ctiibataire. 
J’ai mont* mon commerce, qoi 
nourrit maintenant ma famille. 
Chaque boutique fait vivre 
dnq ft six personnes. Qn'al- 
lons-nous devenir?" 

La r*ponse est toujours 
ckbattue ft la municipality. On 
parie d’espaces fibres dans le 
march* de 1'br. “Mais qui ira 
acheter de la viande dans le 
secteur des bijoux?” Autre re- 
pli *voqu*: I'esplanade blan¬ 
che jouxtant le tikfttre remain. 
"C’est on endroit pour 
touristes; je vends dcs 
kgumes, pas des cartes post- 
ales. Et pois je ne parie que 
Kara be", proteste notre com- 


mergant... A la munitipalit*. 
on-rcconnait qu'on ne pourra 
pas remplacer le vieux march* 
au kgumes par un double 
exact. 

“Quand on r*nove, il y a 
toujours des m*contents et des 
: victimes, soupire Kamal 
Jalouqa, directeur du projet”. 
On prfvoit n*nanmoins des 
compensations ftnanciftres. 
Mais les expulses renaclent 
d*ja: selon la loi, 1 'argent va 
aux propri*taires des immeu- 
bles, qui sont tenus de reverser 
15% aux *ventuels exploitants 
de foods de commerce. Tob- 
tiendrai au mieux 400 dinars... 
alors qu’il y a deux ans, on me 
proposait 30.000 dinars pour 
reprendre la boutique”. M.. 
Jalouqa affirme que pJour corri- 
ger ces. injustices, la (oi devrait 
etre amdnagee ft la faveur des 
exploitants. En attendant, les 
rumeurs circulent. Et les voi¬ 
tures embouteilfent. 

George Kershaw 


Embouteillages, poUntion, sur- 
popolation: Ie vie ax centre d'Am¬ 
man, en basse-vflle, connait une 
arise de croissance. La monkipa- 
bt* d'Amman envisage depuis 
trois ans de r*nover FendroiL Les 
travaux devraient commencer 
d’ici la fin de I'amke. 

“La basse-ville? Maintenant 
que Ies changeurs sont fermes, je 
ne vois pas ce que j’irais y faire. 
On ne peut pas s'y garer, on 
tircule mal, et quand on peut 
enfin deambuler. on se cogne aux 
barriftres et aux autres pistons. 
Un calvaire pour tout le monde. 
Non merci!’* La reflexion de cet 
habitant du djdbel Amman 
resume bien la situation: dans les 
beaux quartiers, on ne va pas ft 
“downtown” par plaisir, mais par 
obligation. 

Cest pourtant le centre bis 
torique de la ville, avec ses souks 
et ses vestiges remains. Seule¬ 
ment votla: la population d’Am¬ 
man a doubk depuis dix ans, et 
avec eile le nombre de voitures. 
Dans le mftrhe temps, le com¬ 
merce en basse-ville a redoubl* 
cTactivit*. “On estime que 95% 
des magasins ont une clientele ft 
lkchelie de la ville”, estime 
Samir AJ Moussa, ingftnieur ft la 
munitipalite. 

Le flot des pt*tons autour dela 
mosqu*e Husseini d*passe large- 
ment ie cadre des 38.000 habi¬ 
tants de ce secteur de 182 hec¬ 
tares (dtiimit* par les six djdbels 
qui 1’entourent). L'histoire suit 
son cours: la mosqu*e Husseini 
fut constitute en 1920 par le Roi 
Abdallah sur tes mines d'une 
mosqu*e Ommeyade. Le souk ne 
date pas dliier. Et tout irait bien 
pour ce centre commercial si Ton 
n’avait pas invent* le moteur ft 
explosion... 

“Les inconv*nients de la basse- 
ville sont d’abord dus ft la circula¬ 
tion”, explique Kamal Jalouqa, 
directeur des projets ft la muni- 
cipalite. Problftme num*ro un: la 
basse-ville est a 1 ’heure actuelle 
un passage incontoumable sur 
I’axe Est-Ouest de la capitate. 
L'automobiliste qui vient du 
dj*bel Amman est oblig* d'y de- 
scendre pour se rendre ft Zarqa, 
par exemple. 

Et si par malbeur il a emprunt* 
la rue King Faisal, ou d*boucbent 


tout int*r£t ft se rallier au 
“groupe des Quatre” et assure 
que les contentieux de la Syrie 
avec I’Egjpte et surtout 1’Irak 
ne devraient pas empficher 
Iktablissement de relations 
*oonomiques bdnefiques, ajo- 
ute-t-on de m£me source. 

Le comit* mixte a fix* a 200 
milfions de dollais annuels le 
volume des ^changes bilafer- 
aux, qui atteignait 50 millions 
de dollars en 1987. 11 a *gale- 
ment 6 t* d*tid* de renforcer la 
coop*ration dans le domaine 
de l'*nergie *Iectrique. M. 
Zohbi a vist* Ie chantier du 
barrage AI Wahdah sur la 
riviftre Yarmouk, dans le nord 
de la Jordanie. D sera dot* 
d’une centrale hydraub'que qui 
devrait foumir 75% de sou 
*lectritit* ft la Syrie. 


les ecoles en raison du blocage 
des routes par la neige, qui a 
bloqu* le raeme jour 50 voitures 
sur la route de J'aeroport. 

Au Liban, ou des temp*tes de 
neige se sont abattues dimanche, 
des villages ont *t* isol*s pendant 
48 heures. La neige atteignait par 
endroit un metre d’*paisseur. 

L’hiver 1989, exceptionnelle- 
menf rigoureux, au Proche- 
Orient, a *te qualifi* de “catas¬ 
trophe naturelle par le ministre 
de l’agriculture le 6 ftvrier. Les 
temperatures dans la valke du 


Jourdain soot tomb*es jusqu'ft 
moins 6 degres Celsius ce mois-ri, 
aprfts deux vagues de gel simi- 
lalres en novembre et janvier. On 
a estim* de source offitielle a 
95% less dommages causes aux 
cultures d'aubergines, de pom- 
mes de terre, de haricots verts et 
de bananes dans le nord et le 
centre de la vallee. 

Selon le directeur chi d*parte- 
ment de m*t*oroiogie, la der- 
niere vague de froid venait des 
fegjons polaires, via l'Asie cen¬ 
trale, la Turquie et la Grfece. 


toutes les voitures venant aussi 
bien du 36me cerde que d'Abdali 
et du Wadi Sakra, il aura tout le 
temps de gouter le spectacle pit- 
toresque du souk: arriv* devant 
la mosqu*e, il faut la contoumer 
par la droite, en empnintant des 
rues tortueuses et encombr*es, 
pour se rerrouver sur la bonne 
voie, sur la longue rue Quraish 
(dite “de Rivoli", avec ses 
arcades). De la, on pourra enfin 
rejoindre en ligne droite I'autoro- 
ute de Zarqa. Ouf. 

Ce detour embouteille devrait 
*tre la premiere vicrime du plan 
municipal. Car pour peu qu'on 
d*molisse quelques immeubles 
mal align*s et qu’on modifie ie 
sens du traffic (voir plan et encad- 
r*), il est possible de desoendre 
en ligne droite sur la me Quraish. 
On limite ainsi les points de 
friction, en installant de bon 
vieux “feux” aux croisemems 
nevralgiques. 

Et ce n'est pas tout. La plupart 
des rutiles innervant le souk 
seront ferm*es a la tirculation, 
pour limiter les incursions lat*r- 
ales sur les mes King Talal et 
Quraish. Pour le reste, il est 
pr*vu d’*Iargir les trottoirs, 
d'ameliorer l’eclairage, d’installer 
des *quipements publics (bancs, 
t*l*phones, etc.). Quant aux ter- 
minaux de transports en com- 
mun, ils seront regroupes a 1 ’en- 
tree et ft la sortie de la basse-ville. 
Cet ensemble de modifications 
devrait *tre entam* d’ici la fin de 
1'annde. Au prix de quelques 
embouteillages pour travaux... 

Le projet, approuv* fin janvier 
par le gouvemement, engage 
quelque 4 millions de dinars. 
Mais ce n’est qu'un d*but. Car ft 
long terme, la munitipalit* en- 
tend d*vier de son axe actuel Ie 
train: Est-Ouest. Parmi les solu¬ 
tions ft l'*tude, un viaduc enjam- 
bant Ia basse ville, un tunnel sous 
Je dj*beJ Jofefa (30 millions de 
dinars),... Faute de moyens, il 
semblerait selon M. Jalouqa 
qu'on opte pour un *largisseraent 
de la me Toliani (hopital italien), 
qui deviendrart un axe majeur 
Est-Ouest paralkle a la rue 
Quraish. Pour que “downtown” 
redevienne un plaisir, pas one 
corvfe... 

Francois Dncroux 


Chevardnadze a Amman dimanche 


Le retour de Moscou 


Le ministre sovi*tique des 
Affaires etrangftres, Edouard 
Chevarnadze, est attendn ft 
A mm an dimanche prochain. U 
s’agit de la premkre visite d'un 
chef de la diptomatie sovktique 
en Jordanie, dans le cadre 
d'une initiative “pour nn rftgle- 
ment du conflit au Procbe- 
Orfent*. 

M. Chevardnadze effectue 
une toum*e dans cinq pays du 
Proche-Orient, sa premiere vi¬ 
site dans la r*gion depuis son 
entrde en fonction en 1985. Il 
se rendra le 17 fevrier ft 
Damas, puis a Amman le 19. 
au Caire le 20, & Bagdad Ie 23 
et enfin le 25 ft T*h*ran, ou il 
s*journera deux jours. 

La diplomatie sovierique 
effectue ainsi un retour en 
force au Proche-Orient. alors 
que les demiers soldats de I'ar- 
mee rouge viennent de quitter 
Kaboul. Le “gu*pier* afghan 
avait isol* Moscou tant de 
1’Occident que des pays musul- 
mans, au nom de la solidarite 
islamique. 

Moscou avait d*ja contribue 
au geste du PNC ft Alger, en 
encourageam discretement 
I’OLP a reconnaiire Israel. Par 
ailleurs, i’URSS multiplie les 


signes d’encouragement a 
Israel, bien que les relations 
diplomatiques entre les deux 
pays soient rompues depuis 
1967: liberalisation de 
I’emigration des juifs sovieti- 
ques, ouvemire du premier 
centre culture! juif ft Moscou. 
et surtout d'un consuiat israe¬ 
lien en juillet 1987. Mais 
I’LIRSS reste ferme sur la re¬ 
prise des relations diplomati¬ 
ques avec I’Etat hebreu. qu'ei¬ 
le soumet ft la participation 
isratiienne ft une conference 
Internationale de paix. 

Cette conference semble au- 
jourd'hui beaucoup moins uto- 
pique. d’autam qu'elle benefi- 
tie du soutien de la «troika<- 
europeenne (Ie ministre espag¬ 
nol des Affaires etrangeres. 
Francisco Fernando Ordonez, 
est attendu a Moscou le 2 
mars). 

La visite de M. Chevard¬ 
nadze en Iran constituera un 
temps fori de sa tournee, a pres 
des annees de relations ten- 
dues: interdiction du parti 
communiste ira nie n, denoncia- 
tion par Teheran des livraisons 
massives d'armes sovietiques a 
1'Irak. (Samer Badaro, d’apres 
agences) 


FIGURE 


Oud sans frontieres 



Un visage en kune de couteau, 
£dair* de grands yens fi*vreux et 
d’un sourire d’enfant: Nassir 
Shcmma , 25 ans, hoik montante 
de I'oud irakien, en Impose par sa 
shnplitil*. Disciple de son com- 
patriote Mounir Bachir, “maes¬ 
tro” de cet in strument invent* ft 
Babylone il y a 2.300 ans. Nassir 
r*invente une musique qui r*con- 
tilie les oreilles orientates et 
ootidentales. 

Ecoutons-Ie: sa musique est un 
hommage au silence, comme un 
cksarrei face ft l'immen sit*. F 6 b- 
riles et anguleux^ ses longs doigts 
tirent. marfelent puis caressent 
les six cordes sur le bois. Tantfit 
“staccato", tantot effleur*, tou¬ 
jours himineux. 

Mais I'origjnalit* de la musi 
que de Nassir r*side moins dans 
son touch* que dans ses harmo¬ 
nies. Harmonies, oui, sur un in¬ 
strument qui pourtant suggdre un 
jeu lineaire et monophonique. La 
“musique arabe", en somme. 
Nassir. lui. plaque des accords 
parfaits, fait cohabiter la tierce 
classique et les quarts de tons 
orientaux, dans un jeu qui evque 
ft I'*vidence la guitare espagnole, 
Paco de Lucia. 

Le sumom de “petit Z*riab" 
qu'on lui donne dans la presse 
arabe tient plus qu'a son seul 
physique longiligne et ft sa vir¬ 
tuosi!*. Z*riab, est-ce un hasard. 
avait quitt* au Seme siftcle sa 
M*sopotamie natale pour rejoin¬ 
dre avec son oud l'Espagne alors 
Ommeyade. Point de d*part de 


A L’AFFICHE 


CINEMA 

Kramer contre Kramer 

De Robert Benton, avec Meryl 
Streep ei Dustin Hoffman: une fem¬ 
me quilte son man en lui lai&sani son 
petit garqon de six ans. Le pere 
reddeouvre son enfant. Mais bientdt, 
r*pouse weut r*cuperer celui-ci. Cipq 
Oscars. 

Centre am^rwaiB. jesdi 16 e« dimanche 19 ft 
19MO 


Cin^-club 

Stances rcspectivement 6 13h06, lShflO, 
IThOS, 19b00, 28U0. Le 16: Vidcodromc. 
Out of season. Darb Al Hawa. Chinese 
film. Death sk stalker (I). Le 17: Midnight 
run. AJ Mus'ala Al Kourba (Irak). Night 
mother. Chinese fUm, Death stalker (2). Le 
18: Saigon, Al Yom Al Sadcss. Moon 
srrude. Chinese film, Che Arabal. Le 19: 
Nightmare in Elm street. Adieu Bona¬ 
parte. Alamo. Chinese film. Che Arabal. 
Le ZB: The fortunate pilgrimage. Al Ous- 
four, A fish called Wanda. Chinese film. 
Body double. Le 21: Murder of Mary 
Vagon. The night porter. Al Tahrccr. 
Chinese film. Vampire at midnight. Le 22: 
Death, before dishonour. One flew over 
cukoo's nest. Indian summer. Chinese film. 
Fanny hill. 

FUms en version originate, TeL 663901. 
Route de runmrsM, 6 drtkt aprtis le 
b&ttaiem “Caterpillar'’, pub lire A 
pude, 300m. 

CONCERTS 

Duo Gerard, piano 

Lucette et Jean-Claude Gerard, pri¬ 
cks aux conservatoires de Nimes et 
de Marseille, font prevue d'une 
bomogdikit* sans faille, offram un 
repertoire rare ment interpret*: De- 
bussy, Faur*. Chabrier et Ravel. 

BOCdHoUday Inn. jendi 166 20M0. Places: 
3 dinars. 

Consortium Classlcum 

Six musuciens foment cet orchestre 
de chambre ahemand habitu* dcs. 
festivals de Salzburg, Vienne. Ber¬ 
lin,... Plusieu/s fois prim*. Oeuvres 


I’utilisation du luth, puis de la 
mandoline et de la guitare sous 
ces latitudes. Mais surtout metis- 
sage musical arabo-europ*en. 
dont le style arabo-andatou est ie 
femoin toujours vivant, et dont la 
musique espagnole conserve Ies 
accents orientaux. 

Nassir Shemma sou ligne que 
plus tard, la musique arabe se 
colora ft son tour d'harmonies 
venues d'oetident. C’est en partie 
dans ce mouvement vieux de mil- 
le ans que Nassir puise aujour- 
d’hui son inspiration. "J'aspire ft 
universaliser la musique arabe, ft 
la rendre accessible ft des oreilles 
*trang*res", dit-il. D*marche in¬ 
verse et complementaire de celle 
de Julien Weiss, joueur frangais 
de “kanoun". qui fait revivre 
avec son groupe “Al kindi” la 
musique arabe savante du 15*me 
siftcle. (concert ft Amman I'an 
dernier). 111'a rencontre ft Bagh¬ 
dad et s'est li* d'amitie avec lui. 

Nassir r*pete actuel lement ft 
Amman la piece “Al bilat lalabat 
ahlaha" ("Le mal du pays"), in¬ 
spire par I'intifada, dont il a 
compose la musique (du 23 au 25 
fevrier. Palace of Culture). Il 
rejoindra en mars Paris, oil il doit 
enregistrer son cinquiftme album 
et donner un concert. Nassir est 
d*ja famillier de la capirale. oh tl 
a jou* en 1985, au Th*fttre de a 
Ville et aux Amandiers. Puisse sa 
chaleur tranquille se transmetfre 
aux Parisiens toujours press*s... 


de Haydn. Weber. Hummel et 
Mozart. 

Outre culture! royal, cauirdl 18 8 20h00. 
BUMS (S dinars) au Goethe l nmth it e et jm 
RCC. 

CONFERENCES 

Mode en Occident 

Long, rout court, large, etroit: Fran- 
goise P*trovitcb retrace l'*rolurion de 
la mode au 20£me si*dc en Occident. 

CCF, dhmnche 19 6 18hW leu fran^dal 

Bible et hlstolre: 
les origines de I’Etat 

Docteur en histoire de la Sorbonne, 
Jean-Michel de Tarragon est prufes- 
seur d’histoire ft 1’Ecole biWique de 
Jerusalem 

CCF, manfi 20 6 IStiOO ten fraapas) 

EXPOSITIONS 

Frangoise Petrovitch, 
gravures 

Les gravures de Franpjisc Peirovitch, 
professeur d'expresskm plastique et 
de stylisme. transcendent I'apesan- 
teur dans un tourbillon. 

CCF, du mtnH 21 Kvrter n 2 man: 

Photos: Under pure skies 

Cent dich*s du Moyen-Orient au 
19*me riftcle, dont Petra, ia Mer 
Morte et J*rusalem 

Ualvereil* du Yarmouk. du md 18 au 
22 . 

TELEVISION 

"Clara et les chics types”, de Jean 
Monet, avec Isabelle Adjani ei Thier¬ 
ry Lbermitte: com*die. Les Chics 
types, un groupe de six musiciens 
qui" “gaferent" en province ei yeu- 
lent monter ft Parts. Clara, qui vient 
de rompre avec son *poux le jour de 
son manage. Un de perdu, six de 
retrouv*s... (JTV, vendredi 17 ft 
17h30). 
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Women of the Arab World are often mis- 
rowterstood in the West, where too few are 


nk 


Sr ,!•>*>»- 


prepared to 
veil. 


consider the person behind the Bonthaina Shaaban: Women are becoming consd ow o f 

their rights. 


Shades of Arabian women 



i 1 e 



Egypt: The birth of a baby boy Is a cause for major celebration. 


Five years ago feminists of the Middle East were predicting great 
achievements would have been recorded in the region by die end 
of the decade. Yet. despite much fine rhetoric from a variety of 
sources ; about the need for change and the intention to effect 
c hange , little- in the way of real progress has actually been 
recorded. Is the “new*' Arab woman we hear about-a widespread 
phenomenon or does the term refer to those much vaunted, 
isolated examples such as the Jordanian woman who was the first 
female to py a commercial TriStar jet or the Kuwaiti woman who 
was appointed Dean of the country's Faculty of Law? The not 
inconsiderable achievements of these women "were a talking point 
half a decade ago — but if real progress in sexual equality is being 
made, surely some new heroines should, by now, be emerging. 


By Pat Lancaster 


THE fate of the Arab women fa 
often portrayed by the western 
media in the Tole of eternal sub¬ 
mission — driven from her home 
by exile and war; commanded by 
fundamentalist Islam to cover her 
face with the veil and always to 
obey ber husband.and father. Yet 
that is not what Syrian-born 
Bouthaina Shaaban, found when 
she set out to talk to Arab women 
with the purpose of writing a 
book. She found scholars and 
freedom fighters, poets and 
mothers of martyrs — intelligent, 
spirited and often angry women, 
organising themselves to chal¬ 
lenge the shape of the world they 
inherit. Bouthaina Shaaban 
talked to Pat Lancaster. 

"Things are moving gradually 
for Arab women but they are 
moving in the right direction. 
Women are becoming more con¬ 
scious of their own rights and 
individuality. They no longer 
consider themselves as just being 
their- husband^j-yife, their;, 
father’s daughjtffvor their 
brother's sister, but there is still a 
long way to go,” according to 
Bouthaina Shaaban, author of 
Both Right and Left Handed, ^ 

which Palestinian, Syrian, Alge¬ 
rian and Lebanese women speak 
of their own experiences in the 
male dominated society of the 
Middle East. 

The idea for the book came to 
Bouthaina Shaaban during a visit 
to London in 1982. It was the 
long, intense summer of the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon. Tele¬ 
vision brought ever more unbe¬ 
lievable scenes of horror and car¬ 
nage into homes around the 
world; each- day pictures of the 
dead' and dying were featured 
alongside the ruined and broken 
buildings of a once sophisticated, 
cosmopolitan city, until most of 
us were numbed to the violence 
and destruction. Pregnant with 
her first child, the author's grief 
for die mothers of Beirut, for the 
Lebanese in the bombarded city 
and the Palestinians in the re¬ 
fugee camps set her thinking ab¬ 
out the fate of women in struggles 
' they do not control, and as vic¬ 
tims of violence they do not 
initiated "Then, a year later, I saw 
Lebanese and Palestinian women 
dry their tears, dress their 
wounds and pick up guns, to 
surprise the world with their 
heroic effort to fight back. Those 
women defined every stereotype 
of the passive, complaint Arab 
woman. They were not the duti¬ 
ful wives and daughters, that we 
bad been taught, the Prophet 
demanded, and that the law de¬ 
mands in many Arab countries. I 
resolved to learn something ab¬ 
out ij»y own people. 

Love and admiration 


Intervening little in her inter- 
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views with Palestinian, Syrian, 
Algerian and Lebanese women 
from all social classes, die author 
wanted them to speak for them¬ 
selves, to tell their own stories in 
their own way. ‘T hoped by this 
means to enable other Arab 
women and Western women to 
hear for themselves the voices of 
these women — fighters and pro¬ 
fessionals, politicians and 
peasants, devoted wives and 
faithful mothers of martyrs... The 
accounts of these women filled 
me with love and admiration for 
my own sex. I found women to be 
brave fighters, bold thinkers, un¬ 
compromising partisans, affec¬ 
tionate mothers, great friends, 
and mostly unselfish in their atti¬ 
tudes and beliefs. Behind the 
facade of a “weak’ sex I disco¬ 
vered courageous, original minds 
and principled moral values. 
What we women need most of all, 
I concluded, is the chance to 
discover each other, in order to 
take our true place in this world 
that has so far been moulded by 


...... ji'■*’? 


Born andraised in Syria, 
Bouthaina Shaaban has had per¬ 
sonal experience of some of the 
difficulties of growing up female 
in a society where gender fa often 
the paramount consideration, 
where being male is frequently 
more important than either in¬ 
telligence or academic capability. 


Crimes of honour 


Shaaban recalls in her book 
how, as a schoolgirl in 1968, she 
was horrified by the sight of a 
classmate, Aziz, dancing about in 
the centre of the village, waving a 
dagger dripping with blood and 
chanting: ‘Tve killed her and 
saved the family’s honour.” Aziz 
had committed a so-called ’crime 
of honour' by murdering his un¬ 
married, pregnant sister Yemen. 
But far from being ashamed of his 
foul deed her brother dipped his 
hands in the warm innocent blood 
and went into the streets trium¬ 
phantly to publicly celebrate the 
cleansing of his ‘honour.’ 

Since burial ceremonies are not 
usually allowed for the victims of 
‘crimes of honour 1 any respect 
shown towards the dead body 
would be construed as condoning 
the victim's ignoble act, Shaaban 
explains. Thus, young children 
were asked to pull the body to the 
graveyard at the other end of the 
village. The image of the scene, 
portrayed by the author is a 
sickeningly powerful one: “Chil¬ 
dren were pulling her by the hair, 
throwing big stones at her mis¬ 
shapen. pregnant abdomen and 
spitting at her. On our way back 
from school we saw the naked body 
still laying in the graveyard like a 
dead sheep. None of os dared 
show the slightest sign of pity...” 
Yemen was 16 when her brother 
slit her throat. He was impris¬ 
oned for six months to emerge 


from prison with “a mysteriously 
heroic air,” Shortly after bis re¬ 
lease he travelled to the Gulf 
States to get some money 
together. “When he came back 
he opened up a bakery in the 
village and started feeding the 
village people with bread made 
with the same bands that had cut 
his sister’s throat and had been 
dipped in her blood.” 

My first question to Bouthaina 
Shaaban was about Yemen. Was 
the story true T asked incredu¬ 
lously? Yes, perfectly true, she 
assured me and even though Ye¬ 
men's death occurred more than 
20 years ago the same thing is 
happening in rural areas of the 
Arab world in 1988. The murders 
are still considered ’crimes • of 
honour' and the penalty paid by 
the murderer, if at all, fa still 
pitifully small. 

Bouthaina left the village and 
was awarded a grant to continue 
her education at university in 
Damascus. On completion of her 
B.A., she was offered a grant to 
do postgraduate studies in Bri¬ 
tain. It was while studying for a 
Ph.D. at Warwick University in 
England she was to meet her 
future husband, Khalil, an Iraqi 
Ph.D. student. However; her 
father and older brothers were 
most unhappy with the proposed 
match. The issue came to a head 
when the young couple went to 
visit Bouthaina’s family home in 
Syria. Dr. Shaaban recalls: “Af¬ 
ter meeting the man I chose they 
desperately wanted me to aban- 1 
don him, ostensibly because ofL 
the differences in our nationals-.* 
ties and religions. These two 
issues,-however, were only the 
pretext for something more se¬ 
rious. The real problem was that I 
was the first wo man they had 
known to choose her husband 
quite independently of her 
father’s and brother’s wishes. 
Although all my older brothers 
got married to women of their 
own choice, and invited my father 
as a guest to their wedding cere¬ 
monies, they denied me die same 
right because of the stark fact that 
they were men and I was a 
woman.” 


to give up Khalil. My brothers 
and sisters also wrote me letters 
begging me to leave this man, 
because by then my father had 
started to threaten my younger 
aster Nahid (who was dose fo 
me) saying he would kill her 
instead of me if she didn’t man¬ 
age to convince me to give up the 
idea of marrying Khalil .” 


Presented with an ultimatum to 
give up the man of her choice or 
give up ber family, Bouthaina 
chose to many KhaKL, a decision 
which was to isolate her from her 
father and mother for seven 
yeais. In fact she says, it was only 
after Both Right and Left Hand¬ 
ed was published that contact was 
resumed. It fa typical of her 
generosity of spirit she now feels 
her anguish was not in vain. “In a 
way I became a pioneer for a 
younger generation which leaped 
die fruits of my sacrifice. One of 
my younger sisters, for example, 
just had to name the man the 
chose to many to be given my 
father's blessing and many 
wonderful presents besides.” 


Psychological hardship 


- The relationship with Khalil 
was to result in great psychologic¬ 
al* hardship for Bouthaina. “I 
suffered nightmares about what 
my father might do to me for 
disobeying him. He started to 
admonish me with an unstopp¬ 
able flood of horrid letters. I 
remember leaving his letters for 
days, too frightened to open 
them. They were mostly threats 
that he would kfll me wherever I 
was, if I didn't obey his injunction 


Arab women have a great 
strength in their deeply rooted 
feelings of sisterly solidarity, Dr. 
Shaaban believes. “In the. Arab 
world there fa a lot of solidarity 
but it is not organised. Arab 
women are extremely supportive 
to each other on a personal level, 
praising each other's achieve¬ 
ments and helping each other 
when they can, in all sorts of 
areas. There is a great deal of 
solidarity bnt it is not organised. 
In the west women have official 
workshops where issues are de¬ 
bated, duty hold meetings — 
'there is a structure. This is the 
kind of thing Arab women need 
to work at. We have a women’s 
union and feminists get togethers. 
There is an official organisation in 
Algeria and the attitude of, for 
example, the Syrian government 
towards women is excellent but in 
overall regional terms there is still 
a long way to go and mnch to be 
done. What we need most of all fa 
a change of attitude. There aren’t 
Jaws against women as such but 
general attitudes prevent them 
attaining their potential.** 
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Archetypal image 


Dr. Shaaban believes that the 
archetypal image of the western 
-feminist has ha<( a counter-pro¬ 
ductive effect in die countries of 
the' Middle East. “There is an 
idea — an idea promoted by. men 
— of the western feminist as a 
sexually promiscuous, irresponsi¬ 
ble sort of woman, the kind 
who doesn’t really care about her 
family or children. I would like to 
see this idea, that feminism and 
immorality go hand in hand, 
stamped out completely. Most 
feminists are also loving wives 
and mothers. Losing our family 
should qot be the price we have 
to pay for our beliefs. 


still a ‘woman* with connotations 
of ‘weak, docile and feminine’,’* 
she notes. However, sadder still 
is die way many women react to 
this reasonable pressure. “I 
found that these women, who, for 
the most part; had rich experi¬ 
ences and valuable thoughts, 
were fettered by their own fears 


of seeming odd or ridiculous, or 
ofjeopardising their chances of a 
happy family life if they didn’t 
behave according to inherited so¬ 
cial traditions.’* 

There is a widespread feeling in 
the region—propogated by male 
“hypocrites” that “just because 
women go out to work, to school 


or to university, they are now 
fully liberated and independent. 
The aim of these hypocrites is to 
make women feel grateful for the; 
slight progress they have made , 
and to stop them going beyond 
this. Yet the real battle has only 
just begun,” warns Dr. Sfaaabam - 
— The Muddle East 


Cures for aging? 


By Jim Fuller 


In spite of her own sad experi- 
. ences Bouthaina maintains that 
Arab women are far better off 
than the west perceives them to 
be. “Sadly the western impress¬ 
ion is still very much that of 
somebody wearing the vcfl and 
buying up Harrods. They do not 
see Arab women as they really 
are, wives, mothers and home- 
maters but also informed and 
enlightened people who frequent- 
-,ly hold down responsible, jobs in* 
farming, education, politics and 
law.” 


“Arab women have an age-old 
fear of not performing well in 
what they do. If they run a home 
and hold down a career at the 
same time, then they bear a 
double burden,” Dr. Shaaban 
points out, recalling an incident 
which illustrates the point. “I was 
frequently envied by neighbours 
ana relatives for my helpful and 
very understanding husband and 
my life with him... my hnsband, 
would take our then only, daugh¬ 
ter to her nursery school, help 
with the shopping, cleaning and 
cooking. Yet, If I put the food on 
the table a few degrees hotter or 
cooler than he wanted, we would 
have a row. In my book I mention 
my feelings when in the middle of 
giving a lecture on the Romantic 
Poets, attended by a multitude of-. 
students, I suddenly remembered 
that I bad not removed the meat 
for the evening meal from the 
freezer. I suddenly stopped as if 
struck, by lightning; the words 
jammed in my mouth, my colour, 
must have changed and, judging 
by the way I felt, my heart must 
have stopped as well. It was 
already 12 o'clock and..I had 
forgotten fo take die meat out of., 
the freezer when I left home that - 
morning. The problem was not, 
of course, that I would have 
nothing to eat —that was the ! 
least, important part; my real -| 
quandary was what I was going to 
say to my husband now that he 
had yet more proof of my “in-' 
competence’, ‘carelessness’ and 
‘unorganised mind’.” • • 


During flic course of her re¬ 
search for Both e Right and Left 
Handed, Dr. Shaaban discovered 
that although women have be¬ 
come professionals and politicians 
and have excelled in many fields, 
at home they are still considered 
the weaker sex, and are frequent¬ 
ly expected to act as servants, “fin 
fact, the more successful the 
woman is in ber profession, the 
greater fa the pressure exerted on 
her at home to prove that she is 


WASHINGTON — U.S. phar¬ 
maceutical firms arc in the pro¬ 
cess of developing more than 200 
new medicines to treat heart dis¬ 
ease, osteoporosis, Alzheimer's 
disease and other illnesses that 
plague older people, according to 
recent surveys. 

The Pharmaceutical Manufac¬ 
turers Association, in coopera¬ 
tion with organisations like the 
American Cancer Society and the 
Arthritis Foundation, conducted 
a series of surveys of phar¬ 
maceutical companies to identity 
medicines for the elderly now in 
human tests or awaiting approval 
by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA). The 
series is called “New Medicines 
for Older Americans.” 

“We identified 221 medicines 
in clinical trials by 77 companies 
to treat 23 diseases,” Gerald 
Mossinghoff, president of the 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 
Association, told reporters Jan. 
31. “That is a significant number 
that promises.to-push:back-die 
treatment frontiers for these, dis¬ 
eases in the next : decade.”. 

Mossinghoff estimated that 
$3,600 rnflhon, about half of the 
pharmaceutical industry’s re¬ 
search and development budget 
in 1989, will go toward research 
on diseases that primarily afflict 
older people. - 
. The surveys show .that car¬ 
diovascular- disease leads all 
others as.a target for research 
spending- and drugs in develop¬ 
ment. Some 26 per cent of all 
-research funds go toward drags 
for use against heart disease,, 
hypertension and stroke. 

Heart-disease is the leading 
.cause of death in the .United 
States, particularly among older 
persons. And although the death 
rate from cardiovascular disease 
has drogped 41 per-cent in the 
past 20 -years, the aging of die 
population is expected to result in 
increased incidence-of car-, 
dio.vascular disease, according to 
tile surveys. 

Cancer drags are the second 
largest category of drugs ill de¬ 
velopment for older people, with 
65 such drugs now in human, 
testing primarily for colon, breast 
and lung cancers. Mossinghoff 


said ~ that 29 per cent of the 
.anti-cancer drugs have been de¬ 
veloped through biotechnology, a 
technique that uses living organ¬ 
isms to make or modify products. 

“Biotechnology has become 
important to cancer research be¬ 
cause it helps explain how cancers 
develop in the body and enables 
researchers to boost the body’s 
immune system to fight cancers,” 
he said. 

Mossinghoff said research is 
also strong in medicines for dis¬ 
eases that often result in loss of 
independence for older persons, 
such as Alzheimer’s .disease, 
arthritis, osteoporosis and Par¬ 
kinson's disease. The studies show 
that 48 companies are developing 
69 new drugs that mil treat nine 
diseases that often cripple and 
disable the elderly. 

John Beary, the association’s 
senior vice president for science 
and technology, said significan t 
.strides are being made in de¬ 
veloping treatments for osteopor¬ 
osis, a disease in which the bones 


marketing has been found to half 
the progress of spinal osteopor¬ 
osis and restore lost bone mass at 
-rates of. up to 6 per cent a year. . 

Clinical trials over the last five 
years have shown the ex¬ 
perimental therapy to have a low 
rate of adverse side effects. If 
approved for general use, experts 
report that it would be the first 
treatment to restore bone mass 
for any form of osteoporosis. 

Beary said 15 medicines are in 
development for Alzheimer's dis-. 
ease, with three of the drugs now - 
in the third and final stage of 
human trials. The disease, in- 
which mental functions slowly de¬ 
teriorate, afflicts about 2.5 mil¬ 
lion people in the United States, 
killin g more than 100,000 last 
year alone. 

“It is truly the death of the. 
mind,” Beaiy said. “The burden 
on the family... can lead to 
marital problems and bankrupt¬ 
cy. There are no’ medications 
available that reverse the prog¬ 
ression.” 


become too.-thin and; brittle!-to.He said abc^dnagcuuri-iatide- 
bear the body's weight. About j 24cr’ ^ciopment -fo* ‘JBarianson^CTdis- 
miHion women average 45 suffer ease, with one being considered 


from osteoporosis in the United 
States. 

Although 10 drags for treating 
osteoporosis are trader develop¬ 
ment, a new sodium fluoride drug 
now awaiting FDA approval for 


for approval by the FDA. ? The 
disease, marked by tremors; 
.rigidity and an abnormal gait, 
afflicts more than a milli on peo¬ 
ple over 65 in the United States. 
—- USIA. 





-Heart disease Is the leading cause of death in the United 
States, particularly among older persons. 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open dailv 12:00 -15-30 
18:00-'23:30 


WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel; 661922 > 
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Take away service 
available 


Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


Opan Daily 12.30-3.30pm 
7,30-11.30 pm 
After the Holiday Am hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 
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Marrakesh: a paradise rediscovered 


Marrakesh, histone former capital and holy city to many, has 
assumed new importance after the recent talks there between 
King Hassan and PoTisarfo Front guerriHas. 


By Ali Driss Sebti 

MARRAKESH — From the 
crowds of the packed soaks of 
Marrakesh, Western Sahara 
seems remote. But since the 
January meeting between King 
Hassan and the Pohsario Front, 
which raised the possibility of an 
end of the costly war in the 
former Spanish colony, the 
and eat capita) dty has assumed a 
new political importance. 

“In the pecking order of 
Moroccan dues, one can say that 
Marrakesh now comes right after 
Rabat and Casablanca." said a 
diplomatic visitor. "It’s no longer 
just a point of convergence for 
tourists looking for fun and son-' 
shine." In touristic delights, of 
course, Marrakesh most still com¬ 
pete with Fez. Tangier and Aga¬ 
dir along with Rabat and ‘Casa.’ 

The king’s visit and the siting of 
such a historic peace session in 
Marrakesh put it on the map for 
thousands of Moroccans who 
have witnessed with some regret 
the relegation of the dty to “less 


than its deserved status as an 
imperial capital," as one promin¬ 
ent dtizen put it. 

If all goes weti, die dty of less 
than a million permanent resi¬ 
dents may again become the 
scene of high diplomacy if the 
plans for a Maghreb summit 
bringing together the leaders of 
Algeria, 'Libya, Tunisia and 
Morocco materialise in mid- 
February. 

Although officials have main¬ 
tained that Marrakesh is no less 
important than it was under pre¬ 
vious dynasties, when it was the 
capital, the residents of Mar¬ 
rakesh have found it difficult to 
come to terms with the > city's 
secondary status. "There’s only 
one Marrakesh,” said one shop¬ 
keeper. "It is the best, the 
greatest and the richest city of 
Morocco!" 

Indeed the city’s fame is 
varied. While many Moroccans, 
and certainly thfe tourist guides 
remind a visitor that Marrakesh 
lives up to its title, A1 Babja, the 


City of Delight, in the conserva¬ 
tive corridors of the souks and the 
hushed environs of numerous 
mosques, the same guides are 
wont to-point out Marrakesh is 
also a holy dty, nicknamed MatS- 
nat Sabat ur Kijat, or the City of 
Seven Saints. The mosques and 
shrines across the red sprawl of 
the dty. overlooked‘by die Adas 
mountain range, attest to that 
reputation.. 

10 centnries expansion 

Through 10 centuries of expan¬ 
sion, neglect and rejuvenation, 
Marrakesh has seen at least three 
major ‘boom* eras: from the late 
11th century to the middle of die 
13th with the A1 Movarid and A1 
Mohad dynasties; from the 16th 
to the 17th century with the Saadi 
and, finally, from the 18th cen¬ 
tury onward with the AJawi 
dynasty. 

As early as the 12th .century. 
Ah Ibn Yousuf brought water to 
Marrakesh and paved roads and 
built the mosque that still carries 
his name and lies at the heart of 
the madina, or central quarter. 
Under subsequent rulers, Mar¬ 
rakesh acquired new fortifica- 


^Tfceisto A Moroccan boy ia the Marrakesh souk plays a string instrument. 
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The main courtyard of the Ali Dm Yoosnf comptat.of mosques and mmiressahs in Marrakesh. 
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LENINAKAN. USSR &- inside 
a green.army-.-'teat,'..'about 20. 
Armenian children".now study 
math and the vnfoesofCbranran- 

ism,under a bare fight buIb. A 
small codrfited^finiaaae offers 
warmth that a ' killer ' earthquake- 
look away two months ago.-.. 

The dnkirenm what is now 
LcnmalcafiV school no. 7'don’t 
need to loqkfarto remind, them¬ 
selves ofpec. 7, iheriay the earth 
shook and intitiduced a new les-' 
son, one on sundvaT.. Their for¬ 
mer school fies m ruins jiist over a■ 
hffl. ' ;v-. 7,; - 

ThechfldTCD areamorigtensof 
toousaiuk< ofpeoptewho never 
left or have' returned since the 


'earthquake'-smashed northwest- 
- ern Arttfema whfrar bJowof : 6.9 
on "foe Richter scale. 

- Of the half-million people left 
homeless, some 100,000 — most¬ 
ly women, children and the elder¬ 
ly — were evacuated. Those who 
remain live in tents, mobile 
homes and in the few remaining 
habitable buildings. They shop 
for food in surprisingly well- 
' stocked stores and -receive gov- 
■ eminent benefits. 

After recovering about 25,000 
bodies, 15,000 in Leninakan 
alone, workers have moved on to 
clearing and rebuilding Armenia, 
which-the government says will 
take two years. The Kremlin says 
the quake cost at least $16.1 
billion. . 

Broken concrete and twisted 


■ pipes have -been damped along 
roads' leading to the dty, Arme¬ 
nia’s second largest. 

At one entrance to the dty. a 
sign under a bronze bust of Vladi¬ 
mir I. Lenin, for whom the dty 
was named, vows: “We will build 
np our native Leninakan in two 
years." 

The rabble has been deared in 
the triangle section of Leninakan, 
and 100 construction workers are 
building temporary dormitories 
for themselves. Martin Akopyan 
. said iris Siberian brigade hopes to 
finish the dorms by the end of 
February and start on homes for' 
•the general population. . 

- Among those hoping for 
permanent quarters are Asmik 
Tosunyan and three other people 
living in a one-room mobile home 


donated by West Germany. 

-- Propane stove 

The 2-metre by 6-metre room 
has a propane stove but no elec- 
tridty or running water, just one 
mattress and two chairs. The mid¬ 
dle-aged woman said she received 
the home through the dollmaking 
factory where she worked and 
moved in on. New Year’s Day. 

Marina Opbsepyan, 18. was 
not so lucky. Since the earth¬ 
quake toppled her nine-story 
apartment building and killed her 
parents, she has been living in an 
unhealed tent with no water. 

As she shivered on a Lenina¬ 
kan street, she said, “I asked for 
a house but they said, “where are 
we going to find one*." 


Bad odours bad news for the body 


Unp/easanf odours 'tore not only unwelcome but also 
harmful and lead to serious disorders in the vital functions 
of thehuman body. The fight against pollution in Turkey, 
may now extendlo pungent smelts polluting the environ- 
ment\ - 
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By SeVto; Karasapsa 

ANKARA -Environmental 
. poUution comcs in different ways. 
H Turkey doctors have, bom 
stodyiug the -effect on human 
health, of unwelcome, odours.. . 

. White -fragrance is a boon to 
the sqaies, putrid'smells can 
^uads^aethe body. A group of 
. dpetors at the Ankara University 
faculty oT nttdicine got-together 
ftuufiytp study die hitherto taex- 
ptoredreakn of ar o ma tic poflo- 
tfohmTtadtey. 

Theejqjertsfrxwnthe ear.nose 
and throat, anaesthesiology and 
■ .heart ffegmy‘departmehtsinoni- 
- fored the -effijcts certain smells 
have; on’- people. and their be- 
haviour^at beune, in unive r si ties 
or schools or at work. ‘ : 

The group, consisting of Pro- 
kswrQetin Qohrak, Orhan Yil- 
Mustafa Saatci, Handan 
} Cuhnik and HakJri Akafin, estab¬ 
lished that smells have a tangible 
effect on' the vital functions. 

. 9/heff exposed to 1 unpleasant 
«u»Hs for 4OTg periods, people 
*how ggas. of det e riora ti on not 
only in mefr day*o-<iay perform¬ 
ance but also in theft intelligence. 

' Dr. Oriuu* Yilinaz said the 
research was conducted with the 
hdpctfheahhyindmdhalsand 
"suitable and; willing patients” at 
the faculty’s Ibn-4-Sina Hospital 
m Ankara. -Using ^^modified de- 
yfeetomewhat TOmlai tdihat 
«sed in, assessor the vital. fnnc- : 
lions of heart patients, the doc¬ 
tors exposed 25 yo^mteeis: to. a 
<tf pkasaat and unpfeasant 
anelfe white monitoring their 
tody, functions..•- 

The volunteers wereexpbsed 
to “ordShary. everyday aneHs,” 


such as the fragrance of flowers 
and household waste,'Dr. Yihnaz 
said. The researchers were care¬ 
ful not to use strongly irritating or 
sharp smells, and die volunteers 
were toid to breathe normally. 

Even so, the results were .re¬ 
vealing- Pblse rates went up by a 
significant 10-20 beats per minute 
(against normal pulse rates of 60. 
to 80 beats) in people brought 
. into contact with unpleasant 
.. smells. In the same way an 
app rox im ate 10 to 30 mm rise in 
blood. pressure was noted in 

- volunteers who had normal (110- 
140mm) blood pressure. 

Respiration, on the other 
' hand, fell by 1 to 5 per minute 
aftgr volunteers came .into con¬ 
tact with unpleasant smells. Nor¬ 
mal respiration is between '14-18 
per minute. 

- -The findings have led the ex-' 
perts to toe conclusion that toe 

- human body reacts to unpleasant 
smells by showing signs of stress 
and unease. Moreover,, the doctors 
found that the stress caused by 
bad odours 'was similar to the 
stress recorded in epilepsy suffer¬ 
ers prior to a seizure. 

The effect of pleasant smells 
was quite the opposite, the doc- 
. tors found. The volunteers 
reacted to fragrances with lower 
Mood pressure, slower pulse and 
increased respiration ■— all signs ■ 

. of relaxation and a livelier out-. 
look on life. 

When the unpleasant odours 
were removed the vital signs of 
toe volunteers returned to nor- 
' mal, bat there were no significant 
'changes when the pleasant smells 
were removed and volunteers 
placed-in. a fragrance-free , en¬ 
vironment. 

Dr. Yflmaz explained that a 
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She and some other residents 
.Of leninakan and Spitak, the dty 
closest to the quake’s epicenter, 
complained that they are unable 
to obtain clothing donated from 
abroad and by other Soviet Re¬ 
publics. She accused ‘“the bosses" 
of keeping it for themselves or 
selling it. 

A deputy premier of Armenia, 
Yuri I. Khodzbamiryan, said 
there isn’t enough clothing to- go 
around. Asked about the allega¬ 
tion that distributors-were divert¬ 
ing goods intended for the needy, 
be said: “Everywhere there are 
bad people." 

Officials say 6 million square 
metres of bousing must be built in 
the disaster area in two years, 
more than 2 million of that in 
Leninakan itself. New schools 
and factories also are planned. 

But some critics doubt the re¬ 
construction will be on schedule. 

Vladimir I. Reshitilov, a Soviet 
construction minister and head of 
the Leninakan branch of a gov¬ 
ernment earthquake commission, 
said it is "completely realistic” to 
expect minhnnm facilities within 
two years, but he acknowledged 
complete restoration will take 
longer. 

Officials insist that construc¬ 
tion will be carefully monitored 
to prevent shoddy workmanship 
blamed for such a high death toll. 
A commission is investigating 
why so many new buddings col¬ 
lapsed in toe quake, while older 
structures were only damaged. 

The new buildings will be no 
higher than four stories and will 
be located away from areas with 
heavy seismic activity, said Alex¬ 
ander G. Krivov, deputy chair¬ 
man of a government committee 
cm architecture and dty building. 
He said more detailed building 


codes are being drawn and con¬ 
struction workers will be required 
to follow them scrupulously. 

However, along the railroad 
tracks at Leninakan, wooden 
budding panels and sheetrock are 
stacked high, warping in the 
weather and unprotected from 
moisture. 

Authorities have determined it 
wo old not be safe to rebuild on 
the site where Spitak stood, at the, 
confluence of three quake faults.' 
The dty, where 23,000 people 
once lived, and where 3,200 died 
in the quake, is to be rebuilt a few 
kilometres to the southeast. 

Snow covered mountains 

Today, the old dty appears 
frozen in time, a museum of 
horror. Hundreds of collapsed 
houses lie where they fell, 
seemingly untouched since Dec. 
7, an eerie sight in the shadow of 
beautiful, snow-covered moun¬ 
tains. 

Eventually the rubble will be 
deared and a park, small factor¬ 
ies .and railroad stations may be 
built there, offirials said. But for 
now, all energy is being poured 
into the new location, a pictures¬ 
que valley .with fresh bulldozer 
tracks on recently cleared fields. 

Norik G. Muradyan, the local 
communist party chief, says toe 
huge workload is good therapy. 

"When you are left alone, 
there is always grief — both in 
ypur soul and mind — and tears 
in your eyes," he said in a soft 
voice. 

"But when you are working for 
the sake of children and their 
future and for toe sake of your 
homeland, you must put every¬ 
thing aside and work like a de¬ 
votee to your people." 


"I deny my factory smells to high heaven 1* 


Sk. 


Fly with 


child raised in a village hut , part, 
home and part barn and usually, 
redolent with a pungent air, 
would be; less eager, to breathe and' 
therefore have less oxygen to 
feed his brain. As a result, the 
child would "also have a poor 
appetite and suffer from mal¬ 
nutrition. Such a child, he said, 
would likely grow up with a level 
of intelligence below that of a 
child brought up in a deaner 
environment. 

The study by the Ebn-i-Sina 
Hospital doctors was presented at 
an Anaesthesiology and 
Reammation Congress held in 
Turkey in October 1988- But, in 
the view of Dr. Yihnaz, the sub¬ 
ject needs greater study in Tur¬ 
key, wh ere smell pollution is a 


new and unfamiliar subject. 

He explained that the findings 
brought a new dimensioa to the 
fight against pollution in the 
country. With more advanced 
equipment, including a modern 
olfactometer, which the hospital 
still lackSi significant advances 
could be made in improving the 
quality of life. 

■ Doctors are among major 
groups exposed to often un¬ 
pleasant and harmful smells. 
Other groups include factory 
workers and school children. 
.With improved air quality in fac¬ 
tories and schools, say the ex¬ 
perts, both toe labour productiv¬ 
ity mid the success rate of stu¬ 
dents can be raised significantly. 
— Academic File. . 




Pakistan International Airlines 



You are welcome to anB Pakistani bospUafity on board 
PIA*s A-300 Air Bus every Wednesday at 2135 non-stop to 
Karachi with immediate and conven i ent connections to 
Dhaka, Bombay, Delhi, Colombo, Bangkok, Peking, Singa¬ 
pore^ Tokyo and afl domestic dries same day from Karachi. 

Our incoming non-stop Bights to Amman from Karachi now 
arrive every Friday at 1040 which also provide'hnmeiBate 
c onne ct io ns from aB above destinations. 

For further Infor ma tion and four reservation please 
contact newest ag*nt or our GSA BA/S. JrTT, Tel: 625381/ 
655158, King Hussein Street, Amman * Jordan. 


tions and monuments and 
attracted visitors and scholars 
from all comers of the Muslim 
world. 

It was a tune of great upheaval 
in Spain, the northern neighbour 
in Europe, with the Umayyad 
decline and its social and political 
consequences. Morocco thrived 
under the puritanical A1 Movarid. 
and A1 Mohad rulers anrf its 
capital, Marrakesh, radiated poli¬ 
tical power and cultural influence 
across the whole of North Africa 
and southern Europe, particular¬ 
ly Spain. 

The dty was abandoned as a 
capital after the fell of Ai Mohads 
and relapsed into a period of 
decline until toe growth of trade 
between the Maghreb and 
Europe once again revived it in 
the 16th century. 

For many years Marrakesh 
vied with Fez for the position of 
Morocco’s premier dty and bene¬ 
fited hugely from the reign of Sidi 
Mohammed Ibn Abdallah (1757- 
1790). The monarch surrounded 
. himself with scribes and experts 
of all persuasions and the result 
of that period was a proliferation 
of palaces, gardens, mosques and 
madressahs. This tradition was 
continued under the reign of Sidi 
Mohammed Ibn Abderrahman. 


One of the greatest monu¬ 
ments, now in rains, was die 
palace of Al Badi that Sultan 
Ahmad Al Mansour took some 
16 years to build. The 500-cohmm 
palace in the Qasbah was visited 
by numerous diplomatic 
travellers from Europe and else¬ 
where who chronicled its splen¬ 
dour. 

Although the Moroccan gov¬ 
ernment has made strenuous 
efforts recently to restore the 
landmarks of Marrakesh, resi¬ 
dents of the city feel that more 
can be done to make toe dty 
deaner and more liveable. The 
old town and the area surround¬ 
ing the public square, Jemaa el 
Fna, a magnet for hawkers, bus¬ 
kers and conjurers as well as 
visitors, is in need of cooriderable 
improvement 

"The souks are full of wooden 
but they can certainly be im¬ 
proved without losing their au¬ 
thenticity," said an okhime resi¬ 
dent. 

The influx of tourists in recent 
years has changed toe skyline of 
Marrakesh as new hotels have 
sprung np. But residents feel that 
public horsing also has to come 
into line with the improvement in 
tourist facilities. — Academic 
File. 


Swedish 
scientists seek 
genetic alarm 
system on 
pollution 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuters 

LUND — A team of Swedish 
sdentists is using genetic technol¬ 
ogy to try to develop a system 
that would sound the alarm at the 
first signs of environmental pollu¬ 
tion. 

“The conventional method of 
measuring the health of an area is 
by observing which plants and 
animals disappear," said Goran 
Bengtsson, assodate professor of 
ecology at Lund Univeisity in 
southern Sweden. He beads the 
research team. 

“That technique takes a long 
time and is relatively .useless since 
by the time sdentists have made 
their observations, the damage is 
already done," he said. 

The new Swedish approach 
uses advanced gdjetk technology 
to do the exact opposite — study 
the organisms and creatures 
which manage somehow to adapt 
to polluted environments and sur¬ 
vive. 

“We know that in extremely 
polluted places like disused metal 
mines, some plants and micro¬ 
organisms develop genes which 
help them withstand pollution. 

“So by finding and charting the 
presence of such genes, one could 
have a rather precise measure of 
the degree of pollution affecting 
an environment," Bengtsson 
said. 

At the moment, subtle changes 
in the environment due to pollu¬ 
tion often go undetected until the 
problem becomes so severe that it 
can no longer be ignored. 

The key to the project, which is 
backed by $2.5 million of govern¬ 
ment money, is to isolate the 
.specific genes which make some 
creatures tolerant of pollutants. 

International goals 

A solution containing such 
genes could then be used to de¬ 
tect the presence of similar genes 
elsewhere. 

"We can do this today but only 
with a very small number of genes 
and the tedmique is not yet sensi¬ 
tive enough. Malting it so is an 
international research goal," said 


Bengtsson. 

Biotechnologists and ecologists 
are tackling toe problem in a 
number of institutions work 
dwide. But the Swedish experts 
believe that Sweden is the first 
country to pump a relatively large 
amount of government money 
into toe project. 

Creatures which withstand 
pollution manage to find a am¬ 
ber of ingenious ways to excrete, 
emit or chemically transform tox¬ 
ic elements. Similar genetically 
engineered organisms could m 
future be let loose in polluted 
environments to clean them up, 
Bengtsson said. 

Such genetic engineering tech¬ 
niques are still highly controver¬ 
sial in many countries where deep 
reservations have been expressed 
about “tampering with nature." 

One Swedish project compares 
earthworks from toe vicinity of a 
brass mill which had been worked 
since the 15th century to worms 
living in dean soil. . 

When worms from polluted sod 
were transferred to dean sod, 
their reproduction rates failed W 
match those iff worms which bad 
always lived there. And wbea 
worms from clean soil were put in 
polluted soil, they foiled to repro¬ 
duce at all after the first day. 

“Species that do well in pol¬ 
luted environments do less well in 
fJmn ones," said Bengtsson. “AH 
pollution exacts its price and that 
should be a warning to us afl." 

The earthworms’ adaptation 
technique was to excrete protein 
which trapped the toxic elements 
from the soil and matte them less 
poisonous. Bengtsson's next goal 
is to isolate the specific gene 
which does this job and breed it 
in toe laboratory. 

Even with an advanced early 
warning system, Bengtsson is hr 
from certain that authorities 
would heed the warnings, though 
he said much had been achieved 
in the past 10 years in rasing 
general ecological consciousness. 

“But people have to be per¬ 
suaded that if they ignore scien¬ 
tific warnings today, science may 
not be able to help them tomor¬ 
row,” be said. 


Under the Patronage of 
H.E. Dr. Naser Al-Deen Al-Assad 


The National Mask Conservatory / 
NoorAl Hussein Foundation 
and 

The French Cultural Centre 


present 
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Four - hand Piano Concert 


works by _ 


Debussy, Faure, Chabrier, 


and Ravel 
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Africa seeks alternative 
to IMF, World Bank pills 


-NAIROBI (R) — Africa is seeking a sweetened, 
home-grown medicine to replace that usually pre¬ 
scribed by the IMF and World Bank as a cure for 
.ailing economies. 


African finance ministers will 
meet in Blantyre, Malawi, from 
’ -March 7-8 and economic minis¬ 
ters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 

■ from April 6-10 for final prepara- 
- tions in the search for an African 

alternative to conventional IMF 
and World Bank reforms. 

African officials charge that the 
austere reforms sought by those 
institutions in return for aid 
undermine the sovereignty of 
; their nations, incur a high human 
and social cost, and are provok¬ 
ing “adjustment fatigue" among 
_ governments. 

Reforms sponsored by the IMF 
and World Bank often include 
currency devaluations, budget 
and subsidy cuts, and pruning of 
government jobs. 

But, Africans and others 
argue, these have served to 
aggravate poverty, hunger, illness 
. and infant mortality in the 
world's poorest continent. 

“Unemployment has grown. 

‘ There are schools and even uni¬ 
versity classes without books and 
clinics, short of essential drugs 
factories, are idled by lack of 
foreign exchange to import spare 
parts and there is more hunger as 
food subsidies are lifted,” a U.N. 
study last year reported. 

The search for an African 
alternative is being Jed by the 
Addis Ababa-based U.N. Econo¬ 
mic Commission for Africa 
(ECA) which last month staged 
workshop discussions on the idea. 

“Main areas of concern relate 
to effects of orthodox saps 
. (Structural Adjustment Program¬ 
mes) on social conditions of the 
people — their lack of the human 
dimension,” a spokesman for 

■ ECA Secretary-General Ade- 
bayo Adedeji told Reuters. 

Such programmes focus on 


short term balancing of finances 
and jeopardise the long term de¬ 
velopment of economies, be said 
in written reply to questions. 

“Further, at political level, the 
way programmes are designed 
outside African countries under¬ 
mines national sovereignty,'* he 
noted. 

He added the worksliop. which 
drew participants from Africa. 
Asia, Europe, Latin America and 
the United States, and at which 
the World Bank was represented, 
generally agreed with these 
views. 

The ECA has also mobilised an 
international advisory board of 20 
African and foreign experts, in¬ 
cluding IMF and World Bank 
officials, to act as a “sounding 
board" on ideas for the African 
alternative, he said Tuesday. 

Supporters of past reforms say 
that countries which adopted 
them have often achieved higher 
growth than those that did not. 

Yet IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus, attending a 
U.N. General Assembly review 
of African economies last 
September, said improvements 
were being sought. 

“We have expanded contacts 
with unrelated agencies that are 
expert in social policies,” he re¬ 
marked. 

Delivering Africa's viewpoint, 
Mali Foreign Minister Modibo 
Keita — whose president is cur¬ 
rent chairman of the Organisa¬ 
tion of African Unity — argued 
the reforms had been only margi¬ 
nally effective and they gave low 
priority to development of human 
resources. 

In some countries they had 
provoked riots because of, for 
example, rising food prices, he 
said. 


Soviets to maintain strong 
economic ties with Kabul 


NEW DELHI fR) — Moscow’s 
military intervention in Afghanis¬ 
tan ended Wednesday with the 
last Soviet soldier leaving Afghan 
soil but economically the coun- 
. tries remain as inextricably linked 
as ever. 

Afghanistan, one of the world’s 
poorest nations before the war, is 
physically and economically shat¬ 
tered after 10 years of conflict, 
say Western and Indian analysts. 

Long-term trade accords be¬ 
tween the Afghan government of 
President Najibullah and the 
Soviet Union mean that Moscow 
will probably retain significant 
. leverage with its southern neigh¬ 
bour, whoever holds power in 
Kabul. 

“I think it is very doubtful that 
any government that comes to 
power will be able to wipe the 
Srlate clean with the Soviet Un¬ 
ion." said a Western diplomat 
who had been assigned to Kabul. 

“They have always had a 
strong economic presence. I do 
not know that there will be a 
major change,” he said. 

Muslim rebels battling Najibul¬ 
lah recognise that if they take 
over in Kabul, economic necessi¬ 
ty will force them to trade with 


Moscow even if they shun it 
politically, he said. 

“They would have little option 
because there is no other country 
around with which they can build 
a strong economic relationship," 
said Indian analyst Bhabani Sen- 
gupta of the independent Centre 
for Policy Research. 

Virtually all Afghanistan's 
natural gas, its main export, goes 
to the Soviet Union from the gas 
fields on the plains north of the 
Hindu Kush mountains that di¬ 
vide the country. 

In return, the Soviet Union 
provides all Afghanistan's energy 
needs and much of its food, 
machinery and consumer goods. 

Throughout the war, substan¬ 
tial trade has also continued with 
Pakistan. Although rebels have 
closed the main road between 
Kabul and the Pakistan border, 
the capital's markets still abound 
with expensive Pakistani oranges 
and bananas. 

Soviet officials in Kabul said 
last August that Afghanistan 
owed the Soviet Union $12 billion 
and would need another $10 bil¬ 
lion to rebuild the economy. 

An economic agreement signed 
last autumn provides for Soviet 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Modem and small ground-floor furnished flat with garden, 
central heating, and independent entrance: Consists of 
one bedroom, salon, dining room, and facilities. Annual 
rent is JD 1,250. 

Location: Jabal Amman - Fourth Circle, opposite Comer 
Supermarket. 

Please call 651190/673925 Amman. 


economic and technical coopera¬ 
tion until the year 2000. 

Prime Minister Mohammad 
Has&an Sharq, who signed the 
accord during a visit to Moscow, 
declined to tell reporters how 
much it was worth but Soviet 
officials said it would help rebuild 
entire sectors of the war-damaged 
economy. 

Moscow also pledged $660 mil¬ 
lion of aid to a special United 
Nations- fund for rebuilding the 
country and resettling the five 
million refugees who fled the war 
and are living in Iran and 
Pakistan. 

Rockets, bombs, mines aud 
neglect have combined to devas¬ 
tate huge areas of farmland on 
which more than 70 per cent of 
people depended for a living be¬ 
fore the war. said Sengupta. Half 
of all the livestock has been' 
killed. 

Vital irrigation systems, which 
water Afghanistan’s parched 
farmlands, mines, transport, 
energy and communications will 
all have to be rebuilt. 

Few up-to-date statistics on the 
Afghan economy are published 
and those that are released are 
viewed with suspicion by Western 
analysts. 

Commerce Minister Moham¬ 
mad Khan acknowledged in an 
interview last year that imports 
outweighed exports by more than 
.30.5 per cent but was relucrant to 
gjve specific figures. 

According to the U.S. State 
Department, inflation last year 
was 40 per cent, up from 30-35 
per cent in 19S7. while natural- 
gas exports had dropped because 
of rebel activity. 


Bank study forecasts sharp 
growth in Asian cities in 90s 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Cuba to boost sugar output, exports 


“A new. dangerous develop¬ 
ment is emerging among African 
countries: Adjustment fatigue. . 

“This is setting in as more and 
mare African countries teach the 
point where further austerity me¬ 
asures, in the absence, of 
meaningful economic growth, has 
become politically and economi¬ 
cally untenable," he explained. 

Addressing a women’s sympo¬ 
sium coinciding with the U.N. 
debate, Ellen Sirleaf Johnson, a 
■banking official from Liberia, 
said: “As perceived by tiie aver¬ 
age African, structural adjust- 
' ment is bad, imposed by im¬ 
perialistic powers and their in¬ 
stitutions to further, make poor 
Africans poorer.” 

Njoki Wainaina of Kenya 
voiced concern over the impact of 
government spending cuts on 
female education and birth con¬ 
trol. 

Id some countries parents were 
reverting to past practice where, 
if faced with the choice of sending 
a boy or girl to school, picked the 
male, she said. 

“It means now that a woman 
going to a clinic for family plan¬ 
ning, which we have spent years 
motivating, which we have said is 
essential for higher advancement, 
may not be able to afford the 
fees," he added. 

Some countries are already 
seeking their own solution. 

Ghana for example, which 
started structural adjustment re¬ 
forms in 1983, has developed a 
programme of action to mitigate 
the social effects of adjustment 
(Pamscad). 

This enables communities to 
identify and develop projects 
especially important to them, 
such as schools, wells and literacy 
programmes. 

Pamscad also seeks to create 
jobs through public works and 
food-for-work projects, and cre¬ 
dit schemes for small enterprises 
and fanners. 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
Asa's teetaing cities will grow 
rapidly in the 1990s, requiring 
major efforts to ensure adequate 
housing, communications and 
other infrastructure, an Asian 
bank study says. ■ 

The study predicted that 12 of 
the world's 25 largest urban cen¬ 
tres will be in developing Asian 
countries by the end of foe cen¬ 
tury. 

■They will include Calcutta, In¬ 
dia, with a forecast population of 
16.5 million, Greater Bombay, 
India, at 16 million and Shanghai, 
China, at 14.3 million, the Asian 
Development Bank said 
Tuesday. 

“The resultant sharp increase 
in urban population will place 
considerable strain on municipal 
services such as- water supply, 
electricity, transport facilities, 
bousing, communications and 
public health services," the re¬ 
port said. 

“Adequate provision of these 
support systems will thus require 
major efforts in planning and 


development,” it added. 

. The study attributed the 1 sharp 
increase in urban population to a 
shift from agriculture to industry 
throughout the continent as well 
as continuing high bird] rates. 

“In absolute terms, India ’will 
thus have to cope with an addi¬ 
tional 98 ntiflion urban dwellers, 
China with 73 million, Indonesia 
with 25 million and Thailand with 
seven milli on over the 1990s,” the 
bank said. 

According to the bank, Asian 
economies will continue to grow 
at a healthy rate through the 
coming decade, although “re¬ 
gional disparities in the year 2000 
will still be profound.” 

The study said Asian nations 
averaged a growth rate of more 
than six per cent a year in the 
1970s and 1960s, bringing vast 
improvements in the quality of 
life in such nations as South 
Korea, Singapore and Taiwan. 

“Despite all that has been 
achieved in terms of increases in 
production and improvements in 
social conditions,. Aria still re¬ 


mains die habitat of half abillion 
persons living lives of deprivation 
and extreme poverty,” the report 
said, railing this a “challenge for 
all institutions.” 

The life expectancy in Asia’s 
developing countries was ex¬ 
pected to rise from an average of 
64 years in 1990 to 66 years by the 
end of the century, it said. 

“However, this will range from 
an average of 52 in Nepal to 76 in 
Hong Kong,” the report said. 

The report also predicted that 
high population growth rates in 
the poorest Asian countries “will 
place increasingly heavy demands 
on limited regional resources.” 

It said the number of women of 
child-bearing age was' expected 
to increase from 640 million to 
□early 900 million throughout 
Asia's developing countries ex¬ 
cluding China by the end of the 


century. 

“The need to control popula- 


re port said. 


Bahrain studies privatisation 


BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain- is 
studying plans to sell some state- 
oyned firms to private investors 
after its new stock exchange 
opens in March, a senior official 
!said Wednesday. 

“We have discussed and 
accepted a memorandum on a- 
policy of implementing the priva¬ 
tisation of government own¬ 
ership,” Isa Borshaid, under¬ 
secretary at the finance ministry, 

. told Reuters. 

’The memorandum will be 
submitted to the Bahrain cabinet 
for approval, possibly next 
week," he said. 

Borshaid said the sell-off would 
begin with government stakes in 
10 companies including hotel 
firms and light industries such as 
the Bahrain Aluminium Extru¬ 
sion Company, which makes win¬ 
dow and door frames from local¬ 
ly-produced ingots. 

Baric industries such as Alumi¬ 
nium Bahrain and Bahrain Pet¬ 
roleum Co would initially be ex¬ 
cluded. The holdings would be 
sold on the Bahrain Stock Ex¬ 
change, which is due to open in 
the first half of March. 


“The idea is to gradually sell 
off our shareholdings in these 
firms, to encourage the private 
sector to invest in them and to 
relieve the government of the 
burden of trading and managing 
them,” Borshaid said. 


03 pact with 
S. Arabia continues 


Meanwhile, Bahrain said Tues¬ 
day Saudi Arabia had supplied its 
refinery with crude oil for half a 
century and denied that the supp¬ 
ly agreement was under review to 
pave the way for a refinery mod¬ 
ernisation scheme. 

The Bahiain-based Gulf News 
Agency quoted an official at the 
ministry of industry and develop¬ 
ment as saying a Reuters report 
of intensified talks to pave the 
way for a $640 million modernisa¬ 
tion of the Bahrain Petroleum 
Co (BAPCO) plant was un¬ 
founded. 


“Oil supply to the Bahrain 
refinery is half a century old, 
based on an evergreen agree¬ 
ment, with the two sides review¬ 


ing now and then routine admi¬ 
nistrative and accounting proce¬ 
dures.” the official said. 

Gulf oil analysts told Renters 
Monday the island's supreme oil 
council was trying to formalise 
the open-ended arrangement 
under which the kingdom sup¬ 
plies Bahrain with 200,000 barrel 
per dky (b/d). 

Commercial banks approached 
by the .government to fund the 
modernisation had asked for a 
written guarantee signed by the 
Saudis before they would agree to 
take part, the analysts said. 

The official said the Reuters 
story over-interpreted a state¬ 
ment by the supreme oil council 
that it had discussed the basis for 
providing the refinery with crude 
oil from Saudi Arabia. 

Modernisation at the 52-year- 
old refinery was a “continuous, 
in-house process" but BAPCO 
had recently asked American and 
Japanese engineering companies 
to assist in technical and feasibil¬ 
ity studies. 

At present neither study was 
complete and no decision had 
been taken, be added. 


Baker to sell disputed shares 


ROME (AP) — Secretary of 
State James Baker announced 
Tuesday that he is selling his 
controversial holdings in a New 
York bank and nil other publicly 
traded stock that has been held in 
a blind trust. 

Baker announced the decision 
through a spokeswoman while on- 
a tour cf Western European 
capitals. 

His wife, Susan, is disposing of 
’ her stock as well. The trust, set 
up when Baker went to work at 
the White House in 1981 as for¬ 
mer president Ronald Reagan’s 
chief of staff, will sell publicly 
traded stock held by their daugh¬ 
ter, Mary Bonner Baker. 

“While I believe this derision 
goes well beyond what is required 
or has been recommended," Bak¬ 
er's statement said,” I think it is 
the correct derision for someone 


committed in meeting the highest 
ethical standards.” 


other firms. 

Earlier Tuesday in Washing¬ 
ton, Bush's spokesman said that 
there would be no conflict of 


Tk. w__ tun, dumi a swKCMiuu saiu tuai 

i’tTE iSFT toe would be no conflict of 


ter consulting with his lawyers. 
The Washington Post, in a front¬ 
page article Friday, said White 
House counsel C. Boyden Gray 
had pressed Baker to divest him¬ 
self of substantial stock holdings 
in Chemical New York Corp., a 
bank holding company that has 
$4.5 billion in loans to Third 
World nations. 


That day, while with President 
George Bush in Canada, Baker 
said he would seek a waiver 
permitting him to participate in 
decisions affecting the Third 
World. But Tutwiler said he nev¬ 
er sought the waiver and decided 
instead to get rid of all his publio- 
ly owned stock in the bank and 


Spokesman Marlin Fitzwater 
said the derision on Baker's 
stocks “doesn't require a pres¬ 
idential review. The matter is 
being worked out. There will not 
be a conflict of interest.” 

Baker inherited holdings in 
Texas Commerce Bancshares of 
Houston, a bank his grandfather 
helped found. During Baker’s te¬ 
nure as treasury secretary, the 
bank was taken over by Chemical 
New York Corp. 

While in office. Baker's hold¬ 
ings were in a qualified blind 
trust. A trustee was in control of 
the stocks, but Baker was in¬ 
formed annually of the general 
nature of the holdings. 


Nigeria moves closer to huge gas exports 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria has 
moved closer to realising a 25- 
year-old ambition to ship natural 
gas on a huge scale to Europe and 
North America, the head of a 
Royal Dutch/Shell subsidiary 
leading the project said 
Wednesday. 

Brian Lavers, managing direc¬ 
tor of Shell Petroleum Develop¬ 
ment Co. of Nigeria, said in an 
interview annual sales of four 


million tonnes of liquefied natu¬ 
ral gas (LNG) starting on Jan. 1, 
1995. to the two regions were 
now virtually assured. 

“Marketing of the gas is pretty 
well tied up,” he said. 

The government sees gas as a 
key dement in its struggle to 
diversify the economy away from 
dependence on crude oil exports. 

About half the gas would go to 
Europe with two West German 


A HOUSE IN WESTERN SHMEISANI 
FOR RENT 

■With or without furniture, first floor, separate entrance, private 
garden, private garage, with separate central heating, tele¬ 
phone, consists of 2 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room. 2 
bathrooms, glassed-in .veranda, spacious kitchen. 

Location: Western Shmeisani, west of Professional Association 
Complex. Abdul Halim AT Nimer Street, near Bilal Mosque, 
House No. 24. 

Tel. 685593 - 665711 from 9 am - 12:00 noon and 4-6 


FEMALE BUSINESS/PRODUCTION 
MANAGER 


SEEKING ACCOUNTANT 


Needed for international organisation for newly estab¬ 
lished small business. 

Qualifications: 

— 3 to 5 years experience in organising production and 
meeting targets. 

— Will consider energetic, sharp, recent graduate in 
business nutrition or design. 

— Must be self-starter interested in managing all aspects 
of a new enterprise. 

— Fluent in Engiish/Arabic. 

— Willing to work with tow-income women. 

For more information: 628760/656872. 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 


Furnished or 

Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more informa¬ 
tion please call Wae! 
Real Estate at 685342 


International Organisation seeks qualified accoun¬ 
tant capable of independent* work and system 
design. 


buyers taking the most of it and 
an Italian and a Spanish firm 
expected to sign 20-year agree¬ 
ments early in 3990, be said. 

OPEC.member Nigeria pro¬ 
duces around 1.4 million barrels 
of crude oil daily and has reserves 
of about 16 billion barrels, but its 
largely, unexploited gas reserves 
are bigger, he said. 

The i2.3 billion joint venture 
LNG project involves the Nige¬ 
rian National Perroleum Cor¬ 
poration (NNPC), with a 60 per 
cent share, Shell as technical 
leader with 20 per cent and Elf 
of France and Agip of Italy hold¬ 
ing 10 per cent each. 

It will involve developing gas 
fields in the Niger delta and 
building pipelines to carry 750 
million cubic feet (21.2 million 
cubic metres) of gas a day to a 
liquefaction plant at Bonny. A 
new loading terminal is to be 
build to handle the LNG. 

Lavers said he hoped for gov¬ 
ernment decisions to allow the 
establishment of a join! venture 
company by around April. The 
government was considering fis¬ 
cal terms and assurances on tax 
regulations which the partners 
needed to go ahead, he said. 


Must have: 

— Diploma in accounting, degree preferred. 

— Minimum 3 years experience in business 
sector. 

— Fluent in English & Arabic. 

—Cost accounting experience a plus. 


For inquiries call 628760/656872 Sunday thru 
Thursday. 


SEEKING SECRETARY 


NEED A RUG FOR YOUR HOME OR OFFICE? 


Company seeks qualified secretary. 
Requirements: 


Minimum 5 years experience in business sector 
Ruent in English & Arabic. 

Proficient in typing and word processing. 


Send resume/C.V. in English to: 
Admin. Mgr., P.O. Box 35268, Amman 


Come and see our selection of Bani Hamida handwoven 
items: 

(Rugs, Cushions, Wallhangings & Runners) 


r 


SAVE THE CHILDREN 


Jabal A!-Weibdeh 
Open: 8-3 Sunday thru Thursday 
Tel: 628760/656872 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Cuba has launched a campaign to boost: 
its sugar production to an all-time high over the 
year^ostoffc for export W SocialistBloctwnnmes, jireCutaui 

government news 

tiou from this year’s harvest, winch began m November,. 
expected to top eight million-tons and the level . »s expecte d to te 
nine million tons a year after that, foe agency said m a dispaiu. 
monitored in Mexico City.Prensa Latina quoted 
sugar industry minister, as saying foe Mvemment campaign, 
indudes better growing methods, savings m fuel used in harvesting 
and milling sugarcane and a sharp cut in industry s harvesting force 
of 20 000 Sugar, which is government-owned, is Cuba s, pnnerpat- 
industry. It is exported mostly to Sorialist^ JB^'coptifrie? anC 
accounts for about 80 per cent of the country’s foreign, mcome.;. 
Exports in 1988 totalled 6.5 million tons, «wfofl3 p6E.qnA|0Bj|Jf 
Socialist Bloc countries, the di sp atch said, v; -•-“-V 


Low reserves push Caracas ,tollVHF 


tion growth will remain pressing 
in lower-income (countries),” the 


CARACAS (R) — President Carlos Andres Peter said Mota 
that Venezuela had exhausted its cash foreign.reserves anfo 
country would'be forced to acoeptan International Monetary Fi 
(IMF) economic programme. Perez, who criticised the fund 'during 
the presidential campaign last year, said: he - still-heteyesylME 
programmes cause misery. “I have called.the, f u n d an atomic botey 
which kills only people” Perez told a'jgafoering.xrfiJnedfr 
association beads. Venezuela’s $32 billion foreign dehtKttefiw^ 
biggest in Latin America. Until this year,.it;had been.tbe oifo^ 
leading regional debtor which has been able -to reschedule Rs debt: 
without submitting to a fund adjustment programme-r^The. presi¬ 
dent said Venezuela had only foreign reserves in gold ieftandfris 
gover nmen t .would not touch those. He said 1 Venezuela. wiQ.be: 


ceti to _ _ _ 

prog ramm e in place before issuing -credits.' Venezuela Js- ; seeking 
about $4.5 billion from the IMF. in the form of a l)ireo-year 
extended fond facility. His economic aides say the country .hopes, to. 
begin drawing on the credit in May. , • 


Gulf Bank to report higtyer profit 


KUWAIT (R).— Kuwait’s second largest bank; Gulf Baud:, ivfll 
report higher 1988 profits after ctittmg.espensesand iraprovmgfo^ 
quality of its assets, chief general manager Yousef A1 Awadi jbas 
said. The.bank said it was cutting its cash. dividend to five 'fife .pep. 
share from 11 fils in 1987 but was also offeringseved bomiishaFes; 
per 100 held compared to no shares in 1987. The -bank reported net 
profits of seven nultion dinars ($24 million) in 1987 on .assets of L8. 
billion dinars ($6.3 bfllioB): Kirwahi banks are emerging-from i 
recession caused in part by notf-pwfoiririing. loans resulting from 
lower oil revenues and a local stock market crash in 1982. Awadi 
told Reuters that Gulf Bank had improved its profitability by ; 
cutting expenses, _and implementing a. government ba<f defrt^ 
settlement scheme. Loan provisions had been reduced becauseof- 
an improvement in the quality of its. portfolio, he said. 


Turkish tourism enjoys a boom 


ISTANBUL (R)—A record4.17 milboa tourists visited Turkey in 
1988, a 46 per cent rise from 1987 foatindudetf a dramatic increase- 
in Greek visitors, foe tourism ministry has said. West Germansled 
the field with 768,000 tourists, followed by Britain with 465,000 
arrivals. Greece came thud with 430,000 nationals visiting their 
Aegean newborn. Only 174,000 Greeks visited Turkey in 1987, 
but numbers have soared since the January 1988 no-war pact 
between foe Turkish and Greek prime ministers in Davos, 
Switzerland. The 1988 figures overshot a forecast of 3.8 million 
tourists. More than 4,6 millio n are forecast to come in 1989. Th£. 
number of Poles visiting Tmkey m'1988 nearly tripled to 166,000. 
Yugoslavia, France j Iran and .foe United States were also among- 
foe top eight sburces bf tourists. Tourism is expected to contribute^ 
more-thari 52-MlioErto Turkey’s current account in 1988, J heftfing- 
the balance of paynfents into its first J surplns since 1973. ...•*• 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, Feb. 15, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar. 
Pound Sterling 
Dcotschemark 
Swiss franc 


Bay Sefl 

538.0 - 542.0 
953.3 963.9 
291.9 295.0 
344.1 348.2 


French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian Era (for 100). 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


S6.7- 
431.9 
261 3 .- 
86.4/ 
40.5 J 
140,7 •• 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 1 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday chi " - : ’ 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gpfd 


1.7685/95 

1.1825/35 

1.8430/37 

2.0805/15 

1.5655/65 

38.62/67 

6.2725/75 

1347/1349 

126.25/35 

6.2830/80 

6.6750/6800 

7.1700/50 

381.10/381.60 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscfoemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs- 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese, yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars' 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Stocks closed lower in lacklustre tradine due inmrt" 
pn 5" to.tack of direction horn 

AH Ordinaries index fell 6.4 to 1.479.2.' -a r i . 


TOKYO — The Nikkei index rose stronelv to a remrH - 
.aflho^h dedines just exceeded advJSlhe bro^temS^ 
the Nikkei rose 166.59 to 32,131.99. ^ 

STowT! : jfe on, ° • ldcai bu “ 


DAX index fi 


mi. 


(Ainuun -—snaresmoved to alow pbinfc- 
etaer opening on Wall Street, but a S 
rasfoft saw leadmg issock move off 
GMT The FTSE MX) index was 
NinVYORK-Stocks were around flu* 
mid-tnoramg. The Dow was ufr ontHt 2 I 00 ” 
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JSEW YORKT AFH-t Here ^ 
^roundap of National Basket- • 
frail ? A3sqdanon- ezmes'Taes^ 


day jB^gfifr^' v ■ : 


• •.V *>— fAJ-i- V- - NT.':.'. 

CHAR*OnS^^ 

oaf fAf )r*trrrTobaay Park 


■TOO^eeaiayc; victory; 129-117 
ovtrtbe <3iarlotte Hornets. 

1 ^'3Ti»---Hon»b'-.tidiiik. their, 


r e boun ds and the Houston 
Rockets rolled to their highest 
point total of the season In a 
137-125 victory -over the Bos¬ 
ton Celtics. 

Sleepy Floyd contributed' IS 
points and- 18 assists as the 
Rockets won ; their third 
straight and their eighth in the 
lasiTlJ games. 


Bocks 132, Nets 91 


{ch in the. apt halfbefore- the 
Khicks doled the period with a 
15-4 run tharNewman opened. 
wfth.'a;fra$ket .and four' free 

throws, -gyving thus- Kindest 

58-55 lead at halftime.., 


76ers U3 5 Pacers l08 


INDIANAPOLIS^ (AP) — 
Ch^tesBicridty had 26 points 
and 14f: rebotitkfc, lifting the 
PhfladelpiW-76crs to a 113-108 
■victory overlndiana, handing 
■the Pacers tbeir eighth straight 


MILWAUKEE (XP) — Terry 
Cummings scored 28 points 
and the Milwaukee Bucks 
■opened a 30-point halftime 
lead in crushing the New 
Jersey Nets 132-91 for their 
eighth straight bomecourt vic¬ 
tory. 

Milwaukee shot 62 per cent, 
in the first half to only 27 per 
cent for the Nets and ran up a 
66-36 halftime lead. Eight 
players reached double figures 
as the Bucks hit their season- 
high for points. 


• The Sixers,, up by IS at half 1 . 
time, saw their" lead slip to 
TWX96 with five imnufes - left 


Mavericks 117, Clippers 98 


after Indiana'svVern Fleming 
Mi ^ d b^kfif ahd two free " 


throws and* Wayman Tisdale 
scored cm rebound. 


Cavaliers 109,' Heat 98 


MIAMI; (AP)-—The Qeve- 
land Cavaficcs. the best .team 
in the NBA^beat the Mianri 
Heat, with the League’s, worst 
record/109^98, -as Mark Price 
scored 21 points: and Larry 
Nance 20. 

Miami, 45-41, trailed 78-69 at 
frie end ;of_the-third .quarter, 
bar ax straight 1 points from 
Kevin-Edwards helped the. 
heat dime the gap to 88-81 with 
7:29 left. .. ..•• 


DALLAS (AP) — Mark 
Aguirre scored 15 of his 29 
.points in the first quarter and 
the Dallas Mavericks eased to 
a-117-98 victory over the Los 
Angefes Clippers. 

Dallas hit 16 of its 22 first- 
period shots, 73 per cent, en 
route to a 37-20 lead over the 
Clippers, who have won only 
one of their last 21 games. 


Hawks 106, Bulls 98 


Rockets 137, Celtics 123 


HOUSTON (AP)’— Akeem 
Olajuwon had 35 points and 19 


CHICAGO (AP) — John Bat¬ 
tle came off the bench to score 
eight fourth-quarter points and 
Dominique Wilkins scored 36 
as the Atlanta Hawks defeated 
the Chicago Bulls 106-98. 

The Hawks took advantage 
of Michael Jordan’s six con¬ 
secutive missed free throws in 
the final minutes for their first 
win in three games. Jordan 
finished with 32 points. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


T aV.CHARUESlGOREM . 

.. AND. OMAR SHARIF 

i -W9 TnanUM^ Q*n4c*». pxL . 


/ j 7" ^EEKLY-BRIDGE QUIZ 

Wu hold: 


hcTfcL vi :•.-.Ti- 


South yftil ..North ■. Ejut 

i C 11 .. Pass ’ 2.6-- .Pass 

-■/ 

What do you bid .now? 


r 


you hold: . . 

*XJ: CQ16 CQ9973 4J1082 
Thfi bidding.has proceeded: • . 

frfortt! «asti»l-S«th_^Wefii - i 
^♦,-PMs 1 NT Paw 

2 7 Paw 2 4 Pan 

2 NT Pass 1 
What action do you take?. 


QJ2—As .'South,- vu l ne rab le , you 

hold:: - .v. rf;y,i.'.::. V . 

♦AKJ6S t 7AJ' J OTK .*742 
The biddin^has - proceeded: 1 - 

North : East , Sonth . Wcst . 

l.^ .Paw-;-, 14. ' .pass V 
-2Pass- •- '\t- : :-■■■ • 

What do you pid aow? / 


QjS—B oth vulnerable, as South you 
h<*fc • ‘ 

4Q9C2 <?KJ8 OAKUMS *5 

-The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 4, Pass 2 0 Pass 

3 Piw ? 

Whar action do you take? 


y .3—Both vulnerable;^ South you 
huld:-. ? V 

40_ ; KQJ7 ; < AQ62. *AJ2 
The- biddin& hs3 proceeded: • • ■ 

East ' South-. West-* North . 

1 *V OW Pass V 2,? . - - 
Paw" 

What do you bid.WJw? •/- 


Q.6—As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4JKQ73 CKMS 0 A7 4KJ9 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 2 4 Paw 

2 4 Pass 3 NT Pass 


<J:4 ~ Net! her - vulnerable/as: South 


What action do yon take? 
Look for answers on Monday. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


GOURMET-TO-GO 



'"“i’ll have the snail nuggets arid 
;1; a frog leg shake." N 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME. 
! by Hand Arnold and Bob'Loa. 



Olivera: My biggest challenge | Mectr out, Agassi moves on 


MILTON KEYNES, England 
(AP) — With 72 marathons and 
Ante ultra-marathons under his 
belt, American 1 Michael Olivera 
knows all about long-distance 
running. Now he faces his most 
testing challenge: Racing round 
an indoor shopping mall for 24 
hours. 

“This is going to be the most 
difficult thing 1 have ever done in 
my life, and I've run a lot of 
races,” Olivera said. “I really 
don't know how I'm going to 
handle it.” 

Olivera, 30, a U.S. air force 
sergeant who has been running 
for four years, is one of 45 
marathoners, including 10 from 
overseas, competing Saturday in 
a race that gives a whole new 
meaning to window shopping. 

Two hours after its 140 stores 
close for business, the Milton 
Keynes Mail will become a tace 
track, complete with mobile food 
and drink stops, makeshift beds 
and toilet fatalities. 

From 8 p.m. Saturday to 8 p.m. 
Sunday, competitors will pound 


their way several hundred times 
round a flat 969-yard (886-metre) 
circuit, the largest of its kind in 
Europe. It will be cordoned off to 
allow space for spectators. 

Underfoot, square, marble 
slabs will absorb the tramp of 45 
pairs of feet. 

And that, says Olivera, wiB be 
the toughest part Of the race. 

“Marble sounds like an incred¬ 
ibly tough surface...,*' he said. 
“It’s very difficult trying to down 
food and water in marathons at 
the best of times. On marble, you 
could easily slip. We’U have to be 
very careful.” 

He looks forward to window 
shopping on the run, saying: “If 
you are going round in circles, 
you have to keep your mind 
occupied so you don’t get bored. 
Ultra-marathons are 90 per cent 
mental.” 

The race, organised by Bri¬ 
tain's Road Runners Club, is the 
third of its kind at the modem 
indoor mall, built in 1979 and 
covering 92,900 square metres. 

The municipal council of Mil 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16. 19S9 


» HOROSCOPE 


DAILY PIWI\WJWrfc 

■ As Charted By The Carroll Rfghter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Many folks wiD be defensive in their 
responses, falling back on fear and 
anger. Approach others with clar¬ 
ity and order. Remain open to qoes- 


abandoned study course or avoca- 
- lion needs to be refueled and 
* restarted. Siblings are a challenge. 
LIBRA (ScpL 23 to OcL 22) 
Avoid kinky people and fast deals. 


for another time. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Work 
has its ups and downs today. Stay 
dear of perplexing situations. Stay 
calm if you feel that your work is 
overderaanding. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
The energy you feel today could 
lead to overindulgence and ex¬ 
cesses. Work is in a favorable cycle. 
Expect rewards for your efforts. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Keep your thumb on fi n ances over 
the next few days. Check on what 
other family members spend. Job 
responsibilities could soar. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
JuL 21) Avoid those with devilish 
wnys that con lead you down the 
wrong path. Associate with those 
you trust and benefit bom. ■ 

LEO (JuL 22 to Ang. 21) 
Fluctuating moodiness trill set the 
tone for the day if yon let it Focus 
on your mate's love and caring 
attitude. 

VIRGO (Aog. 22 te Sept. 22) The 
workplace brings rewards. An 


A romantic attachment could have 
■ negative outcome. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
HomeHfo is a bright spot in your life 
to enjoy. Financially you gain a lit¬ 
tle and loee a little, but win in the 
end. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Doe. 
21) Self-improvement through 
. education and study will need plan¬ 
ning. Ask someone you care about 
to join in, possibly a friend or mate. 

CAPRICORN (Dee. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Independent urges need to be toned 
down. You need more organization. 
Bring added variety to your life. 
Don't abandon what has been built. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Romantic impulses could push you 
into the arms of someone nice. P»- 
sonal relationships are at a high 
point Your charm has benefits. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 te Mar. 20) A 
planned short trip may be better 
than the extended travel you dream 
about Friends, who do not keep 
promises will upset yon. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17,1089 


—AfrCharted Bjr-TheCarrofffl^rhter Astrological Fbum&vtlon 


GENERAL TENDENCIES; Be 
calm and stay toforant Avoid 
negative responses to the words of 
others. Stay sincere and modest. 
Try not to force issues and, if con¬ 
fronted. don't give up a position if 
you are correct Use tact 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You 
feel optimistic and ready fcrexdto- 
ment and dumga Spending can get 
out of hand over household 
purchases. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to Mey 20) It 
is easier to connect with people who 
can help your career. Yon need 
patience with family matters with 
whom yon are dissatisfied. 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jvaa 21) 
Enjoy homeiife and friendswho in¬ 
trigue you. Yon tend to be dream- 


practical for - success. - 

MOON CHILDREN Umw.22 to 
JnL 21) You and your mate may not 
see eye-toeye on social life and 
plamung. Sort out scheduling and 
cooperate gently for best results. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Ang. 21) You 
want to run away with a secret Iowa. 
Get In touch with those you nriaa. 
Talk with a friend wboia far away.. 
' VIRGO (Ang. 22 to Sept 2® Dif¬ 
ferent values between you and 


someone dose are causing a blind 
spot and, subsequently, discontent. 
True love and acceptance can win. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 32) Now. 
is not the time to gamble with yotic, 
future. Use pa t ien ce with someon e 
selfish and self-centered. You gain 
what you need. 

SCORPIO (OcL 23 to Ney. 21) 
You can eootnri things today if you 

avoid argumente. Do what is need¬ 
ed and later center your activioea 
at hngnw 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Det 
21) A partner aeons aalfiah and 
vain. Be canttaw of overeager 
money deals. Overcome doubt and 
relax with family. • ... 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 

Good thinga come beca u se you 
have extended the effort. Your 
utm pgtli w— fmm within. Others 

^^ARIUS (Jan. a te Feb. 19) 
It seems a. chore to work, do er¬ 
rands, care forborne and still have 

time for pleasure. Make recreation 

apriority. __ 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 29) You 
sense ways in which to us8 your 
psychic abilities. Investigate 
dosses end seek out lesrnlng tools. 
Creativity Bows in abundance. 


THE Daily Crossword by Hank Harrington 




13 Residue 

14 Reporter 


ian anal 

aaaa aaaa 
aaaaaaan 


15 Norse god. 

17 Pott 

18 Sports ' 
stadium 

20 Chops 

21 Eye layer 

22 u Ara —” 

23 Some kings 
26 Rawed Hem 


aaaa 


29 Cause of ruin 

30 Camera nut 
33 Harvest 

37 Actor Sal 

38 Roman bronze 
38 Use the rink 

40 Completes 

41 Nautical 
.twists - 

43 Govt, agents-- : 
45 Operated 
48 Explosive 
47 Oriental skiff 
50 Mix together 

52 Watch out for 

53 Adoration 

54 Nettles 

57 Certain booth 
59 Craze 
80 Bread spread 

61 Lamp 
inspector 

62 Concerning 

83 East plane 

64 Hardy girt 

65 Scow 


DOWN 

1 Waistband 

2 Madiaval H. 
town 

8 CUotton 
.4 UpM9M 
5 Vane tetters 
8 Easy money 


e Easy money 
7 Proboscises 


8 Square pUlar 

9 Feather, 
partner - 

10 Fountain 
workers 

11 Worship 

12 Mock 

16 Lind uttered 

19 Harbinger 

21 Implore - 

24 Western 
alliance 

25 Music type . 

26 Sallngar story 
gU ' 

27 Spans 

29 Transporters 
ot ■ kind 

31 Aviator of a 
kind 

32 — Vernon 

34 New Yorker - 
■-0- 

35 Solar disc 

36 bisect 

39 Ratted • 

41 Cyst 


yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


ran ufo nnnn nnnn 
nnnoa nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnmonn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnarr 
nnnn onon 
nnnnnfi nnnn ooij 
naan nnnn naana 
oanaannnnoanmn 
mnnnn nnnn nnnn 
non naan naaaan 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn non 
nnnn aanannnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn amtinn 


42 Byway 
44 Sch. sub). 


SI Tropical 
vine 


47 Potiricfsrr of 53 Sled 


Japan 

46- Mbitary 
truants 
48 Hen 

50 Bible leader 


55 Ruhr 

56 Cloy 
56 Grain 

59 kusddavoi 
fairy 


ton Keynes, 80 km north of Lon¬ 
don, is paying the hotel bills of 
overseas athletes and has ensured 
a high-class international field, 
including Greece’s Yiannis 
Kouros, the world indoor and 
outdoor ultra-marathon record 
holder. 

In an event where distance 
means more than time. Kouros 
will be trying to better his world 
indoor mark of 251.084 km. set 
two years ago. 

Other strong contenders are 
West Germans Wolfgang 
Schwerk and Hans Erdmann. 
America’s 160 km. champion, 
“lion” Caldwell, was still to con¬ 
firm his participation, organisers 
said Tuesday. 

The most far-flung competitor 
is New Zealand's Dick Tout, run¬ 
ner-up in last year’s Sydney-to- 
Melbourne race. 


deny 
access to 

training in 
S. Arabia 


DAMMAM, Saudi Arabia (AP) 
— The Syrian team to the Fifth 
World Youth Soccer Cup cham¬ 
pionship Tuesday shrugged off 
ties between Damascus and Mos¬ 
cow, refusing to allow the Soviet 
team to watch it training. 

The two teams axe members of 
group B, one of the four groups 
into which 16 teams for the 
under-21 have been gathered for 
the biennial international event 
that is opening in Thursday in 
Saudi Arabia. 

The other two teams io the 
group are Costa Rica and Col¬ 
ombia. The Soviets requested 
that they be allowed to watch the 
other sides practice at the Al- 
Qa dissi ych dub in the Eastern 
province. But the Syrians re¬ 
fused. 

The Russians, who had prac¬ 
ticed earlier at the same dub, 
complained to the security chief 
here who in turn went to protest 
to Hugo Saieodo, general coordi¬ 
nator for the International Soccer 
Federation, known by its initials 
FIFA. 

Saieodo expressed surprise 
since FIFA does not allow such 
secret sessions. ‘Tt should be 
open to everyone,’* he was 
quoted as saying. He also prom¬ 
ised that a meeting with ail the 
four teams will be held to resolve 
the issue.. 

But file Russians retorted by 
Hanning photographic coverage 
of their practice sessions, and the 
Costa Ricans followed suit. Mem¬ 
bers of the Soviet team remained 
in their hotel rooms, refraining 
from mixing with other teams in 
the lobby. 

The Saudi public wiQ have their 
first glimpse of the Soviet players 
at the televised opening cere¬ 
mony Thursday at the main 
Saudi stadium in the capital, 
Riyadh. The kickoff there will be 
between Saudi Arabia and 
Nigeria. 

The two are pitted against 
Czechoslovakia and Portugal in 
group A. ~ 


MILAN. Italy (R) — Olympic 
champion Muoslav Mecir con¬ 
tinued his recent run of indiffe¬ 
rent form when he lost in the first 
round of the Italian indoor tennis 
championship Tuesday. 

Mecir, seeded two, was beaten, 
6-4, 7-6 by Italy's Omar Cam- 
porese. 

Fifth seed Henri Leconte had 
earlier become the first major 
casualty of the championship 
when he went down 7-6, 4-6, 6-3 
to 18-year-old qualifier Andrei 
Cherkasov of the Soviet Union. 

Camporese, 20, much more 
consistent in his service and 
groundstrokes than Mecir, said 
be had felt confident going into 
the match after his Davis Cup 
victory over Sweden's Mikael 
Pemfars earlier this month. 

Meanwhile 'top-seeded Andre 
Agassi, third-seeded Tun Mayot¬ 
te and number six Brad Gilbert of 
the United States scored straight 
set second round victories on 
.Tuesday at the 415,000-dollar 
Memphis indoor tennis tourna¬ 
ment. 

Agassi, the tournament’s de¬ 
fending champion and a member 
of the U.S. Davis Cup team, 
overcame some early inconsisten¬ 
cies in his match with compatriot 
Jim Pugh to win 6-2, 6-3. 

Gilbert swept past American 
Scott Davis 6-2, 6-1 and Mayotte 
ousted Simon Yonl of Australia 
6-2, 6-3. 


While Agassi, ranked third in 
the world, said he liked the way 
he was serving, it was Pugh’s 
serves and Agassi’s returns that 
were the key to the match. 

“I got in front of a few of his 
first serves and he kind of lost 
confidence.” said the 19-year old 


Agassi lost only six points on 
his serve in the second set, three 
of which came in the final game 
of the match. 

In the first set, Agassi pulled in 
front 3-0 and was up 40-0 in the 
fourth game, but lost. At one 
point in the first set, Agassi 
served three consecutive faults 
before settling down. 

“I cut my errors in the second 
set,” said Agassi. “I was still 
serving well and I knew that 
would help me relax more.” 

Mayotte, ranked 11th in the 
world, credited his win to a quick 
start as he jumped off to a 5-0 
lead in the first set and won the 
first two games of the second. 

"He didn't attack at all until I 
broke him in the first game of the 
second set.” Mayotte said. 
“Then, he picked up his game a 
bit.” 


Shriver withdraws 


Shriver, fifth in the world, 
withdrew from this week's 
$300,000 Washingto a tournament 


a bug fatigue and said she will noi 
play singles again until she is fuiiv 
prepared. 

“For the first time in m> 
career, nothing has been as cleat 
as what I have to do. I can’t play 
singles for a while,” the 26-year- 
old Shriver said after announcing 
her withdrawal Monday. 

While in Australia last month, 
Shriver had a long talk with for¬ 
mer coach, Don Candy, and 
made the decision to re-think her 
career, 

■ T ve ® >t to ta ^ e care Ine fof 

a while, I've been trying to do too 
much. I have to figure out a way 
to manage everything," she said. 
_ Shriver said it could be five or 
six weeks before she returns, to 
tournament singles play. 

“I can't say when I'll play 
singles again," Shriver said. "I'm 
taking it one step at a time. I still 
wanr to play-singles but not until 
I m ready. For too long. I've been 
playing without being ready.”. 

Shriver, who has not returned 
to a Grand Slam singles final 
since the 1978 U.S. Open, has 
consistently maintained a top-five 
ranking while unable to crack the 
top two spots. 

From 1978 to 1936 Chris Evert 
and Martina Navratilova towered 
over Shriver. Now West German 
world number one Steffi Graf and 
Argentina's Gabriels Sabatini 
have passed Shriver by. 



IN BRIEF 


Teague leads in final sessions of time trials 


DAYTONA BEACH, Florida (AP) — Brad Teague led the way 
Tuesday in the third day and final session of time trials that 
detemnned the starting positions in Thursday's twin 125-mile 
qualifying races for the Daytona 500. Teague, driving a Pontiac 
grand pnx, jumped from 186.893 mph in Monday’s session to 
190.428, making him the 27th fastest of 61 drivers who have 


Cocaine in: 
horses not : 
likely, says 
expert 


Daytona 500 on our time if things don't go right Thursday. We 
haven't run in traffic yet,” the Johnson City, Tennessee, driver 
added. “I worry about qualifying first, then about how the car 
works in traffic. So, we’ll worry about traffic now.” 


Arsenal upset French World Cup plans 


LONDON (R) — Alan Smith struck a stunning second half goal 
to complete a 2-0 win for English first division leaders Arsenal 
over the French national team in a soccer friendly Tuesday. The 
result was a blow for French manager Michel Platini as he 
prepares his side for the vital World Cup qualifier against 
Scotland next month. His inexperienced team held out for an 
hour, but then substitute Martin Hayes rifled home a loose ball. 
The French defence, which performed well in the goalless draw 
with Ireland in another World Cup warm-up last week, was 
breached again in the 73rd minute when substitute Perry Groves 
•crossed for Smith to volley superbly past goalkeeper Joel Bats. 


Costa Rican player injured in training 


DAMMAM, Saudi Arabia (AP) — The Costa Rican'team to the 
fifth World Youth Soccer Cup championships suffered a setback 
when one of its players was injured Wednesday, making him unfit 
to play, Jassem AKYakout, member of the Saudi organising 
committee reported. Eddy Picado Arrieta was injured during 
training and the Costa Rican team doctor declared him unfit for 
further participation, Yakout said. He added that Arrieta “had 
come already suffering from an injury in the right knee. Right 
from the first training session it was dear he could not continue.” 
The young player was taken to a Saudi hospital for treatment and 
a substitute was being flown in to arrive before Friday, Yakout 
said. Team offidals said arrangements were being made to fly 
Arietta borne. Rules of the International Soccer Federation, 
known by its initials, FIFA, allow a team to call on a player from 
the original 30 names listed 45 days in advance of the cham¬ 
pionship. From the 30, the 18 eligible have to be listed 10 days 
before the event. 


ARCADIA, California (AP) — 
As the equine-cocaine scandal 
unfolds in Southern California, it 
grows more confusing. 

Many horse trainers say they 
can’t believe that some of their 
colleagues would give their 
horses cocaine. They also express 
doubt that cocaine would give a 
horse any edge in a race. ; 

Test results have indicated that 
some horses under the care of six 
trainers, including Laz Barrera 
and D. Wayne Lukas, apparently 
had raced with cocaine in their 
systems. 

' Some horse trainers have ques¬ 
tioned the validity of the testing 
and others speculated that work¬ 
ers around the track use cocaine 
and that minute amounts of the 
drug somehow wound up in the 
horses’ feed, or perhaps in the 
animals’ urine samples that were 
tested. 

An expert said at hearing Tues¬ 
day that his tests, conducted inde¬ 
pendently after the regular test¬ 
ing procedure,, showed that the 
cocaine in tfae'sample he checked 
was not in the urine until mo¬ 
ments after the sample bad been 
taken from the horse. 

The small amount of Cocaine 
breakdown in the sample' wjis 
inconsistent with the drug havin 
passed through the horse’s sys¬ 
tem, Jay B. Williams, a former 
forensic toxicologist for Sarfta 
Barbara county, told a California 
horse racing board hearing .the 
case of trainer Roger Stein- 


Peanuts 
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10 World News 


At least 56 people killed in election-related violence 

Sri Lankans defy 
death threats vote 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSD A Y-FRIDA V, FEBRUARY 16- 17^1989 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — At least 56 people were 
shot or stabbed to death Wednesday as Sri Lankans 
braved death threats to vote in the country’s first 
parliamentary election in 11 years, police said. 


Authorities blamed Sinhalese 
extremists for 47 deaths, indud- 
mg the slaying of the son of a 
cabinet minister. 

■ Seven extremists were killed by 
police and two other people were 
killed by militants from the Tamil 
ethnic minority, police said. 

More than J.000 people, in¬ 
cluding 14 candidates, have been 
slain since campaigning started 
Jan 6 under threats from both 
Sinhalese and Tamil extremists 
who had vowed to disrupt the 
election. 

Wednesday’s death toll 
mounted as reports came in from 
remote parts of the Indian Ocean 
island, once famed only for its 
sandy heaches, sparkling gem¬ 
stones and tranquil mountain ret¬ 
reats. Police said there were no 
massacres, but a series of killings 
of one to five or six people at a 
time. 

Tamil and Sinhalese militants 
both oppose a plan to give more 
autonomy to the country's Tamil 
minority. The Sinhalese militants 
claim the plan offers too much 
and the Tamils say it is in¬ 
adequate. 

- President Ranasinghe Pre- 
madasa Wednesday predicted 
victory for his governing United 
National Party (UNP). Premada- 
sa. and his wife Hema, were 
among the first voters in central 
Colombo. 

“We have given maximum pro¬ 
tection to the voters,” Premadasa 
told reporters. ‘‘People are turn¬ 
ing out in large numbers as you 
can see.” 

Premadasa, in a white sarong 
and a loose white shirt, was fol¬ 
lowed by hundreds of green-cap¬ 


ped UNP supporters as he and his 
wife walked about- 500 metres 
from his home to the polling 
station. 

“We will win the elections with 
a two-third majority,” he said. 

In the exiting 168-seat parlia¬ 
ment, the UNP held 139 seats, 82 
per cent of the total. The opposi¬ 
tion Sri Lanka Freedom Party 
held eight seats. The remaining 
were shared by smaller parties 
and unattached members. 

In the mountaintop town of 
Kandy 90 kilometres northeast of 
Colombo, four young Sinhalese 
men were shot dead Tuesday 
night, police said. They blamed 
the killings on the People’s Li¬ 
beration Front, a group of ultra- 
nationalist Sinhalese. 

In Moratuwa, nine kilometres 
south of Colombo, a family that 
supported Premadasa’s party was 
attacked in their home Tuesday 
night. One°person was killed and 
six others, including a three-year- 
old boy, were badly wounded, 
police said, blaming Che front for 
the attack. 

On the eve of the balloting, 
several passenger buses were set 
ablaze after passengers were 
forced to disembark. At least 25 
people have died since Monday in 
a variety of incidents as Sinhalese 
militants launched a series of 
attacks in an attempt to enforce 
the election boycott, authorities 
said. At least 17 of the dead were 
supporters of the UNP. 

Forces on alert 

Over 80,000 Sri Lankan sol¬ 
diers and policemen took up posi¬ 
tions through the island to ensure 
calm balloting at the 8,070 polling 
booths, government officials said. 


In the north and east .of the 
island, 40,000 Indian troops were 
to enforce a peace accord, were 
told “to be very strict with any 
attempts to disrupt the polls,” 
said a Indian diplomat, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

India got involved in Sri Lank¬ 
a's ethnic crisis initially because 
of the sympathies of its own 60 
million Tamils for the rebel 
cause. 

Tamils form IS per cent of Sri 
Lanka’s 16 million people and say 
they are discriminated against by 
the Sinhalese, who make up'75 
per cent of the population and 
control the government and the 
military. 

Voting is being conducted for 
the first time on the basis of 
proportional representation. 

Good turnout 

Election Department officials 
said despite the death threats 
issued by the extremists, more 
voters than expected turned up 
after a slow start in the morning. 

In some of the southern areas 
dominated by Sinhalese, the vo¬ 
ter turnout was better 50 and 60 
per cent, they said. 

However, in Matara and Galte. 
strongholds of the extremist 
front, fewer people voted. 

Police blamed the front for 
most of the violence, but obser¬ 
vers said inter-party rivalry also 
accounted for some of the kill- j 
mgs. 

In the north and east, where 
Tamil guerrillas are fighting for 
an independent state, the situa¬ 
tion was better with a turnout of 
about 70 per cent, residents said. 

“This is much better than the 
voting in the presidential elec¬ 
tion,” one official said. 

Polls opened at 7:00 a.m. (0130 
GMT) and closed nine hours la¬ 
ter. Significant returns were not 
expected until Thursday. 


Another f cod-poisoning 
scare engulfs Britain 


LONDON (R) — Another food¬ 
poisoning scare has erupted in 
Britain as critics accuse the gov¬ 
ernment of presenting the public 
with a chaotic menu of warnings 
about eggs, chilled meals and 
now cheese. 

“This time it’s foot-in-mouth 
disease,” headlined the Daily 
Mail Tuesday, as cabinet minis¬ 
ters seemed to contradict each 
other. 

“There appears to be some 
confusion,” Prime Minister Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher acknowledged 
amid uproar in parliament when 
pressed by Labour opposition 
leader Neil Kinnock to clarify 
statements by two ministers over 
a possible ban on cheese made 
from unpasteurised milk. 

The leader of Britain's farmers 
said the government had sown 
confusion and hysteria in its 
handling of a cheese poisoning 
scare just weeks after warnings 
about contaminated eggs and 
bacteria in supermarket chilled 
food. 

“Listeria has turned to hyster¬ 


ia.” said Simon Gourlay, chair¬ 
man of the National Fanners 
Union (NFU). He was referring 
to a potentially lethal bacteria 
which government officials 
warned has been found in soft, 
unpasteurised cheeses. 

“For pity’s sake, let's get things 
into perspective.” he told the 
union's annual conference. “The 
consumer should be aware of any 
risks but must be allowed to 
exercise freedom of choice. The 
public is totally confused at pre¬ 
sent.” 

The government advised pre¬ 
gnant mothers Friday not to eat 
brie, camembert and blue 
cheeses, warning they might be 
infected with listeria. 

Gourlay accused the govern¬ 
ment of complcicly mishandling 
the issue and failing to coordinate 
between ministries. 

Friday’s announcement promp¬ 
ted fears among British and 
French farmers that sale and im¬ 
port of the cheeses might be 
banned. 


Last weekend tabloid newspap¬ 
ers published front-page reports 
with banner headlines such as 
“Cheese can kill your baby.” 

Two British ministers added to 
confusion Monday by making 
apparently contradictory state¬ 
ments about the purported 
danger. 

Agriculture Minister John 
MaCgregor said in Brussels that 
proposals to ban the cheeses had 
been rejected. But within hours. 
Health Minister Kenneth Clarke 
said MaCgregor was still con¬ 
sidering a ban. 

MaCgregor said during a meet- • 
ing with NFU conference dele¬ 
gates Tuesday there were de¬ 
finitely no plans for a ban. The 
advice to pregnant women had 
been given as a precaution. 

“Let me make it clear. There is 
no conspiracy, no complacency 
and no confusion.” be told dele¬ 
gates. But the NFU passed a 
motion of no-confidence, conde¬ 
mning the government handling 
of the listeria issue. 


S. African hunger strikers 
defiant despite release of 17 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Ab¬ 
out 300 detainees in South Afri¬ 
can jails will press* ahead with a 
hunger strike despite Pretoria’s 
release of 17 detainees and prom¬ 
ises that more will be freed soon, 
supporters of the strikers said 
Wednesday. 

“My brother, who was so weak 
he could only see us for five 
minutes, said he and his col¬ 
leagues would continue with the 
strike until they are charged or 
released.” said John Buthelezi, 
whose brother Pule has been in 
detention since October 1987. 

The strikere launched their ac¬ 
tion Jan. 23 in prisons in Johan¬ 
nesburg. Port Elizabeth and the 
mining town of Witbank, saying 
they were prepared to die unless 
they were released or charged. 

Iliey tire all being held accord¬ 
ing to emergency laws under 
which they can be detained inde¬ 
finitely without trial. 

Law and Order Ministry 
spokesman Brigadier Leon Mel- 
lei said Vlok would resume meet¬ 
ings Wednesday with lawyers and 

parents. 

“It is very possible that more 


releases will result from the 
minister's meeting with lawyers 
and family members, but prob¬ 
ably not on Wednesday,” Mellet 
said. 

On Thursday Vlok is also due 
to meet Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, who declined to join the 
strike but called on Christians to 
fast three days a week. 

Law and Order Minister 
Adrian Vlok said Tuesday that 17 
detainees had been freed. He 
promised lawyers and parents of 
detainees that he would release 
more soon. 

Buthelezi told a Johannesburg 
news conference that his brother, 
who was a member of a Soweto 
youth organisation, was adamant 
that he and fellow hunger strikers 
were not going to be persuaded to 
resume eating until their condi¬ 
tions were met. 

“He asked us to smile and not 
to wear sombre faces during our 
visits, because he and his col¬ 
leagues have embarked on the 
only course ro bring attention to 
their long-term unjustified incar¬ 
ceration,” Buthelezi said. 

More than 30,000 people have 


been held for varying periods 
since Pretoria declared emergen¬ 
cy rule in June 1986. 

- Doctors at the news conference 
said 20 detainees were in hospital 
and their health was de¬ 
teriorating. 

“As doctors who have seen the 
physical suffering that the hunger 
strikers are voluntarily enduring 
and, having seen that they are 
willing to face the real prospect of 
dying, we are convinced that this 
is the last and desperate attempt 
to obtain a fair hearing,” said one 
doctor who asked not to be 
named. 

At least thirteen other hunger 
strikers have been admitted to 
hospital suffering from giddiness, 
failing eyesight, severe weight- 
loss and dehydration. 

Government officials earlier 
told lawyers representing the 
strikers that no detainees would 
be released as long as they were 
still on hunger strike. They would 
first have to be rehabilitated and 
declared medically fit, the offi¬ 
cials said. 



Pakistani demonstrators stormed United States Information Centre 
in Islamabad Monday, and hauled down the VS. Hag during violent 
protest against Salman Rushdie's book ‘Satanic Verses' 

Uproar over Rushdie 
book hits new peak 


LONDON (Agencies) — Islamic 
fundamentalist opposition and 
death threats against Salman 
Rushdie, author of “the Satanic 
Verses,” grew Wednesday with 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
vowing to kill the author and 
demonstrators stoning the British 
embassy in Tehran. 

Rushdie was reported under 
heavy police guard Wednesday 
following an “execution” order 
from Iran's revolutionary pat¬ 
riarch. Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini. 

A British Muslim leader joined 
Khomeini's call late Tuesday 
saying Rushdie “deserves 


The Pakistani government said 
it was pushing for concerted ac¬ 
tion against Rushdie, his novel 
and its publishers. A sixth person 
died Wednesday in Pakistan after 
being wounded in an attack on 
the American Cultural Centre in 
Islamabad in protest against the 
book earlier this week. 

Iran’s Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said the Revolu¬ 
tionary Guards Corps, which 
comprise militants devoted to 
Khomeini, expressed in a state¬ 
ment Wednesday “readiness to 
carry out the imam's (Khomeini's) 
decree” to ’'execute” Rushdie. 

Khomeini Tuesday urged Mus¬ 
lims to kil the Indian-born writer 
and his publishers for insulting 
Islam by publishing the 547-page 
novel. 

Iran protests 

Some 2,000 protestors demons¬ 
trated outside the British embas¬ 
sy in central Tehran Wednesday 
in support of Khomeini’s decree 
and to express anger over the 
book, which many Muslims con¬ 
sider blasphemous to Islam. 






Salman Rushdie 


A senior British diplomat, 
reached at the embassy by tele¬ 
phone by the AP from Nicosia, 
said the “noisy” demonstrators 
paraded outside the waited com¬ 
pound on Ferdowsi Avenue for 
three hours. 

“Local authorities provided 
effective protection,” said the di¬ 
plomat.* But. he added, the de¬ 
monstrators hurled stones at the 
several-storey building “and 
some of the windows were 
broken.” 

The extermination call and de¬ 
monstrations coincided with an 
appeal by Iranian Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Ali Akbar Velayati for an 
emergency meeting of the Orga¬ 
nisation of Islamic Conference 
(OlC) to debate Rushdie’s book. 

Tehran Radio said markets and 
theological schools across Iran 
were shut down in a day of 
mourning to protest over the 
novel. 

Rushdie under guard 

Armed police were reported 
Wednesday to be guarding 
Rushdie. 

A Scotland Yard spokesman 
said it was police policy not to , 
comment on matters of personal 1 
security. But the Times of Lon¬ 
don said armed police guards had 
been called in to protect the 
writer. 

A spokeswoman for Viking 
said Wednesday that the pub¬ 
lisher could not confirm or deny 
that Rushdie was under guard. It 
is rare for British armed police to 
guard private citizens. 

Sayed Abdul Quddas, joint 
secretary of the Council of Mos¬ 
ques in the northern English city 
of Bradford, told reporters: “Ev¬ 
ery good Muslim is after his 
life...(he) has tortured Islam and 
has to pay the penally. He de¬ 
serves hanging. 

‘‘There are any number of peo¬ 
ple who would willingly carry out* 
what to us would not be a crime 
but a justified act.” 

The novel, a surreal story ab¬ 
out a struggle between good and 
evil, is viewed by Islamic fun¬ 
damentalists as an insult to the 
Prophet Mohammad. Rushdie has 
denied the book is blasphe¬ 
mous. It has been banned in 
several countries and stirred vio¬ 
lent protests in Rushdie's home¬ 
land India and in Pakisran in 
which six people were killed. 

Fundamentalist and opposition 
leaders in Pakistan said Wednes¬ 
day that protest meetings and 
marches would be held in all 
major cities Friday to demand 
that the government dismiss and 
punish officials responsible for 
violently breaking up an anti- 
Rushdie protest Sunday. 

A Pakistani foreign ministry 
spokesman told reporters he 
would call in all the ambassadors 
of Islamic countries and put for¬ 
ward a plan for united action 
against the novel.. 

It would include banning from 
the Islamic world all books by the 
publishers unless they halted pub¬ 
lication of the novel and with¬ 
drew from sale copies in the 
shops, he said. 

The spokesman also said Pakis¬ 
tan would ask Britain and the 
United Stales to hah publication 
of the novel. 


Honduras to expel 
Nicaraguan rebels 


COSTA DEL SOL. El Salvador 
(R) — Central American leaders 
agreed that Nicaraguan rebels be 
expelled from Honduras in return 
for Nicaragua holding free elec¬ 
tions early next year. 

The accord, which could spell 
the end for the U.S.-backed con-, 
tras, came at the close of a 
two-day summit aimed at brea¬ 
thing new life into regional peace 
process begun in 1987. 

El Salvador's President Jose 
Napoleon Duarte, reading a dec¬ 
laration hammered out at a some¬ 
times acrimonious summit of the 
five presidents, said Tuesday they 
had agreed to produce a plan 
within 90 days to demobilise the 
contras by repatriating them or 
sending them to third countries. 

Contra reaction 

But senior contra leaders, who 
have been hovering outside the 
summit, said uo peace accord 
concluded without direct talks 
between them and the Sandinis- 
tas was valid. 

“Whatever accord is reached 
based on (President Daniel) 
Onega's promise is equal to 
trying to leash a dog with saus¬ 
ages.” said one of the leaders. 
Adolfo Calero. 

The rebels, who have been 
fighting the Sandinista govern¬ 
ment for eight years, had no part 
in the summit talks. 

The agreement was a further 
blow to the rebels following the 
end of U.S. aid a year ago. It 
underlined the widespread view 
that they are a spent force mili¬ 



tarily and politically. 

Nicaragua's leftist Sandinista 
government pledged in return to 
accept a package of political're : Quake benefit 
forms, including freedom of the uiffh ctars 

press, unrestricted activity by TmeQ WIU1 5l * 


opposition politicians, and 
changes in the electoral code. 

These would facilitate pres¬ 
idential and general elections no 
later than Feb. 25, 1990. The 
Organisation of American States 
(OAS) and the United Nations 
would be asked to act as obser¬ 
vers. 

Nicaragua also said they would 
free political prisoners. It says 
about 1,600 former national 
guardsmen jailed after the Sandi- 
nista’s 1979 revolutionary victory 
would be released. 

U.S. officials, in Washington 
declined to comment on the 
agreement, but said, they would 
study it. 

The leaders overcame a thorny 
question of how to monitor poli¬ 
tical freedom in all the countries 
— the source of a blunt exchange 
between El Salvador and Nicar¬ 
agua Monday. 

Nicaragua backed off a propos¬ 
al to give a formal role to interna¬ 
tional organisations and agreed 
that each country's own National 
Reconciliation' Commission, 
would rake responsibility. 

Several of chose commissions 
have ceased functioning since 
they were set up after the presi¬ 
dents' 1987 summit, in which they 
signed a plan designed to end the 
regional wars and rivalries by 
promoting genuine democracy 
and human rights. 


Bhopal victims see 
settlement as sellout 


BHOPAL (R)—Survivors of the 
1984 Bhopal gas disaster Wednes¬ 
day described as “niggardly” the 
S470-million final settlement of 
the victims' claims announced 
Tuesday. 

Some doubted whether the in¬ 
jured and the families of the 
3,300 dead would benefit much. 

“With money, the dead are not 
going to become alive,” said 
Shyam Dulari. 65, whose daugb- 
ter-in-law died recently from the 
effects of the lethal gas escape 
Dec. 3,1984, without ever receiv¬ 
ing compensation. 

“Whether we receive the 
money or not, we are ruined,” 
said Shanty Bai, who lives in a 
slum area outside the Union Car¬ 
bide pesticides plant from which 
the methyl isocyanate escaped. 

She has been unable to work 
since the disaster and depends on 
the income of her husband, a 
cart-pusher in the city. 

How and when the money will 
be allocated has not yet been 
announced, but one survivor sug¬ 
gested the families of the dead 
should get 200,000 rupees 
($13,000) and the injured 100,000 
rupees ($6,500) immediately. 

Another victim. Bade Miyan, 
70, said the amount was not 
enough for all the victims. Be¬ 
sides the dead, more than 100,000 
people were injured and 525,000 
have filed claims for material 
loss. “This would mean less than 
$900 for each person if the $470 
million is distributed equally.” 

“I do not think the settlement 
will benefit the victims much,” he 
said. 

Local groups representing the 
victims agreed. 

The gas-hit Women Industry 


Workers' Organisation planned a 
rally and a demonstration 
Wednesday outside the house of 
Madhya Pradesh state governor 
K.M. Candy and said they 
would submit a petition saying 
the amount was quite inadequate. 

On Saturday the Poisonous 
Gas Episode Struggle Front will 
demonstrate outside the home of 
the state's chief minister. Its con¬ 
vener said the protest would be 
over the “niggardly amount” of 
the settlement and to press for 
permanent jobs to be found for 
survivors. 

“We will move the Indian Supr¬ 
eme Court to press for enhancing 
the settlement amount,” he said. 

The company, which has al¬ 
ways denied responsibility for the 
accident, had accused an un¬ 
named employee of deliberately 
allowing tonnes of the lethal gas 
to escape from a storage tank. It 
denied liability, saying it neither 
directly owned nor operated the 
plants 

The Indian government has 
accepted the decision, although it 
originally sought $3.3 billion on 
behalf of 525,(XX) people claiming 
damages. 

Seventeen hundred people, 
most of them living in shanties 
downwind of the plant, awoke 
vomitting as the yellow cloud of 
methyl isocyanate swept over 
their homes and died within a few 
hours after the Bhopal gas Leak. 

Since then the death toil has 
claimed to 3,300. The govern¬ 
ment said last September that 
100,000 people were still receiv¬ 
ing treatment for their injuries 
and many more are expected to 
die young. 


Gesell rejects deal 


Lens wearers warned about homemade solutions 


WASHINGTON (R) - Careless 
use of homemade salt solutions to 
clean contact tenses could lead to 
damaged vision or even blind¬ 
ness, the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration {FDA) said 
Wednesday. 

. It said the solutions, prepared 
by dissolving salt tablets or com¬ 
mercial preparations in water, 
•were safe when heated and used 
• to disinfect lenses before they are 


put into the eyes. 

But the solutions could become 
contaminated with germs despite 
the presence of salt, the FDA 
said. Micro-organisms could en¬ 
ter the eye and cause serious 
infections if the contaminated 
solution was later used as a rinse 
or wetting agent after the lenses 
had been disinfected. 

Even a commercially prepared 
chemical disinfectant may not 


suffice if used along with a home¬ 
made salt solution, it said. 

Although the chemical solution 
kills most types of organisms, it 
may not be completely effective 
against a microorganism called 
acanthamoeba which is some¬ 
times found to contaminated 
homemade salt solutions, the 
FDA said. 

Though acanthamoeba infec¬ 
tions are rare, they appear to be 


on tbe rise, with 200 cases re¬ 
ported since 1984, it said. 

A recent study by the U.S. 
Centres for Disease Control in 
Atlanta found that 21 of 27 peo¬ 
ple with acanthamoeba infections 
had used homemade salt solu¬ 
tions, though many also kept 
their lenses in. while swimming 
and disinfected them less often 
than manufacturers recom¬ 
mended, the FDA said. 


Contact lens wearers who want 
to use a rinse or welting agent 
after disinfecting their lenses 
should buy a sterile saline solution, 
the FDA recommended. 

Homemade solutions should be 
prepared fresh each day and 
thrown out after use. The bottle 
in which the solution is made 
should be sterilised in boiling 
water for 10 minutes at least once 
a week, the agency said. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
judge in the Iran-contra case of 
Oliver North has rejected a prop¬ 
osal to allow the government to 
prevent disclosures by the de¬ 
fence. 

In the meantime, Gerard 
Gesell said he will await a U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling on whether 
the trial will be blocked inde¬ 
finitely during a review of his own 
secrecy procedures. 

The high court, which has tem¬ 
porarily stayed the trial's start, 
will meet Friday to discuss the 
issue. 

Defence attorneys opposed the 
proposal ruled on by Gesell Tues¬ 
day, which was a compromise 
reached by the Justice Depart¬ 
ment and independent prosecutor 
Lawrence Walsh. The defence 
claims former President Ronald 
Reagan and others secretly 
arranged for third countries to 
support the conrras in exchange 
for favours from the United 
States. 

The lawyers raised the issue of 
covert Central Intelligence Agen¬ 
cy (CIA) support in documents 
filed in court Tuesday. 

“If the court requires prior 
notice of this covert support, it 
will effectively require prior 
notice before any exploration of 
quid pro quo arrangements that 
are central to this case.” North’s 
lawyers said. 

They said their defence of 
North requires introduction of 
details about the “quid pro quo,” 
which they say include involve¬ 
ment by Reagan in a coverup of 
such arrangements with the other 
countries as well as an agreement 
that Congress be kept in the dark. 

Charges against North include 




Oliver North 

shredding documents and lying to 
Congress and then-Attorney 
General Edwin Meese III in 1986 
to hide North’s role in the sales of 
arms to Iran and diversion of 
some proceeds to the contra re¬ 
bels in Nicaragua. 

His lawyers claim he can't get a 
fair trial unless they present evi¬ 
dence that the government claims 
would jeopardise national 
security. 

Gesell held, a hearing Tuesday 
on the compromise worked out 
between the Justice Department 
and Walsh, who was appointed as 
prosecutor because the case in¬ 
volved White House officials. 

The proposal was aimed at 
preventing surprise disclosures by 
North, and it was strongly 
opposed by the former National 
Security Council aide's lawyers. 

Gesell ruled that the Justice 
Department must rely on Walsh’s 
prosecutors to speak in court for 
the government on all disclo- i 
sures, including appeals of any I 
judicial determinations that. he I 
will meet Friday to discuss the ! 
issue. • I 


NEW YORK (AP) — Tenor 
Placido Domingo and oellist-con- 
' ductor Mstislav Rostropovich 
l head the bill for a classical music 
' concert to benefit the Soviet- 
5 Armenian Earthquake Relief 
Fund of the American Red Cross. 
Tickets range from $15 to $1,000 
j for the Feb. 21 Carnegie hail 
concert, whose principal planners 
I are Domingo, the Soviet-born 
Rostropovich and conductor 
. Loris Tjeknavorian. Domingo 
' will have sung the dress rehearsal 
of “La Boheme” at the Metropo- 
! litan Opera the day of the con- 
j cert. Russian mezzo-soprano 
Elena Obraztsova is flying from 
Moscow to sing. American mezzo 
Frederica von Stade will arrive in 
New York a few hours before the 
’ start of the benefit. Other perfor¬ 
mers scheduled include bass 
Paata Burchuladze, pianists Ale¬ 
xander Toradze and Vladimir 
Viardo, sopranos Mirella Freni 
I and Aprile Millo, bass Samuel 
i Ramey, and newcomers Vadim 
Repin, a 17-year-old Soviet 
1 violinist, and soprano Kallen 
Esperian. a University of Illinois 
graduate. 

Don't forget things, 
call Nord 

PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania 
(AP) — Kevin Nord makes cer- 
cain you remember anniversaries, 
birthdays, hair appointments, or 
just about anything else you do 
not want to forget but do not trust 
yourself to remember. Nord. it 
seems, is a professional “remin- 
1 der.” Send him a card listing the 
> date of an important event, and 

■ seven to 10 days beforehand 
Nord will send a’ reminder post 
card and follow it up a few days 

l later with a telephone call. Prices 

■ are $2 for each reminder or $1.75 
; each for 10 or more. If no one is 
I at home for the reminder call, he 
1 will try again, and again, and 

■ again. “If worse comes to worse. 
I'll go out and knock on their 

f door if I have to.” he said. 

: Right to be 
. named Princess 

LONDON (AP) — A two aad-a- 
. half-year-old girl has won the 
, right to be named Princess, after 
! her parents fought a lengthy bat- 
, tie with Scottish officialdom that 
also included Buckingham 
Palace. Princess Dulrima Rosetta 
Manwaring-Spencer claims no 
royal connections, but her pa¬ 
rents liked the name and never 
imagined they’d ran into prob¬ 
lems with tbe royal family and the 
government. Audrey and Hugh 
Manwaring-Spencer finally 
emerged triumphant last week 
when Scotland’s registrar Gener¬ 
al of births, deaths and marriages 
backed down and decided there 
was no specific authority banning 
the use of names like Princess'! 
“They’re very pleased that it’s 
finally been resolved and they can 
finally call their little girl Prin¬ 
cess,” a family spokesman said 
Tuesday. 

‘Mail-order brides 
legal' 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Sweden’s 
top anti-racism watchdog said 
Tuesday the trade in Asian “mail¬ 
order brides” for lonely Swedish 
men was not illegal. The ombuds¬ 
man against ethnic discrimination 
said a nine-month investigation 
into the business failed to find 
grounds to declare it either un¬ 
lawful or unethical. “Even If a 
woman who comes to Sweden is 
treated like a slave and the man 
uses, abuses and violates her 
rights, it is not easy to cast the 
blame on the marriage broker,” 
Gunilla Upmark said. “Some 
people simply prefer meeting 
their partner through an agency. 
Just because the agencies make 
money is not enough cause for 
condemnation. Neither is the fact 
that some may choose partners 
on the basis of nationality,” she 
said. 

j Sea! hunting film 
outrages viewers 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — Hun¬ 
dreds of angry television viewers 
called the Norwegian embassy, 
major newspapers and conserva¬ 
tionists to react to a film about 
Norwegian seal hunting. Swedish 
media reported. The 
documents™ ran on Swedish 
television Saturday night and 
showed seal puppies being dub¬ 
bed to death and seals apparently 
being skinned alive. “I have nev¬ 
er seen anything as disgusting. 2 
am boycotting Norway,” 23-year- 
old Freddie Karlsson told the 
Aftonbladet daily. Some viewers 
called police to threaten atracks 
on Norwegian installations, said 
Swedish radio. The film, “About- 
Scab and Humans,” reportedly 
triggered similar outrage when it 
ran on Danish and British televi¬ 
sion last week. 












